Senate Resolution No. 1137
BY: Senat or AKSHAR

LEGQ SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON nenori alizing Governor
Andrew M Cuonpb to proclaim April 2-8, 2017, as
Crime Victins' Rights Week in the State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official weeks set aside to increase awareness of serious issues which
affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, it is the sense of this Legislative Body to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimApril 2-8, 2017, as
Crinme Victinse' Rights Week in the State of New York, in conjunction with
t he observance of National Crine Victins' R ghts Wek; and

WHEREAS, For the past three decades, Anericans have joined together
to recognize the needs and rights of crine victins and survivors during
National Crinme Victins' Rights Wek; and

VWHEREAS, This year's thene, "Strength. Resilience. Justice.”" will be
celebrated at a nyriad of events throughout the week including a
Renmenbrance Wall on display at the CGakdale Mall, M ni-Renenbrance Walls
on display at various Broone County locations, a talk from a survivor
entitled "A Tribute of Hope: FromVictimto Survivor" at O siningo Park,
and the Annual Crine Victins' Rights Wek Breakfast at The Holiday I|Inn
Arena in Bi nghanton; and

VWHEREAS, Every man, woman and child who is victimzed by crine in
Anerica deserves to be treated with dignity and conpassi on, and deserves
services and support to help themin the aftermath of crinme; and

WHEREAS, Twenty mllion Anericans are directly harnmed by crinme each
year, and each crine affects nmany nore famly nenbers, friends,
nei ghbors, and co-workers; and

VWHEREAS, Crinme can leave a Ilasting physical, enotional, and
financial inpact on people of all ages and abilities, and of all
econom ¢, racial, and social backgrounds; and

WHEREAS, In addition to these challenges, crine victins face a
crimnal, mlitary, and juvenile justice systemthat, at tinmes, ignores

their rights and treats themw th di srespect; and

VWHEREAS, In 1982, the President's Task Force on Victins of Crine
envi sioned a national commtnment to a nore equitable and supportive
response to victins; and

WHEREAS, The nation heeded this call to action and pronoted victins'
rights initiatives, effective and conpassionate victimservices, and
just conpensation and financial support; and



WHEREAS, In 1984, the Crime Victins Fund was established by the
Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) to provide a permanent source of support for

crime victimservices and conpensation through fines and penalties paid
by convicted federal offenders; and

VWHEREAS, Today, thousands of victim assistance prograns provide help
and support to <child victinms of violence and sexual abuse; stalking
victinms; survivors of homicide wvictins; victins of drunk-dri ving
crashes; and victins of donmestic, dating, and sexual violence and ot her
crinmes; and

VWHEREAS, The victim assistance community faces new challenges to
reach and serve all victins, including victinms of newcrines |ike
cybercrinme and terrorismand victins who have not always trusted the
crimnal justice system including inmgrant victinms, urban youth, and
victinms who are | esbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or questioning; and

VWHEREAS, While New York State has adopted laws to protect the rights
of victins of crime and provide themw th essential services, it renains
the responsibility of all citizens to ensure that these | aws are upheld;
and

WHEREAS, |nportant efforts have been inplenented to ensure treatnment
to help victins begin healing; anong the volunteers and professionals
who work toward this are | aw enforcenent officers, prosecutors, victim
service providers, correction officers, parole and probation officers,
counsel ors, physicians, health care professionals, and the nany others
whose dedi cation and service to crinme victins help lessen trauma and
assi st in personal recovery; and

WHEREAS, Now is the tine to enbrace new solutions that involve new
partnershi ps with underserved coomunities and a greater enphasis on
| ear ni ng what works in neeting victins' needs; and

VWHEREAS, The United States Departnent of Justice, through the Vision
21 initiative, calls for a renewed conmtnment to serving all victins of
crime in the 21st Century; and

VWHEREAS, National Crine Victins' Rights Wek, April 2-8, 2017,
provides an opportunity to celebrate the energy, creativity, and
commtnent that |aunched the wvictins' rights novenent, inspired its
progress, and continues to advance the cause of justice for crine
victinms; and

WHEREAS, Respect and dignity are basic rights of all those who have
been victimzed by crinme and those responsi ble nust be held accountabl e
for their actions; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater public awareness of
this serious issue, and nore nust be done to increase activity at the
| ocal, State and national |evels; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonob to proclaimApril 2-8, 2017, as



Crinme Victinme' Rights Wek in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuono, Governor of the State of
New Yor k.



