Senat e Resol ution No. 2567
BY: Senat or PARKER

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
June 19, 2017, as Juneteenth Day in New York State

WHEREAS, Juneteenth is the ol dest-known cel ebration of the endi ng of
sl avery; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to nenorialize
Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimJune 19, 2017, as Juneteenth Day in
New York State; and

VWHEREAS, One of CGeneral Granger's first orders was Order No. 3 which
was read aloud to the people of Texas and which stated: "The people of
Texas are inforned that in accordance wth a Proclamation fromthe
Executive of the United States, all slaves are free. This involves an
absolute equity of rights and rights of property between nmasters and
former slaves, and the connection heretofore existing between them
becones that between enpl oyer and free | aborer."”; and

VWHEREAS, Many of the newl y-freed slaves stayed in their |ocations to
| earn about the new enployer/enployee relationship between thensel ves
and their fornmer masters, while others chose to reach famly nenbers in
other states, and still others chose to nove to the Northern states; and

VWHEREAS, Settling into new areas as free nmen and wonen brought on
new realities and chall enges of establishing a heretofore non-existent
status for Bl ack people in Anmerica; and

VWHEREAS, The celebration of Juneteenth allowed freed slaves and
their descendants to recount the nenories of that great day in 1865 when
freedom was proclaimed, and also served as a rel ease fromthe pressures
of settling into newterritories; and

VWHEREAS, Juneteenth has been known by a variety of nanes, including
"Jun-Jun," "Freedom Day," "Emanci pati on Day" and "Emanci pati on
Cel ebration,” but regardless of what the day is called, it is a day to
cel ebrate freedom and

VWHEREAS, A wi de range of activities becane traditional at Juneteenth
celebrations, including barbecuing, baseball, rodeos, fishing and
drinki ng strawberry soda; and

VWHEREAS, While Juneteenth is a tine for celebration, it is also a
time for reflection, education and sel f-i nprovenent; cel ebration
participants listen to elders recount the past, attend prayer services,
and | earn from educati onal speakers; and

WHEREAS, 1In sone instances, Juneteenth participants were not
permtted to wuse public parks to hold the celebrations; activities
sonetinmes took place on church grounds or in rural areas wuntil nore

African Anmericans owned land and donated it for the festivities; one



such park is Booker T. Washington Park in Mexia, Texas; and

WHEREAS, In 1980, the State of Texas was the first state to
recogni ze Juneteenth as an official state holiday, through the efforts
of Al Edwards, an African Anerican State Legislator; now, therefore, be
it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menoriali ze Governor Andrew M Cuonob to proclaim June 19, 2017, as
Juneteenth Day in New York State; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the State of
New Yor k.



