Senate Resolution No. 2574
BY: Senator PERALTA

VELCOM NG the students and faculty of the
Lexi ngton School for the Deaf/Center for the Deaf as
they visit Al bany, New York, on June 6, 2017

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend those institutions of true purpose and high achi evenent whose
exenpl ary prograns and acconplishments clearly denonstrate an enduring
pursuit of excellence in the education of deaf youth in the Enpire
State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
wel comre the students and faculty of the Lexington School for the
Deaf / Center for the Deaf as they visit Al bany, New York, on June 6,
2017; and

WHEREAS, It is central to the mission of the Lexington School for
the Deaf/Center for the Deaf to be an exenplary education, service and
research institution for the deaf and hard of hearing in Mtropolitan
New York City and the Nation; and

WHEREAS, The Lexi ngton School has hel ped and continues to facilitate
the deaf and hard of hearing in overcomng great barriers to |earning,
growi ng, and thriving in a conplex world; and

VWHEREAS, Lexi ngton School for the Deaf was founded in 1864 when the
first class of six children and an instructor convened at the hone of
| saac and Hannah Rosenfel d; and

VWHEREAS, Due to constantly increasing enrollnent, the school noved
several times until it settled in 1882 at 904 Lexi ngton Avenue with 161
students; in 1934, it officially became the Lexington School for the
Deaf; and

VWHEREAS, The Lexi ngton School for the Deaf continued to grow and in
1968, its new hone was inaugurated on a seven-acre site at 30th Avenue
and 75th Street in Jackson Hei ghts, Queens; and

WHEREAS, Today, the Lexington School for the Deaf is the |argest
school for the deaf in New York State, with its student body residing
t hroughout the five boroughs of New York City; and

WHEREAS, In addition to its strong academ c program the Lexington
School for the Deaf offers a broad range of physical and cultural
educati on prograns, including a highly regarded basketball team and

WHEREAS, 1In the 1980s, the Lexington School for the Deaf becane
known as the Lexington School for the Deaf/Center for the Deaf after
establishing several affiliate agencies to support the needs of deaf and
hard of hearing children and adults; this included the Lexington Center



for Mental Health Services; the Lexington Hearing and Speech Center; and
t he Lexi ngton Vocational Services, a New York State Education Departnent

- Vocational Services for Individuals with Disabilities-funded program
and

VWHEREAS, The Lexington School for the Deaf/Center for the Deaf
devel oped a new approach to teaching in the md-1990s; it becane the
first Mediated Learning educational nodel in a school for the deaf,
which earned it the federal designation of a WMst Effective Practices
school ; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body that those who
enhance the well-being and vitality of their conmunity and have shown a
long and sustained conmtnent to excellence certainly have earned our
recogni tion and appl ause; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
wel conre the students and faculty of the Lexington School for the
Deaf/ Center for the Deaf as they visit Al bany, New York, on June 6,
2017, and to wsh themwell in all their future endeavors; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the Lexington School for the Deaf/Center for the Deaf.



