Senate Resolution No. 2798
BY: Senator PERALTA

COMVEMORATI NG 196 years of Cost a Ri can
| ndependence from Spain on Septenber 15, 2017

WHEREAS, Pre-Colunbian Costa Rica is where Mesoanerican and South
Anerican native cultures nmet; Colunbus first reached Costa Rica in 1502;
and

WHEREAS, Costa Rica was naned with great optimsmon part of the
Spani sh, expecting to soon be exporting gold, silver and mnerals -
t hough it devel oped and renmai ned an isol ated agricultural zone; and

VWHEREAS, Unl i ke many Spanish colonies, Costa Rican settlers
devel oped their land by their own neans and |largely without the wuse of
I ndi genous people as forced labor; this led to | ess econonm c out puts and
future inability to share in the prosperity |like the rest of the Spanish
colonies - but left a lasting | egacy of egalitarianismand an unnmat ched
I ndex of |ocal wealth; and

WHEREAS, Spanish settlers operated large farns in rich soils of
Costa Rica's hills yielding bananas and coffee - allow ng these isol ated
I ndependent farmers to accunul ate great and unaccounted weal th; and

VWHEREAS, Costa Rica joined other Central American provinces on
Sept enber 15, 1821, in a joint declaration of independence from Spain;
after a brief time in the Mexican Enpire of Agustin de lturbide, Costa
Ri ca becane a state in the Federal Republic of Central Anerica from 1823
to 1839; and

WHEREAS, Costa Rica has since enjoyed a | egacy of great freedom and
equality, wealth and prosperity; and

WHEREAS, Many Costa Ricans have nade New York their honme, and this
Legislative Body is justly proud to thank the Costa R can people for
their contributions to this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
cormenorate 196 years of Costa Rican |[|ndependence from Spain on
Sept enber 15, 2017.



