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        AN ACT to amend the mental hygiene law, in relation to the  prescription
          of antidepressant and anti-anxiety medications which have an increased
          risk of suicidal behavior

          The  People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. The mental hygiene law is amended by adding a  new  section
     2  7.49 to read as follows:
     3  § 7.49 Antidepressant and anti-anxiety medications; suicide risk.
     4    (a)  When  a  patient receives a prescription for an antidepressant or
     5  anti-anxiety medication in an outpatient setting, and the medication has
     6  an increased risk of suicidality, the office shall identify such medica-
     7  tions and shall require pharmacists in the course of consultation,  upon
     8  the  first  time dispensing of the medication to the patient, to provide
     9  the following:
    10    (1) the toll-free suicide prevention lifeline telephone number  estab-
    11  lished by the office;
    12    (2)  the  suicide  prevention lifeline website internet address estab-
    13  lished by the office; and
    14    (3) a pamphlet published by the  office  setting  forth  all  relevant
    15  information  regarding  the  increased risk of suicide and suicidal side
    16  effects associated with the medication, including, but not  limited  to,
    17  information  setting  forth  the  warning  signs  associated  with  such
    18  suicidal behavior and any other information the office deems relevant.
    19    (b) Any consultation required by subdivision (a) of this section  with
    20  a  person  under  seventeen  years of age shall require that a parent or
    21  legal guardian of such person be in attendance during such consultation.
    22    (c) No medication described in subdivision (a) of this  section  shall
    23  be  dispensed,  dispersed or otherwise given to a person under seventeen
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     1  years of age unless a parent or legal guardian  of  such  person  is  in
     2  attendance during the consultation.
     3    (d)  The office is authorized and directed to promulgate any rules and
     4  regulations and prepare pamphlets necessary to implement the  provisions
     5  of this section.
     6    §  2.  This  act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
     7  have become a law; provided, however, that  effective  immediately,  the
     8  addition,  amendment  and/or  repeal of any rule or regulation necessary
     9  for the implementation of this act on its effective date  is  authorized
    10  to be made and completed on or before such date.


