Senate Resolution No. 1676
BY: Senat or MONTGOVERY

HONORI NG Lynn Nottage upon the occasion of her
designation as recipient of the 2017 Pulitzer Prize
for Drama

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
those artistic individuals whose creative talents and commtnent to
witing contribute to the enrichment of their community and the world,
and to pay homage to a wonan whose life of witing stands out as an
inspiration to others; and

WHEREAS, From tinme to tine this Legislative Body takes note of
certain extraordinary individuals it wshes to recognize for their
val ued contributions to the success and progress of society and publicly
acknow edge their endeavors whi ch have enhanced the basic hunmanity anong
us all; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Lynn Nottage
upon the occasion of her designation as recipient of the 2017 Pulitzer
Prize for Drama for Sweat, her tinely play about a steel factory in
Readi ng, Pennsylvania, and the resulting economc and racial chaos in
that working-class town where friendships and famly ties are
i rreparably damaged; she is the first female playwight to receive this
prestigious award for the second tine; and

VWHEREAS, Each year, the Pulitzer Prize for Drama i s bestowed upon an
Aneri can author who has witten an original play dealing wth Anmerican
life; and

VWHEREAS, Lynn Nottage is a Brooklyn-based playwight and a
screenwiter whose plays have been produced widely in the United States
and throughout the world; Sweat, the recipient of the 2015-2016 Susan
Smth Bl ackburn Prize, was witten on conm ssion, and presented at the
Shakespeare Festival in Ashland, Oregon, in July of 2015, and then at
the Arena Stage in Washington, D.C. in January of 2016; and

VWHEREAS, On Novenber 3, 2016, Sweat premered OFf Broadway at The
Public Theater; after a sold out run, the play noved to Broadway where
it officially opened at Studio 54 on March 26, 2017; and

WHEREAS, Lynn Nottage's other productions include By The Wy, Meet
Vera Stark, Intimate Apparel, Fabul ation, or The Re-Education of Undi ne,
Crunbs fromthe Table of Joy, Las Meninas, Miud, R ver, Stone, as well as
Por' knockers; all of these exceptional plays have won nunerous awards;
and

WHEREAS, | n 2009, Lynn Nottage won her first Pulitzer Prize for her
play entitled Ruined, which takes a |ook at the inpact of the brutal
civil war in the Denocratic Republic of Congo, and its horrific inpact
on woren; and



VWHEREAS, Currently, Lynn Nottage 1is developing a multinedia
performance installation, This is Reading, which wll re-animate the
historic Franklin Street Railroad Station in downtown Readi ng; and

VWHEREAS, Lynn Nottage is also working with conposer Ricky lan Gordon
on adapting her play Intinate Apparel into an opera; and

WHEREAS, Moreover, Lynn Nottage 1is the co-founder of Market Road
Films, a production conpany whose npbst recent projects include "The
Notorious M. Bout," "First to Fall,"” and "Renote Control"; and

WHEREAS, Over the years, Lynn Nottage has devel oped original
projects for HBO Sidney Kinmel Entertainnment, Showine, This is That
and Harpo; she is also the witer/producer on the Netflix series "She's
CGotta Have It," directed by Spi ke Lee; and

VWHEREAS, In addition to her awards for her plays, this incredibly
talented woman has been the recipient of numerous accol ades including
the PEN Laura Pels Master Playwight Award, Literature Award from The
Acadeny of Arts and Letters, a Colunbia University Provost Gant, the
Doris Duke Artist Award, The Joyce Foundation Comm ssion Project and
Grant, the Madge Evans-Sidney Kingsley Award, the MacArthur "Genius
G ant" Fellowship, the Steinberg "M m" D stinguished Playwight Award,
the Nelson A  Rockefeller Award for Creativity, The Dramatists Guild
Hul | -Warriner Award, the inaugural Horton Foote Prize, the Helen Hayes
Award, the Lee Reynolds Award, and the Jewish Wrld Watch i Wt ness
Awar d; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, Lynn Nottage has earned the National Black
Theatre Fest's August WIson Playwiting Award, a Guggenhei m G ant,
Lucille Lortel Fellowship and Visiting Research Fellowship at Princeton
Uni versity; and

VWHEREAS, A graduate of Brown University and the Yale School of
Drama, Lynn Nottage serves as an Associate Professor in the Theatre
Department at Col unbia School of the Arts; and

VWHEREAS, Committed to the cultural enrichnment of the citizens of the
State of New York, Lynn Nottage is a vital nenber of the Boards of
Directors of BRIC Arts Media Bklyn, Donor Direct Action, Second Stage
and the Dramatists Guild; recently, she conpleted a three-year term as
an Artist Trustee on the Board of the Sundance Institute; and

VWHEREAS, This esteened playwight has given not only of her tinme and
energi es but also of her conpetence, intelligence and |eadership and
consequent|y has been designated for special honor; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when artistic
creators of such renmarkable talent and acconplishnents are brought to
our attention, they should be <celebrated and recognized by all the
citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Lynn Nottage upon the occasion of her designation as recipient of



the 2017 Pulitzer Prize for Drama; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Lynn Nottage.



