Senate Resolution No. 1764
BY: Senat or PARKER

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
Sept enber 18, 2017, as Prescription Opioid and
Her oi n Epi dem c Awareness Day in the State of New
Yor k

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize
of ficial days set aside to increase awareness of serious issues which
affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is proud to nenorialize
Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaim Septenber 18, 2017, as Prescription
pioid and Heroin Epidemc Awareness Day in the State of New York, in
conjunction with the observance of National Prescription Opioid and
Her oi n Epi dem ¢ Awar eness Day; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body would |ike to take this nonent to
remenber all those who |lost the battle to opioids, and those who are
courageously battling this disorder in recovery; and

WHEREAS, Every day nen, wonen and children across New York State
suffer fromthe pain and trauma of prescription opioid and heroin
addi ction from msuse of prescription opioid nedications to the
I ncreasi ng anount of drug overdoses relating to heroin, opioid, and
fentanyl substances; and

VWHEREAS, The prescription opioid and heroin epidem c cannot be
i gnored as the anpbunt of fatal overdoses in the State of New York has
reached a record high of over 1,000 individuals in 2016, which is a 23
percent increase in overdoses over the past tw years; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater public awareness of
this serious epidemc, and nore nust be done to increase activity and
know edge at the local, state, and national |evels to educate, support
and protect those afflicted as well as their famlies and caregivers;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaim Septenber 18, 2017, as
Prescription Opioid and Heroin Epidem c Anareness Day in the State of
New York, in conjunction with the observance of National Prescription
pi oi d and Heroi n Epi dem ¢ Awareness Day; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuono, Governor of the State of
New Yor k.



