Senate Resolution No. 1129
BY: Senat or MARCH ONE

COMVEMORATI NG the 50th Anniversary of the Chanber
of Sout hern Saratoga County on April 26, 2017

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize the
achievenents of those organizations which substantially contribute to
the economic vitality of their communities and the entire Enpire State;
and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
cormenorate the 50th Anniversary of the Chanber of Southern Saratoga
County, to be feted at an Anniversary Cel ebration on Wdnesday, Apri
26, 2017, at the Hilton Garden Inn in difton Park, New York; and

WHEREAS, For 50 years, the Chanber of Southern Saratoga County has
diligently worked for its nenbers, custoners and stakeholders to create
a successful business environnent, provide val uable resources and to be
a vigorous advocate for the business community; and

WHEREAS, The Chanber al so seeks to becone the | eading resource for
the devel opnent, growth and success of Southern Saratoga County and the
entire Capital Region of Tech Valley; and

VWHEREAS, By the 1960s, the predom nantly renote farm and of Southern
Sarat oga County was quickly becomng a residential haven for city
wor kers follow ng the construction of the Northway; in 1967, the difton
Par k- Hal f nbon Area Chanber of Commerce was forned as an outgrowth of the
Hal f roon Business Cl ub; the organization was officially incorporated in
1968; and

WHEREAS, During the 1970s, the area cane alive wth ret ai
busi nesses to support the housing growth; the Town of difton Park
became the hub of this growh in Southern Saratoga County wth
attractive settings to |live and to do business; and

VWHEREAS, The Chanber was instrunental in establishing a difton Park
Post Ofice, and helped formthe Shenendehowa School District from 10
smal |, some one-room school houses in Cifton Park, Halfnoon, Milta and
Mechani cville; today, the Shenendehowa School District educates al npbst
10,000 children and is the | argest enployer in Southern Saratoga County;
and

VWHEREAS, |In 1972, the Chanber presented its first scholarship award
to a |l ocal high school student planning to pursue a career in a business
field; this scholarship, now naned the Francis E. Al nstead Menori al
Schol arship Award, after a fornmer Chanber president, is still given
annual ly; and

VWHEREAS, The first enclosed shopping mall, Cifton Country Mall, now
cal |l ed Aifton Park Center, was built in 1971 on the grow ng



t horoughfare of Route 146; other retail stores followed during the
decade along wth banking facilities and service industries; and

VWHEREAS, | n 1977, the Chanber opened its first offices in the Realty
USA building at 1710 Route 9, a donation of office space, privileges and
neeting areas; one year later, the difton Park-Hal fnoon Area Chanber
becanme the Sout hern Saratoga County Chanber of Conmerce and a |ogo was
designed incorporating the "twin bridges" on the Northway Route 87
signifying that the area was a link with the State Capital 1in Al bany;
and

VWHEREAS, In the 1980s, a Hotel/Mtel Commttee was created to
fulfill the need for lodging in the area, and the Chanber supported the
expansion of the difton Country Mall and offered its first health
coverage to nenbers through Community Health Plan; and

WHEREAS, During this time, nmenbership increased from 200 to over
550, and the offices were conputerized and noved to the Key Bank
building at the intersection of Routes 9 and 146 in Hal f roon; and

WHEREAS, The next decade saw even nore growh in small businesses,
and the Chamber's nenbership rose from550 to over 765 by m d-decade; in
m d- 1996, the Chanber once again noved to a new |ocation in Shoppers
Wrld Plaza on 15 Park Avenue; the new offices added additional neeting
space, conputer networking, website and e-mail capabilities; and

WHEREAS, difton Park had beconme a premi er location for offices and
prof essional and nedical facilities, while the western end retai ned nuch
of the original rural atnosphere; farns still domnated |arge segnents
of Ballston, Halfroon, Malta, Stillwater and Waterford; and

WHEREAS, Between 1960-1990, the population of Southern Saratoga
County grew from 35,085 to 84,960 residents; and

WHEREAS, The 21st Century brought many changes; in 2005, the Chanber
rebranded its inage with a newlogo and website, and expanded their
offices to include an Executive Education Center, a versatile training
facility used by the University at Al bany Wekend MA program and
avai l abl e for rent by nmenbers; and

VWHEREAS, In 2006, and again in 2008, the Chanber partnered with the
Di sney Corporation to bring the world renowned Di sney Keys to Excellence
Programto the Capital Region so that |ocal businesses could experience
the "business behind the magic"; also, in 2008, the Chanber staked its
claim as a front runner in Tech Valley's workforce devel opnent
initiatives with an event entitled: CLICK '08: A Sunmit Connecting
Busi ness and Education to G ow a Regional Wrkforce; and

WHEREAS, As 2010 approached, the Chanber and the region it served,
stood on the edge of an econom c explosion; the devel opnment of the
Lut her Forest Technol ogy Canpus and the addition of high tech conpanies
such as The Foundry Conpany (a division of Advanced M cro Devices) added
an exciting dynam c and econom c prosperity to the region; and

VWHEREAS, Today, the Chanber of Southern Saratoga County continues to



pronote, protect, and serve its nenbers; and

VWHEREAS, It is wth great pleasure that this Legislative Body
acknow edges this exceptional organization and its contributions to the
| ocal and State economies, fully confident it will continue to enjoy the
sparkling success it has experienced thus far; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 50th Anniversary of the Chanber of Southern Saratoga
County; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Chanber of Southern Saratoga County.



