Senat e Resol ution No. 2581
BY: Senator CROCI

COMVENDI NG Gary LaBar bera upon the occasion of his
desi gnati on as recipient of the 2017 Italian
Anerican of the Year Award by the New  York
Conference of Italian American State Legislators

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
those individuals of true purpose and worthy acconplishment who foster
ethnic pride and strive to preserve their cultural heritage, thereby
enhancing the profile of cultural diversity which strengthens the fabric
of community throughout this great Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend Gary LaBarbera upon the occasion of his designation as recipient
of the 2017 Italian Anerican of the Year Award by the New York
Conference of Italian Anerican State Legislators to be celebrated on
Monday, June 5, 2017, in Al bany, New York; and

VWHEREAS, Since 2009, Gary LaBarbera has served as President of the
Bui | ding and Construction Trades Council of Geater New York, an
organi zati on conpri si ng | ocal affiliates of 15 national and
I nternational unions representing 100,000 working nen and wonen in New
York City; and

WHEREAS, Gary LaBarbera also forged a historic agreenent with the
City as part of its Build It Back program that ensures Sandy-inpacted
residents wll represent no less than 20% of those enployed in
rebuil ding efforts; and

VWHEREAS, Prior to his tenure as President of the Building and
Construction Trades Council of Geater New York, Gary LaBarbera served
organi zed | abor in several other capacities, including as President of
the New York City Central Labor Council, President of the Internationa
Br ot herhood of Teansters Joint Council 16, and President of the
I nternational Brotherhood of Teansters Local 282; and

VWHEREAS, Having been actively involved in the Teansters since the
early 1980s, Gary LaBarbera was one of the first nenbers of Local 282 to
graduate fromthe Labor Studies Programat Cornell University's School
of Industrial Labor Relations in 1994; and

WHEREAS, Gary LaBarbera i s Founder/Chai rman of the Board of the New
York City Chapter of Helnmets to Hardhats, an organization that has
pl aced over 500 veterans in careers in the construction industry across
the five boroughs since 2013; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, Gary LaBarbera is the President/CEO of the
Edward J. Malloy Initiative for Construction Skills, which has placed
nore than 1,600 high school students from underserved areas throughout
New York City into apprentice prograns; and



VWHEREAS, Currently, Gary LaBarbera is the Vice President of the New
York City Central Labor Council, Vice President of the New York State

AFL-CIO, and Vice Chairman of the New York Buil ding Congress; and he
serves on the New York City Regi onal Econom c Devel opnent Council and
t he Expl oited Wrker Task Force; and

WHEREAS, Moving forward, under the direction of Gary M. LaBarbera,
the building trades will play a leading role in addressing challenges
shapi ng t he country's future, i ncl udi ng t he devel opnment and
revitalization of its critical infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, Gary LaBarbera will focus on introducing new innovations to
the construction industry that will drive continued growh and ensure
the organization's affiliated unions renain equipped to successfully
conpete in a rapidly changing environnent; he will also continue to be a
strong advocate for worker safety and the expansion of protections for
bot h uni on and non-uni on construction workers; and

WHEREAS, In addition to his nunerous business comitnents, Gry
LaBarbera is actively involved in several charities and educational
prograns, and is a nmenber of the Board of Directors of the Boy Scouts of
Anerica - Geater NY Council, the Ronald MDonald House and the
Met ropol i tan Qutreach Project; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
I ndi viduals of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our
attention, they should be cel ebrated and recogni zed by all the <citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Gary LaBarbera upon the occasion of his designation as recipient
of the 2017 Italian Anerican of the Year Award by the New York
Conference of Italian Anerican State Legislators; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Gary LaBarbera.



