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STATE OF NEW YORK

9591

| N ASSEMBLY

January 25, 2018

Introduced by M of A RAIA -- read once and referred to the Conmittee
on Heal th

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to authorizing the
heal th departnment to develop regulations pertaining to hard of hearing
hospital patients and others

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public health law is amended by adding a new section
2805-z to read as foll ows:

8 2805-z. Hospital; persons with a hearing inpairnent. 1. The foll ow
ing definitions shall apply to this section:

(a) "Hearing inpairnent” neans a condition that has rendered a person
hard of hearing, deaf, or deaf-blind.

(b) "Patient" neans a person receiving health care at a hospital.

(c) "Responsible person" neans a parent., guardian, or person otherw se
responsible for the health care decisions of a patient.

2. The departnent shall adopt requlations concerning patients and
responsi bl e persons who have a hearing inpairnment, which shall require
at least the foll ow ng:

(a) Except where not nedically feasible, all hospitals shall ascertain
at the tinme of admi ssion whether a patient or responsible person has a
hearing inpairnent. If so, the hospital shall ascertain whether or not
he or she needs an interpreter or an assistive listening device and his
or her preferred nethod of conmuni cation.

(b) When necessary, hospitals nust furnish a qualified interpreter to
ensure effective comunication between a patient or responsible person
with a hearing inpairnment and the patient's physician and other hospital
per sonnel .

(c) A patient or responsible person with a hearing inpairnent nay
designate a person to serve as an interpreter for the purposes of this
section.

(d) Hospitals nust make available auxiliary hearing aids and assistive
listening devices, which shall include, but not be limted to, hearing
aid-conpatible telephones, telephone handset anplifiers, and tel ecomu-
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nication devices for the deaf where necessary to ensure effective commu-
ni cation.
(e) The restraint of the hands of a patient who has a hearing inpair-

nent shall be mnimnmzed.
(f) Procedures shall be developed to receive and address grievances

concerning regul ati ons promul gated under this section.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a |aw Any regqgul ations
necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date shal
be pronul gated on or before such date.




