Senate Resolution No. 2186
BY: Senator TEDI SCO

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
June 6, 2017, as Aninmal Advocacy Day in the State of

New Yor k
WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body that all 1iving
creatures have value and to recognize and appreciate the service,
conpani onship, loyalty, unconditional |ove and happi ness aninals bring

to the lives of New Yorkers; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menoriali ze Governor Andrew M Cuono to procl ai mJune 6, 2017, as Ani ma
Advocacy Day in the State of New York; this year marks the 7th Annual
Ani mal Advocacy Day; and

WHEREAS, Animals are a beloved and cherished nenber of many of our
famlies and play a positive role in the lives of so many of New York's
citizens; and

WHEREAS, Pets offer conpanionship in nore than 71 mllion United
St at es househol ds, and studi es have shown conpani on animals can provide
a variety of health benefits; and

VWHEREAS, Conpani on ani mal s provide confort and assi stance to seniors
and people wth disabilities; and

WHEREAS, Conpanion animals play an inportant role hel ping police,
fire departments, and search and rescue efforts to keep our citizens
safe; and

VWHEREAS, Animal abuse, <cruelty and neglect result in unnecessary
pain and suffering to animls; and

VWHEREAS, Vi ol ence against animals is a bridge crinme that can and has
|l ed to violence agai nst people; and

VWHEREAS, I n 1999, a statewide petition drive was initiated to help
pass the landnmark Buster's Law which created the fel ony category of
"aggravated cruelty to animals,"” punishable by up to two years in prison
and a $5,000 fine; prior to this bill becomng law, aninmal «cruelty
resulted in only m sdeneanor penalties, if any charges were inposed at
all; and

WHEREAS, It is vital that we encourage enpathy and conpassion for
our conpanion aninmals, and that we provide a voice for those who cannot
speak for thenselves; and

VWHEREAS, Previous Ani mal Advocacy Day events pronoted the inportance
of increased penalties against the viewing of aninmal fighting and
crimnalizing materials and paraphernalia used to train animals for



fighting, and advocating its passage into |law, and

WHEREAS, On June 6, 2017, New York ani mal advocates, supporters, pet
owners, and citizens cone together to support, protect, and acknow edge
all animals' positive contribution to society and the famly of New
York; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclai mJune 6, 2017, as Ani nmal
Advocacy Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuono, Governor of the State of
New Yor k.



