Senate Resolution No. 2576
BY: Senat or JACOBS
RECOGNI ZI NG June 2017, as Gay Pride Month

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
appl aud those cultural events within the State of New York which serve
to celebrate diversity, and in doing so, help to enfranchise mnority
popul ations within the larger community of humanity; and

WHEREAS, Menbers of this Legislative Body support the rights,
freedons, and equality of those who are |I|esbhian, gay, bisexual
transgender and queer (LGBTQ; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud coomend the Richard
C Failla LGBTQ Comm ssion of the New York State Courts and the New
York State Judicial Commission on Wnen in the Courts 8th Judicial
District, Gender and Racial Fairness Commttee upon the occasion of
hosting its Lunch and Learn in recognition of June 2017 as Gy Pride
Mont h on Thursday, June 15, 2017, at the Erie County Surrogate Courtroom
i n Buffal o, New York; and

WHEREAS, This auspicious occasion wll allow individuals to be
educated on the | andmark decision of the New York Court of Appeals in
the case of Brooke S. B. v. Elizabeth C.C. which determ ned the rights
of non-bi ol ogi cal and sane sex parents in custody cases through Brooke
Barone, Plaintiff, and her Attorney, Mrgaret Canby, Esqg.; and

WHEREAS, Created to go beyond the courts' adjudicative role, the
Richard C. Failla LGTQ Conmm ssion works in an admnistrative capacity
to foster the progress of LGBTQ persons in the courts and broader
comunity; and

VWHEREAS, The Richard C. Failla LGTQ Comm ssion acts as a forceful
advocate for LGBTQ issues and LGBTQ nenbers of the court comunity,
providing a bridge between the Judiciary's |eadership and LEBTQ
i ndividuals in the courts and | egal profession; and

WHEREAS, Under the able |eadership of Executive Director Mrc
Levine, the Richard C. Failla LABTQ Conm ssion wrks wth the Chief
Judge, Chief Adm nistrative Judge and other court officials to pronote
equal participation in and access to the courts and | egal profession by
all persons regardl ess of sexual orientation, gender identity or gender
expression; and

VWHEREAS, These include initiatives to enhance judicial and workforce
diversity to efforts to help ensure the issues facing LGBTQ litigants
are fairly addressed by the courts; and

VWHEREAS, The Richard C Failla LGTQ Comm ssion collaborates with
LAEBTQ advocacy organi zations, bar associations and community groups to
rai se awareness about LGBTQ issues and to foster a nore equitable,
supportive environnent for LGBTQ nenbers wthin the justice system



| egal profession and greater community; and

VWHEREAS, As a fully institutionalized organization within the court
system the Richard C. Failla LGBTQ Commi ssion serves to advance the
courts' outreach and advocacy efforts on behalf of the LGBTQ comrunity
including its topnost priorities to enhance judicial diversity and to
bring nore LGBTQ into its non-judicial workforce; and

WHEREAS, Qur society is greatly benefited by the purposeful efforts
of individuals who unite for the cause of inproving the quality of life
for others, and who proactively work toward the goal of dignity for all;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
recogni ze June 2017, as Gay Pride Month; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to Marc Levine, Executive Director, The Richard C Failla
LABTQ Commi ssi on.



