Senat e Resol ution No. 1726
BY: Senat or JACOBS

HONORI NG Norma J. Nowak, Ph.D. upon the occasion
of her designation as recipient of the 2017 Athena
Award by the Buffal o Niagara Partnership

WHEREAS, It is the custom of this Legislative Body to publicly
commend those outstanding individuals within the State of New York whose
lifelong dedication to nedical research results in groundbreaking
di scoveries which inprove the |ives of those affected by the world's
nost devastating di seases; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Norma J. Nowak, Ph.D. upon the occasion of her designation as recipient
of the 2017 Athena Award by the Buffal o Ni agara Partnership; and

WHEREAS, Norma J. Nowak received this prestigious award for her
steadf ast support for the goals of wonen professionals, and providing
significant and selfless assistance on their behalf; she is truly
dedicated to pronoting the status of wonen in the Buffalo Niagara
regi on; and

VWHEREAS, Norma J. Nowak holds the title of Executive Director of the
University at Buffalo's New York State Center of Excellence I n
Bioinformatics and Life Sciences; she is a highly regarded researcher
and a recogni zed | eader in the field of human genom cs; and

VWHEREAS, Her research contributed directly to the Human Genone
Project, as well as to genomc-based approaches to understanding
heritabl e disorders and cancer; Norma J. Nowak is also the founder and
Chi ef Scientific Oficer of Enmpire Genomcs, LLC, a nolecular
di agnostics firmfocused on enabling personalized nedicine; and

WHEREAS, This brilliant wonman's efforts were instrumental in
obt ai ni ng nore than  $70 mllion in funding for research and
i nfrastructure; and

VWHEREAS, Norma J. Nowak has authored and co-authored 144 research
articles, and was the recipient of the 2008 Anmerican Associ ation of
Cancer Research (AACR) Team Science Award and the 2008 Thonas B. Tonmasi
Awar d from Roswell Par k Cancer Institute for her outstanding
achi evenments in science; and

WHEREAS, Currently, Norma J. Nowak is a nenber of the Buffal o Miuseum
of Science Board of Directors, and was recently appointed to the Enpire
State Stem Cell Board for New York State and the foundi ng Board of
Directors for 43North; and

VWHEREAS, Norma J. Nowak is also at the forefront of a new era of
personalized nedicine as a driving force in Governor Andrew M Cuono's
I nvestnent in the University of Buffalo, and the New York Genone Center



(NYGC) to create the Buffalo Institute for Genomics and Data Anal ytics
(BIG; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that those who
enhance the quality of life in their conmunity and have shown a | ong and
sustained conmtnment to the maintenance of high standards in their
prof ession, certainly have earned the recognition and applause of al
the citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Norma J. Nowak, Ph.D. upon the occasion of her designation as
recipient of the 2017 Athena Award by the Buffal o Ni agara Partnership;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Norma J. Nowak, Ph.D



