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        AN ACT to amend the correction law, in  relation  to  the  psychological
          evaluation of correction officers

          The  People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. The correction law is amended by adding a new section  22-b
     2  to read as follows:
     3    §  22-b.  Psychological  evaluations.  1.  Every  person employed as a
     4  correction officer shall submit to a psychological screening on a  bian-
     5  nual  basis. Persons who have been determined by a psychologist licensed
     6  under the laws of this state  as  suffering  from  psychotic  disorders,
     7  serious  character  disorders,  or  other  disorders  which could hinder
     8  performance on the job shall be deemed ineligible to continue working as
     9  a correction officer and shall be placed on medical leave.
    10    2. The commissioner, in consultation with the commissioner  of  mental
    11  health,  shall  establish  a process on how to proceed with a person who
    12  has been deemed psychologically ineligible to continue as  a  correction
    13  officer.  Such  process may include topics such as medication, rehabili-
    14  tation, length of medical leave, or the  termination  of  such  person's
    15  employment with the department.
    16    3.  The  requirements of this section shall be included in any collec-
    17  tive bargaining agreement entered into, altered, or amended, on or after
    18  the effective date of this section. Failure to include this language  in
    19  such  agreements  shall  not negate the requirement of this section, but
    20  must be included as an appendix to  such  agreement  or  such  agreement
    21  shall be deemed null and void as against public policy.
    22    §  2. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
    23  ing the date on which it shall have become a law.
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