Senat e Resol ution No. 2560
BY: Senat or PARKER

COVMEMORATI NG  the 120t h Anni versary of the
destruction of Ellis Island by fire on Wadnesday,
June 14, 2017

WHEREAS, From 1892 to 1954 over 12 million imm grants entered the
United States through Ellis Island, a small island in New York Harbor,
within the shadows of the Statue of Liberty; only five years after its
1892 opening, the Ellis Island Immgration Station burned to the ground;
it was not until Decenber 17, 1900, that the new Min Building was
opened, receiving 2,251 inmgrants on that day al one; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body celebrates the inportance of Ellis
Island in the State of New York and in New York City as a first step for
t hose who were to beconme New Anericans; in doing so, we, as citizens of
this great State and this Nation, acknowl edge the role of Ellis Island
in realizing the dreans of mllions who cane to Anerica to pursue the
i deal s of our founders; and

VWHEREAS, Prior to 1890, the individual states regulated inmmgration
into the United States; the first |large wave of eight mllion inmgrants
entered New York from 1850 to 1890, primarily from Northern and Western
Europe, nmany through Castle Garden on Ellis Island, part of a system of
har bor fortifications; and

WHEREAS, |t becane apparent that the facility was ill-equipped to
deal with the huge influx of immgrants, so the federal governnent
constructed a new federally-operated immgration station on Ellis
Island; the fire that ensued burned the buildings to the ground,
destroying inmgration records dating to 1855; thereafter, all future
structures had to be fireproof; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is commtted to ensuring that the
citizens of New York State understand, remain dedicated to, and are
protected by the principles of governnent under the |law that was the
i npetus for the emgration of twenty mllion European inmgrants, and
untold nunbers of other inmgrants fromthe entire world since then;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 120th Anniversary of the destruction of Ellis Island by
fire that destroyed what was to beconme the very synbol of the Anerican
Dream now a part of the Statue of Liberty National Mnunent, and to
recogni ze the 117th Anniversary of the reopening of this historical
i sl and; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Statue of Liberty - Ellis Island Foundation, Inc.



