Senate Resolution No. 2757
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COVMEMORATI NG the 200th Anniversary of the Erie
Canal Corridor during a "bicentennial Period" from
2017- 2025

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that the quality
of life of the citizens of the State of New York is greatly enriched by
its exceptional governnental, «cultural, educational and recreationa
facilities and institutions; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 200t h Anniversary of the Erie Canal Corridor; and

VWHEREAS, This auspicious event will span the bicentennial period
from2017- 2025, representing the span of construction of the Erie Canal,
fromthe groundbreaking in Rone in 1817 to its conpletion in 1825; and

WHEREAS, During 2017, cities, towns and villages throughout the
Canal corridor will be <celebrating their Erie Canal Heritage wth
hi storical society exhibits and community events; the state Canal
Corporation will host three premer events in Waterford, at the canal's
eastern term nus; Lockport, near the waterway's western end; and Rone in
central New York, on July 22, where the "first dig" wll be re-enacted,
along with a synphony concert on the water, and fireworks; and

WHEREAS, After the New York State Legislature voted to build the
Erie and Chanplain canals on April 15, 1817, construction of the Erie
Canal began in Rone on July 4, 1817; workers started first on the
easi est, nost |evel sections; and

VWHEREAS, Sections of the canal opened as they were conpleted, until
the entire canal fromBuffalo, New York, to Al bany, New York, opened on
Novenber 23, 1825; and

WHEREAS, The Erie Canal is Anerica' s nost fanmous nman- nade wat erway,
stretching nore than 500 nmiles across the full expanse of upstate New
York; the Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor enconpasses New
York's canal system and the communities that grew along its shores; and

WHEREAS, This Corridor spans across upstate New York, including the
Eri e, Cayuga- Seneca, Oswego, and the Chanplain Canals and their historic
alignnents, enconpassing 4,834 square mles in 23 counties and is hone
to 3.2 mllion people; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
National Hi storic Landnmarks within the State of New York, and in doing
so, help to ensure that the conplete history of our State and Nation 1is
preserved and shared wth present and future generations of citizens;
and



VWHEREAS, |In recognition of the Erie Canal's rich story and enduring
contribution to the State of New York, this Legislative Body is proud to

pay tribute to the Erie Canal on its 200th Anniversary; now, therefore,
be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
comenorate the 200t h Anniversary of the Erie Canal in Ronme, New York,
on July 4, 2017; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the Erie Canal way National Heritage Corridor



