Senate Resolution No. 107
BY: Senator BRESLI N

COMVENDI NG Reverend Leonard D. Comithier, Jr. upon
t he occasi on of his 30th Anniversary to be
cel ebrated on Novenber 18, 2016

VWHEREAS, The character and richness of religious and comunity life
in this noble Enpire State are nourished and fulfilled through the
faithful concern and selfless devotion of those who commt their
energi es and purpose to the mnistry of others; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to bring ful
recognition and just tribute to individuals who distinguish thenselves
and the mnistry through their unremtting conm tnent and preem nence of
service; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to commend Reverend
Leonard D. Comthier, Jr. upon the occasion of his 30th Anniversary to
be celebrated at the "The Wtchman and The Wrkman" Reception and
Banquet on Friday, Novenber 18, 2016 at the Al bany Marriott, Al bany, New
Yor k; and

WHEREAS, Throughout the past 30 years, Reverend Leonard D.
Comthier, Jr. has brought unparalleled | eadership to the Macedoni a
Bapti st Church, faith community and the Capital D strict as a whole; and

VWHEREAS, As Pastor of the Macedoni a Baptist Church, Reverend Leonard
D. Comthier, Jr. initiated nunerous positive social, spiritual, and
econom ¢ changes which have greatly benefitted the people within his
comunity as well as the state of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Born in Catskill, New York, to the late Deacon Leonard
Comthier, Sr. and Lucinda Brewer Conmithier, Leonard D. Comthier, Jr.
graduat ed from Ravena- Coeymans- Sel kirk Central School Systemand was a
faithful nenber of the Riverview Baptist Church of Coeymans, New York;
and

VWHEREAS, After high school, he studied at both West Virginia State
Coll ege and the College of Saint Rose; he then followed in his father's
footsteps and attended the New York Theol ogi cal Sem nary; and

VWHEREAS, Reverend Leonard D. Comthier, Jr. received his New York
State Certification in Special Education, Elenentary Education and
School Adm nistration and Supervision and conpleted post - gr aduat e
courses at the State University of Al bany; and

VWHEREAS, In 1986, Reverend Leonard D. Comithier, Jr. was installed
as Pastor of the Macedonia Baptist Church, after a successful pastorate
at t he Second Congregational Church, United Church of Christ,
Pittsfield, Massachusetts; and

WHEREAS, Throughout his |ong-established car eer, Leonard D.



Comthier, Jr. hel d nunerous | eadership positions including, Drector
and Coordi nator of Mnisterial Services and Faith-based Prograns for the
NYS O fice of Children and Fam |y services, President of the Baptist

Mnisters Alliance of the Capital Area, and Mderator of the Hudson
Ri ver Frontier M ssionary Baptist Association, as well as Vice-President
of the Enpire Baptist Mssionary Convention of New York State African
American Clergy United for Enpowernent; and

WHEREAS, In addition to his role as spiritual |eader, Reverend
Leonard D Comthier, Jr. is commtted to helping his beloved
comunity; he initiated Project 90 Building Project, established both
t he Macedonia Community Devel opnent Corporation and the Macedonia Rites
of Passage Program (ROPES) and founded a Health Mnistry to pronote
awar eness of health issues relevant to the African-American conmunity;
and

VWHEREAS, This remarkabl e public servant also partnered with Witney
Young Health Center to deliver information to the comunity, devel oped
and enhanced the Macedoni a Schol arship Fund to provide nonetary support
and scholarships for the continuation of academc excellence for
African- Anerican and Latino-Anerican youth in the Capital District, and
establ i shed the Macedoni a Backpack Program whi ch provi des nonperishable
food itens to children; and

VWHEREAS, In 2015, Reverend Leonard D. Comthier, Jr. was naned
Pastor of the Year and was appointed to the Board of Directors for the
Nati onal Baptist Convention USA;, under his exceptional guidance, the
Macedoni a Bapti st Church was naned Church of the Year by the Enpire
Bapti st M ssionary Convention of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Reverend Leonard D. Comthier, Jr. has brought to his
mnistry an overwhelmng spirit of charity and conpassion, acting from
vision and enlightennent in conducting his adm nistrative and spiritual
duties, while always displaying the highest standards of personal and
prof essional integrity and dedication; and

VWHEREAS, Thi s di sti ngui shed man of God has always given
enl i ght ennent, gui dance and wi sdomto the many entrusted to his care and
has adm ni stered abundantly and wunstintingly to the spiritual and
corporal needs of all; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when a person
of such nobl e ains and acconplishnments is brought to our attention it is
appropriate to publicly and jubilantly proclaim and comend that
I ndi vidual for the edification of others; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commrend Reverend Leonard D. Comthier, Jr. upon the occasion of his 30th
Anni versary to be <celebrated on Novenber 18, 2016, noting his
unrem tting and conpassionate faith and his exenplary service to God,
man, and his community, and extending to himheartfelt best wi shes for a
future of continued purposeful success and well-being; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be



transmtted to Reverend Leonard D. Comthier, Jr.



