Senate Resolution No. 121
BY: Senator BRESLI N

HONORI NG O Connor, O Connor, Bresee & First upon
the occasion of its designation as a recipient of
the Pro Bono Award by The Legal Project on Novenber
4, 2016

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon the people of the State of New York to
recogni ze and acknow edge those organi zations wthin our mdst which
have made significant contributions to the quality of life therein; and

WHEREAS, From tinme to tine this Legislative Body takes note of
certain extraordinary individuals and organizations it w shes to
recogni ze for their valued contributions to the success and progress of
soci ety and publicly acknow edge their endeavors which have enhanced the
basi ¢ humanity anong us all; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor O Connor,
O Connor, Bresee & First wupon the occasion of its designation as
reci pient of the Pro Bono Award by The Legal Project to be celebrated
with a Luncheon on Friday, Novenber 4, 2016, at The Century House,
Lat ham New York; and

VWHEREAS, O Connor, O Connor, Bresee & First is a versatile law firm
based in Al bany, New York, wth practice areas that include nedica
mal practice and insurance defense, bankruptcy, appeals and crimnal
def ense; and

WHEREAS, M chael O Connor and his col | eagues have given tirelessly
of their time to clients of The Legal Project with extensive bankruptcy
pro bono assi stance; and

WHEREAS, A board certified comrercial and consunmer bankruptcy
specialist, Mchael O Connor is admtted to the New York State Bar, as
well as the United States District Court for the Southern, Eastern and
Northern Districts of New York, the Second Circuit Court of Appeals and
the United States Suprene Court; and

VWHEREAS, M chael O Connor's concentration of practice is in the
representation of debtors and trustees in bankruptcy |iquidations and
reorgani zati ons; he has been recogni zed nunmerous tinmes for his service,
and |l ectures frequently on bankruptcy issues for the New York State Bar
Associ ation, National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees, and ot her
regi onal and national bar associations; and

VWHEREAS, This esteened man is a Chapter 7 Trustee and was appoi nted
to the Chapter 7 Trustee Panel for the United States Bankruptcy Court
for the Northern District of New York in 1986; he is also a contributing
editor for the West Bankruptcy Exenption Manual (2003-present); and

WHEREAS, Active in his profession, Mchael O Connor is a nenber,
past president, and past director of the Capital Regi on Bankruptcy Bar



Associ ati on and nunerous bar associ ations and comm ttees; and

WHEREAS, M chael O Connor brings an expertise and understanding of
t he nuances of bankruptcy legal 1issues to The Legal Project,
particularly as they inpact pro bono clients, which serves to help
clients even beyond the cases that he is able to take on; and

VWHEREAS, M chael O Connor and his team Paralegal Staff Betsey
Enzi en, Amanda Kurutz and Andrea Sinmons and Associate Attorney Shannon
D. Frazier, have assisted 39 pro bono bankruptcy clients since 2014;
and

WHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering commtnent to giving back
to his community, Mchael O Connor volunteers once a nonth at a Legal
Clinic to provide | egal advice, often taking on the cases pro bono; and

WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the inpressive dedication shown by an
i ndividual for the benefit of others which Mchael O Connor has
di spl ayed t hroughout his |ife; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
I ndi vi dual s and organi zati ons of such noble ains and acconplishnents are
brought to our attention, they should be cel ebrated and recogni zed by
all the citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor O Connor, O Connor, Bresee & First wupon the occasion of its
designation as a recipient of the Pro Bono Anard by The Legal Project on
Novenber 4, 2016; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to O Connor, O Connor, Bresee & First.



