Senat e Resol ution No. 1211
BY: Senator LITTLE

COVMEMORATI NG the 100th Anniversary of New York
State granting wonen the right to vote

WHEREAS, On July 19, 1848, a Winen's Rights Convention was held in
Seneca Falls, New York; over 200 wonen and over 40 nen including wdely
known activists Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and Frederick
Dougl ass attended the convention; unifying the causes of abolishing
sl avery and wonen's rights, a Declaration of Sentinments was signed and
the Whnen's Rights Movenent in New York State officially began; and

WHEREAS, The struggle continued for 69 years before New York woul d
pass the right to vote for wonen and 72 years before the 19th anendnent
would be ratified allow ng wonen to vote throughout the nation; during
this time, wonen would continue to fight for equal rights; and

VWHEREAS, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony formed the
Anerican Equal Rights Association, which focused on universal suffrage
for all races and genders; when the 15th Anmendnent canme out in 1870,
many wonmen were opposed to the anendnent because it did not include
suffrage for wonen; and

WHEREAS, Two years | ater Susan B. Anthony was arrested in Rochester
New York, for trying to vote for Uysses S. Gant in the presidential
el ection; and though she was charged with a fine of $100, she did not
pay it or receive jail tinme; and

VWHEREAS, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony would continue
this fight until their deaths in the early 1900s; unfortunately, neither
of them would get a chance to exercise their right to vote; and

VWHEREAS, Among many others continuing the fight for wonmen in New
York was Carrie Lane Chapnan Catt, the President of the National
Ameri can Wman Suffrage Associ ation (NAWSA); and

WHEREAS, One of her highlights was a dramatic protest in 1916,
during a presidential cerenony where President Whodrow WIlson was on a
yacht headed toward the Statue of Liberty for an electric |ighting;
wonen in bi-planes flew over the yacht, dropping small paper leaflets
all saying "Votes for Wnen; after New York State granted wonen the
right to vote in 1917, Carrie Lane Chapman Catt turned the NAWSA into a
nore nodern | obbyist platformfor wonen's rights; and

WHEREAS, Through the efforts of Carrie Lane Chapman Catt, the
wonen' s suffrage cause was pushed to victory; she was able to persuade
both the Denocratic and Republican parties to include wonen's suffrage
as part of their platfornms; and

VWHEREAS, On Novenber 6, 1917, wonen finally gained the right to vote
in New York State; suffrage won in every borough and the large mjority
in New York City overcane a slight |oss upstate, so that the neasure



carried by nore than 100, 000 votes statew de; and

VWHEREAS, |In recognition of the Whnen's Suffrage novenent and their
history and inportant contribution to the heritage of the State of New
York, it is the intent of this Legislative Body to join in the
celebration of their 100th Anniversary so that present and future
generations nmay cone to appreciate the significance their history plays
in the progression of our State and Nation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 100th Anniversary of New York State granting wonen the
right to vote, as well as to recognize its significant history and
i nportance to the Nation's progress on wonen's rights.



