Senat e Resol ution No. 2800
BY: Senator COWRI E

COVMEMORATI NG  the 38th Anniversary of Black
Vet erans for Social Justice, Inc. on July 29, 2017

VWHEREAS, In the course of the evolving devel opnent of this Enpire
State, where if the ingredients of shared concern and responsive
endeavor conmbine in the comtnent to society, there have energed anong
t he di sti ngui shed citizens of the State of New York certain
or gani zati ons which warrant special recognition; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to conmend those
illustrious organizations of the State of New York whose focus and
i ntent have made a substantial inmpact on the quality of I|ife in their
conmuni ties; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commenorate the 38th Anniversary of Black Veterans for Social Justice,
Inc., to be celebrated at its Gala On The Sea: Harl em Renai ssance Bl ack
Tie Affair on Saturday, July 29, 2017, aboard the Cornucopia Myjesty;
and

VWHEREAS, |ncorporated in 1979, Black Veterans for Social Justice
(BVSJ) is the largest private community-based agency serving New York
City's veterans, their famlies and the comunity; and

VWHEREAS, BVSJ developed as an outgrowh of the social justice
novenent; the initial concern was assisting veterans of the Vietnam Wr
to reintegrate with their famlies, conmunities, and the greater
society; and

WHEREAS, Today, BVSJ annually serves an average of 12,000 clients,
mai ntai ns 400 units of housing and several comercial spaces, and
provi des an array of social services; and

WHEREAS, This vital organization's roster of prograns include its
Vet eran Service Center, Supportive Services for Veteran Fam |ies (SSVF),
Honel ess Vet erans Rei ntegration Progranms, Job To Build On/Consortium O
Wor ker Education, Advocacy and Cultural Activities, Division of Housing
Managenent, Solutions to End Honel essness Program (STEHP), Food Pantry
Service, HYV and AIDS Prevention and Qutreach, and Veterans Advisory
G oups (VAG; and

VWHEREAS, BVSJ continues its frontline commtnent to both active and
inactive mlitary personnel, their famlies and the conmunity at | arge;
and

VWHEREAS, Each year, BVSJ assists thousands of veterans wth nyriad
difficulties that arise from transitioning frommlitary to civilian
life by providing social services support with tender |oving care and a
| i stening ear; and



WHEREAS, Over its distinguished 38 year history, Black Veterans for
Soci al Justice has denonstrated conti nuous service to the residents and
communities which it serves; and

VWHEREAS, The success of Black Veterans for Social Justice is in
direct correlation to the efforts of its Board of Directors and staff,
whose i nvolvenent is, and always has been, characterized by an
| npressive conm tnment, an unbridled enthusiasm and an unconprom sing
standard of excellence in all endeavors on behalf of the organization
and the community it serves; and

WHEREAS, Thi s auspi ci ous occasi on presents an opportunity for this
Legislative Body to recognize and pay tribute to Black Veterans for
Soci al Justice; and

WHEREAS, In light of its conmtnent, dedication and successful
efforts, it is the customof this Legislative Body to extend its highest
comendation to Black Veterans for Social Justice of Brooklyn, New York;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 38th Anniversary of Black Veterans for Social Justice,
Inc. on July 29, 2017; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Black Veterans for Social Justice, Inc.



