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Introduced by M of A QAKS -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to allow ng for
digitized driver's licenses to be avail able

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic lawis anended by adding a new
section 504-a to read as foll ows:

8 504-a. Digitized driver's license. 1. A digitized driver's 1license
shall nmean in this chapter a data file available on any npbil e device
whi ch has connectivity to the internet through an application created by
the departnent which allows the nobile device to download the data file
from the departnent or an authorized representative of the departnent,
which contains all of the data elenents visible on the face and back of

the license, and also displays the current status of the |icense. For
the purposes of this subdivision, "current status" shall include but is
not |limted to if the license is valid, expired, cancelled, or
suspended, if the driver has any endorsenents or restrictions, and al
other infornmation that would be included on a physical |icense as wel

as any other information the conm ssioner deens pertinent.

2. A digital copy, photograph, or inmage of a driver's license which is
not downl oaded through the departnent's application on a nobile device

shall not be a valid digitized driver's license.

3. Except for in the case of traffic stops and checkpoints, anyone nay
require a person to produce the physical driver's license issued by the

departnent, even if the person has as digitized driver's license.

4. The display of a digitized driver's license shall not serve as
consent or authorization for a law enforcenent officer, or any other

person, to search, view, or access any other data or application on the

nobil e device. If a person presents their nobile device to a | aw

enforcenent officer for purposes of displaying their digitized driver's
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license, the law enforcenent officer shall pronptly return the nobile
device to the person once he has had an opportunity to verify the iden-
tity and license status of the person.

8 2. Subdivision 2 of section 507 of the vehicle and traffic |aw, as

anended by chapter 406 of the laws of 2001, is anended to read as
fol | ows:
2. Failure to exhibit license. Failure by a licensee to exhibit a

license or digitized driver's license valid for operation wunder this
chapter to any nmgistrate, notor vehicle |icense exam ner, notor vehicle
i nvestigator, peace officer, acting pursuant to his special duties, or
police officer shall be presunptive evidence that he is not duly
licensed. Except for in the case of traffic stops and checkpoints, a
magi strate, notor vehicle investigator, peace officer, acting pursuant
to his special duties, or police officer is authorized to require the
person to produce the physical driver's |license issued by the depart-
nent, even if the person has a digitized driver's license, and the fail-
ure to produce such physical driver's license when so requested shal
subject the person to all the applicable |aws and consequences for fail-
ure to produce such |icense

8 3. Subdivision (b) of section 340 of the vehicle and traffic |law, as
anended by chapter 843 of the laws of 1980, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(b) The commissioner is hereby authorized to take possession of any
license, registration certificate or registration plates wupon the
suspensi on thereof under the provisions of this article or to direct any
peace officer, acting pursuant to his special duties or police officer
to take possession thereof and to return the sane to the office of the
comm ssioner. The conmissioner shall, when able to take possession of
any license, also ensure that any digital driver's license is renoved
fromany and all devices and ensure that no nore can be procured.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a law. Effective imediately any rul es or regul ati ons neces-
sary for the tinely inplementation of this act on its effective date may
be pronul gated on or before such date.




