Senate Resolution No. 119
BY: Senator BRESLI N

HONORI NG Bob Connors and Becky Meier upon the
occasion of their designation as recipients of the
Jim Perry Progressive Leadership Award by Capit al
District Gtizen Action on Cctober 20, 2016

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon the people of the State of New York to
recogni ze and acknow edge those wthin our mdst who have made
significant contributions to the quality of life therein; and

WHEREAS, From tinme to tine this Legislative Body takes note of
certain extraordinary individuals it wshes to recognize for their
val ued contributions to the success and progress of society and publicly
acknow edge their endeavors whi ch have enhanced the basic hunanity anong
us all; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Bob Connors
and Becky Meier upon the occasion of their designation as recipients of
the Jim Perry Progressive Leadership Award by Capital District Ctizen
Action to be celebrated at its 24th Annual Awards Dinner on Thursday,
Cct ober 20, 2016, at the Desnond Hotel, Al bany, New York; and

WHEREAS, The Jim Perry Progressive Leadership Awards are naned in
honor of JimPerry, a founding nenber of Capital District Ctizen
Action; it is with the menories of his actions and words that this vital
organi zation recognizes those who have denonstrated a commtnent to
comunity activism and | eadershi p; and

VWHEREAS, Bob Connors and Becky Meier are being honored wth this
auspicious award for their role as two of the area's nost dedi cated,
inspiring activists and | eaders who have spent countless hours working
to make their community a stronger, nore just place to live; and

VWHEREAS, Becky Meier began her activismat just 10 years old by
starting a petition to save starving children in Biafra; in Mddle
School she led a Vietnam War teach-in, and in H gh School she worked as
a secretary for the author of The Qther Anmerica, Mchael Harrington; and

WHEREAS, As an el enentary school teacher, Becky Meier fought agai nst
test driven curriculumand for authentic project learning; in 2006, she
was instrunental in the establishnment of the New Engl and Coalition of
Progressive El enentary Educators; and

WHEREAS, After 20 years of teaching, Becky Mier wrked for
organi zations supporting immgrants, and has served on nultiple |ocal
boar ds; and

VWHEREAS, Born and raised in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, Bob Connors
has a degree I n Mar keti ng Managenent from the University of
Massachusetts; he went on to conplete the Registered Nurse Program at
Ber kshire Community Col |l ege; and



WHEREAS, A true asset to the community, Bob Connors served as a
Peace Corps auditor in Ganbia, West Africa, and worked for Housing Now
as a VISTA community organi zer after college; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his illustrious career, Bob Connors worked in
sal es and al so owned and operated a used book store for nearly 30 years;
in addition, he was a foundi ng nenber and conmunity organi zer for Conmon
Good Finance, an organization developing a conmunity nutual credit
system and co-coordi nator of Berkshire Ti nebank; and

WHEREAS, In the spring of 2014, Becky Meier and Bob Connors founded
Stop New York Fracked Gas Pipeline after learning a fracked gas pipeline
was slated to go through their town; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, despite the pipeline project's proposed route
changi ng, Becky and Bob continued the fight to prevent the dangers of
this proliferation of the use of fossil fuel; due to the conbined
efforts of individuals and groups in New York, Massachusetts and New
Hanpshire, the conpany proposing the pipeline withdrew its application
| ast May; and

VWHEREAS, Rar e indeed is the inpressive dedication shown by
I ndi viduals for the benefit of others which Bob Connors and Becky Meier
have di spl ayed t hroughout their |ives; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of +this Legislative Body that when
I ndi vi dual s of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our
attention, they should be cel ebrated and recognized by all the citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Bob Connors and Becky Meier upon the occasion of their designation
as recipients of the JimPerry Progressive Leadership Award by Capital
District Gtizen Action on Cctober 20, 2016; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Bob Connors and Becky Meier.



