Senate Resol ution No. 1480
BY: Senat or JACOBS

MOURNI NG the death of former Fire Conm ssioner
Walter "Jay" MIligan of the Lake View Vol unteer
Fi re Depart nent

WHEREAS, It is wth great sorrow and deep regret that this
Legi sl ative Body records the passing of former Fire Commi ssioner W Jay
M I 1igan, not i ng t he significance of his purposeful Ilife and
acconpl i shnents; and

WHEREAS, W Jay MIligan of Lake View, New York, died on Monday,
March 20, 2017, at the age of 86; and

WHEREAS, W Jay MlIlligan joined the Lake View Volunteer Fire
Departnent in July of 2005, and was an active and productive nenber
until his death; throughout his 12 years of service, he always strived
to give back to his comunity; and

WHEREAS, Never in the history of the Lake View Volunteer Fire
Department did a "seasoned", 73 year-old rookie, becone involved and
give of hinself above and beyond nornmal expectations; at atine in life
when nost veteran fire service nenbers draw back in their activities, he
was just the opposite; his determ nation was sinply incredible; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his tenure, W Jay MIIligan answered nore than
21 percent of EMS and fire calls, which was close to 100 calls per year
he faithfully attended weekly drills and training sessions, neetings and
wor k details; and

VWHEREAS, In 2008, W Jay MIligan was elected to the esteened title
of Fire Comm ssioner of the Lake View Fire District, a position he held
until 2013; in this capacity, he was instrunental in the Fire District's
acquisition of two parcels of property which allowed the fire departnent
to have options should the district need to expand or update its
facilities in the future; and

WHEREAS, Well-respected and appreciated by his fellow fire service
menbers, W Jay MIIligan was an honorary nmenber of the Arnor Vol unteer
Fire Conmpany, and an active participant in the Southtowns Fire Police
Associ ation, and the Fire Police Squad; and

WHEREAS, W Jay MIlligan found friendships in Erie County and
t hroughout New York State while attending local, county and state
conferences and training sessions; those who had the opportunity to know
him found himto be an interesting and caring; he had a way of naking
friends quickly and those friendships were nmutually respected and
cherished; and

VWHEREAS, |In addition to his valuable work wth the Lake View
Vol unteer Fire Departnent, W Jay MIlligan was a pioneer in the
not orsports industry and the founding father of JM Productions, Inc.



and

WHEREAS, Nearly 54 vyears ago, W Jay MIligan first produced a
Denolition Derby at the Erie County Fair in Hanburg, New York; his hard
wor k and vast know edge was the groundwork of his thriving conpany which
ultimately becane the driving force behind nore than 70 shows annual |y
at both state and county fairs all over the eastern United States; and

WHEREAS, In 1974, W Jay MIlligan created the Al-Anerican Thrill
Show where he had a role in developing a md-air, 360 degree roll called
the "Astro-Spiral"; and

VWHEREAS, An exceptional skier, W Jay MIligan also served on the
United States Ski Patrol at Kissing Bridge for approxi mately 15 years;
and

WHEREAS, Jay MIlligan distinguished hinmself in the Lake View
Vol unteer Fire Departnment and by his sincere dedication and substanti al
contribution to the welfare of his community; and

VWHEREAS, A great asset to society, Jay MIligan is going to be truly
mssed and wll be a great loss to the Lake View Volunteer Fire
Departnent; and

WHEREAS, It takes a special dedication, a strong desire to help
others and a tireless sense of community to forsake precious tinme wth
famly and friends to respond to the signal that a neighbor is in need,
Jay MIligan was such a firefighter; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his years of devoted service, Jay MIlligan
heroical ly perfornmed, above and beyond the <call of duty, those
responsibilities which define the task of fire protection; and

VWHEREAS, Predeceased by his wife, Florence E. Mlligan, and his
brother-in-law, WIliam Christensen, Jay MIlligan is survived by his
former wife, Kathy MIligan; six children, Sheryl L. (Dale) Zielonka,
Jay (Dee) MIligan, Jr., Paul L. MIlligan, Kathleen E. (Janes) Werling,
Barbara J. (Doug) Manchester, and Mrilyn R (John) Zoeckler; 13
grandchil dren; 15 great-grandchildren; one sister, Joyann Christensen;
several nieces and nephews; and his cat, Skooter; as well as a |egion of
fellow firefighters and friends who will |ong cherish his nmenory; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassion, Jay MIlligan | eaves behind a | egacy which will |ong endure
t he passage of tine and will remain a conforting nmenory to all he served
and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nourn the death of fornmer Fire Conm ssioner Walter "Jay" MIligan of the
Lake View Volunteer Fire Departnent; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Walter "Jay" MIIligan



