Senate Resol ution No. 2787
BY: Senator COWRI E

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
June 2017, as Caribbean American Heritage Month in
the State of New York

WHEREAS, The fabric of our Nation has been woven together and
enriched by the diversity of our people; our |egacy as a Nation of
immgrants is part of what makes Anmerica strong, and during National
Cari bbean- Anrerican Heritage Mnth, we celebrate the rich history and
vi brant culture Cari bbean Americans have brought to our shores; and

VWHEREAS, |nm grants from Cari bbean countries have conme to Anerica
for centuries, including from Antigua and Barbuda, Bahanmas, Barbados,
Bernmuda, British Virgin Islands, Caribbean Netherlands, also known as
the Kingdom of the Netherlands which includes the countries of Aruba,
Cura- cao, and Saint Maarten; Cuba, Dom nica, Domnican Republic,
Grenada, Haiti, Jamaica, St. Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent
and the Genadines, Trinidad and Tobago, Anguilla (UK), Cayman | sl ands
(UK), Cuadel oupe (France), Martinique (France), Mntserrat (UK), Puerto
Ri co

(US), Saint Barthelenmy (France), Saint Martin (France), Turks and
Caicos Islands (UK), United States Virgin Islands (Saint Croix, Saint
John, Saint Thomas) (US), and immgrants fromthe nmainland continents of
North and South Anerica and also including Guyana, Belize, Honduras,
Suri name, Costa Rica and Panama, which due to their close cultura
connection, have been accepted as part of the famly of Caribbean
countries; and

VWHEREAS, |nm grants from Cari bbean countries canme to Anmerica through
t he bondage of slavery, while others willfully left behind the world
they knew in search of a better |ife; regardl ess of the circunstances of
their arrival, they had faith their descendants woul d have a chance to
realize their greatest potential; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to nenorialize
Governor Andrew M  Cuonop to proclaimJune 2017, as Cari bbean Anerican
Heritage Month in the State of New York, in conjunction wth the
observance of National Caribbean-Anerican Heritage Mnth; and

WHEREAS, Wth the United States Senate approval on February 14,
2006, and a presidential proclamation on June 5, 2006, June has becone
Nat i onal Car i bbean- Aneri can Herit age Mont h; with this, t he
"col oni zation" of the Caribbean by the United States has been recorded
in Anmerican History; this particular legislation, first introduced in
the House in 2004 by Congresswonman Barbara Lee, celebrates t he
contributions of the Caribbean-Anericans to Arerican |ife and culture;
and

VWHEREAS, New York State has been, and continues to be, the honme to
many di sti ngui shed peopl e of Cari bbean ancestry who have nade their mark



in history as pertinent figures in their field, and who have succeeded,
these figures fromthe 14th Senate District include: Sheryl Lee Ralph,
Is an Anerican actress, singer, and advocate who was raised in both

Mandevi |l | e, Jamai ca, and Long Island; N cki Mnaj, born as Onika Tanya

Maraj, s a Trinidadian-born Anerican rapper, singer, songwiter and
nodel ; Shaggy, born Owville R chard Burrell 1is a Janmaican-Anmerican
reggae fusion singer and deejay; Tyson Beckford, an Anerican fashion
nodel and actor, lived in Jamaica until the age of seven; Trevor George
Smth, Jr., otherwise known as Busta Rhynes, is an Anmerican rapper,

actor, record producer and record executive; Kerry Wshington, an
Anerican actress, can trace her roots to African slaves fromthe
Cari bbean; the son of Jammican inmgrant parents, Colin Powell is an
American statesman and a retired four-star general in the United States
Arny; and Zoe Sal dana, an Anmerican actress and dancer, is of Dom nican
descent; and

VWHEREAS, There are also many businesses wthin the Queens
comuni ti es which have proudly honored their Caribbean heritage such as
The Door restaurant, Jlocated in Jamaica, New York; this wupscale
establishment offers its customers jerk chicken, oxtail, escovitch

ot her Jammi can specialties; VP Records is an independent record | abel,
| ocated in Queens; the label is known for releasing nusic by notable
artists in reggae, dancehall and soca; and

VWHEREAS, Each year, New York State proudly cel ebrates Caribbean
heritage with the West |ndian-Anerican Day Carnival which is a weekend
of cultural activities, culmnating with the Labor Day Parade down
Eastern Parkway in Crown Heights, Brooklyn; this annual parade attracts
between one and three mllion participants, and spectators al ong the
parade route; and

VWHEREAS, The Labor Day Parade is New York City's |largest parade, and
is a great contributor to the econony, as it generates over $300 mllion
in revenue to both State and | ocal government and is anong New York's
bi ggest tourist attractions; and

WHEREAS, Caribbean Anericans have prospered in every sector of our
society and enhanced our national character while naintaining the
multi-ethnic and nulti-cultural traditions of their honelands; they are
doctors and | awyers, public servants and scientists, and athletes and
service nmenbers; their successes inspire individuals in the United
States and abroad, and we take pride in the contributions Caribbean
Anericans continue to mnmke to the narrative of our Nation's progress;
t heir achi evenents are born of hard work and ambition; and

VWHEREAS, During Cari bbean American Heritage Month, we al so recogni ze
the inportant friendship between the United States and the countries of
t he Cari bbean as we expand our partnership to pronbte econonc
devel opnent, denocratic governance, citizen security, and inproved
heal th and education in the region; and

WHEREAS, Additionally, as Haiti continues to recover from 2010's
devastating earthquake, we remain conmtted to standing beside the
people of Haiti as they rebuild their proud nation, and to working with



others in the region to bring lasting prosperity and stability to the
country; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to procl ai mJune 2017, as Cari bbean
Anerican Heritage Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuono, Governor of the State of
New Yor k.



