Senate Resol ution No. 1987
BY: Senat or BAI LEY

COVMEMORATI NG the 105th Anniversary of Butler
Menorial United Methodi st Church of the Bronx, New
Yor k

WHEREAS, Religious institutions, and the many spiritual, social and
educational benefits they confer, play a vital role in the devel opnment
of the noral fabric of a responsible citizenry; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the tradition of this State and this Nation to pay
tribute to those institutions and individuals who have contributed to
the ethical and spiritual values of their communities; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body takes pleasure in commenorating the
105t h Anniversary of Butler Menorial United Methodist Church of the
Bronx, New York; and

WHEREAS, This auspicious mlestone will be celebrated with a nyriad
of events including a NNght of Prayer, Praise, Wrship & Hyms on
Wednesday, April 26, 2017; a Revival Service |ed by Reverend Al pher
Syl vester on Thursday, April 27, 2017; a Youth Revival Service wth
Speaker, El der Randy Cannon on Friday, April 28, 2017; and an
Anni versary Luncheon wth Guest Speaker Mnister Jocelyn Mann on
Sat urday, April 29, 2017; as well as Anniversary Sunday Wrship Services
presi ded over by Reverend Dr. Allen N Pinckney, Jr.; and

VWHEREAS, |In 1912, Butler Menorial United Methodi st Church began as a
smal | group of people who worshipped in a living roonm Reverend G| bert
W1 son becane the first Pastor at "Little Butler” located at 706 East
233rd Street in the Bronx; and

WHEREAS, |In 1947, under the |um nous | eadership of Reverend WIIliam
P. Johnson, Butler Menorial United Methodist Church increased its
menber shi p and expanded its services to the conmunity; and

VWHEREAS, After a great deal of work, the Church was relocated to its
present |ocation at 3920 Paulding Avenue; on July 1, 1962, the
congregation proudly marched fromULittle Butler to its brand new house
of worship; and

WHEREAS, From its hunble beginnings of a few people in a room the
congregation of Butler Menorial United Methodi st Church has grown to a
flock of 700 strong which is led by Pastor, Reverend Dr. Allen N
Pi nckney, Jr.; Assistant Pastor, Reverend Estella Abel; and Pastor
Emeritus, Reverend G andville Forde; and

VWHEREAS, For 105 years, Butler Menorial United Methodist Church has
served as a bel oved community of hope and which, proclaimng the Good
News of Jesus Christ, provide fellowship for all of God' s people, and
equi p persons for mnistry within the Church and the wder comunity;
and



WHEREAS, Sone of these mnistries include United Methodi st Men,
United Methodist Wnen, Health and Wlfare, Health and Heal i ng,

Evangel i sm Wor shi p, Yout h, Chur ch and Society, Lay Speakers,
Schol arshi ps, M ssions, Dance, Misic, and Acol yte; and

WHEREAS, For nore than a century, Butler Menorial United Methodi st
Church has strived to revive its community, mnd, body and spirit; and

VWHEREAS, Butler Menorial United Methodist Church stands on the
threshold of tonorrow, prepared to neet the chall enges of the com ng
decades while retaining that spiritual resolve which characterizes its
past; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to take note of
enduring religious institutions and to bring such institutions to the
attention of the people of this Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 105th Anniversary of Butler Menorial United Methodi st
Church of the Bronx, New York, fully confident that this conmenoration
reflects the belief in those values which enhance the dignity and
purpose of life; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Reverend Dr. Allen N Pinckney, Jr., Pastor; The
Reverend Estella Abel, Pastor; and The Reverend G andvill e Forde, Pastor
Eneritus, Butler Menorial United Methodi st Church.



