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AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to defining certain
ternms regarding the use of nedical marihuana

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 1, 7 and 12 of section 3360 of the public
health law, as added by chapter 90 of the | aws of 2014, are anended to
read as foll ows:

1. "Certified nedical use" nmeans the acquisition, possession, use, or,
transportation of nmedical marihuana by a certified patient, or the
acqui sition, possession, delivery, transportation or adm nistration of
medi cal mari huana by a designated caregiver, for use as part of the
treatnent of +the patient's [seHeds] condition, as authorized in a
certification under this title including enabling the patient to toler-
ate treatment for the [seHwous] condition. A certified nmedical use does
not include snoking.

7. [{&)—Sertous—sonditton—] “Condition” means:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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travmptic—stress—disorder—and —rhewmtold—artheitis] a condition, or
synptom or conplication of the condition or its treatnent, for which, in
the practitioner's professional opinion and review of past treatnents,
the patient is likely to receive therapeutic or palliative benefit from
Drinarv or adjunctive treatnent with nedical use of nedical narihuana.

12 Practltloner means a practltloner mho [QL}——Ls—a—phys+e+an

authorlzed to Drescrlbe a controIIed substance by tralnlng or experlence
and | egal scope of practice, and is qualified to treat [a—serious] the
condi tion [as—deL+ned—+n—sHbd+¥+s+9n—se#en—eL—thsAy¥;44qu that is the
basis for a patient's certification and [&-4+43] has conpleted a two to
four hour course as determned by the comm ssioner in regulation and
registered with the department; provided however, a registration shal

not be denied w thout cause. Such course may count toward board certif-
i cation requirenents. [Fhe—corm-ssi-oner—shall—consi-der—the—inclusion—of

§ 2. Subdivisions 1 and 2 of section 3361 of the public health |aw, as
added by chapter 90 of the Iaws of 2014, are amended to read as foll ows:

1. Apatient certification may only be issued if: (a) a practitioner
has been registered with the departnent to issue a certification as
determ ned by the conmissioner; (b) the patient has a [serseus] condi-
tion, which shall be specified in the patient's health care record; (c)
the practitioner by training or experience is qualified to treat the
[ seeus] condition; (d) the patient is under the practitioner's contin-
uing care for the [sersous] condition; and (e) in the practitioner's
prof essi onal opinion and revi ew of past treatnents, the patient is Iike-
ly to receive therapeutic or palliative benefit from the primry or
adjunctive treatnent wth nedical use of marihuana for the [serious]
condi ti on

2. The certification shall include (a) the nane, date of birth and
address of the patient; (b) a statenent that the patient has a [seri-ous]
condition as defined in this title and the patient is under the practi-
tioner's continuing care for the [se~seus] condition; (c) a statenent
attesting that all requirenents of subdivision one of this section have
been satisfied; (d) the date; and (e) the nanme, address, federal regis-
tration nunber, tel ephone nunber, and the handwitten signature of the
certifying practitioner. The conmm ssioner may require by regul ation that
the certification shall be on a formprovided by the department. The
practitioner may state in the certification that, in the practitioner's
pr of essi onal opinion, the patient would benefit from nedical narihuana

only wuntil a specified date. The practitioner nay state in the certif-
ication that, in the practitioner's professional opinion, the patient is
terminally ill and that the certification shall not expire until the

patient dies.

8 3. Subdivision 11 of section 3363 of the public health law, as added
by chapter 90 of the |aws of 2014, is anended to read as foll ows:

11. A certified patient or designated caregiver who has been issued a
registry identification card shall notify the departnent of any change
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in his or her nanme or address or, with respect to the patient, if he or
she ceases to have the [se+ious] condition noted on the certification
within ten days of such change. The certified patient's or designated
caregiver's registry identification card shall be deened invalid and
shall be returned pronptly to the departnent.

8 4. Subdivision 1 of section 3365-a of the public health law, as
added by chapter 416 of the laws of 2015, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. There is hereby established in the departnment an energency nedica
mar i huana access program (referred to in this section as the "progrant)
under this section. The purpose of the programis to expedite the avail -
ability of medical marihuana to avoid suffering and loss of life, during
the period before full inplenentation of and production under this
title, especially in the case of patients whose [se+ous] condition is
progressive and degenerative or is such that delay in the patient's
nmedi cal use of mari huana poses a serious risk to the patient's life or
heal th. The comm ssioner shall inplenent the programas expeditiously as
practicabl e, including by energency regul ation.

8§ 5. This act shall take effect inmediately, provided however, that
the anendnents to title 5-A of article 33 of the public health | aw nade
by this act shall not affect the expiration and repeal of such title and
shal | expire and be deened repeal ed therewth.



