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        AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to registration
          of street rods and custom vehicles

          The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. Subdivision 7 of section 401 of the vehicle and traffic law
     2  is amended by adding a new schedule M to read as follows:
     3    M.  Schedule for street rods and custom vehicles. For each motor vehi-
     4  cle which is owned or operated as  an  exhibition  piece  or  collectors
     5  item,  and which is used for participation in club activities, exhibits,
     6  tours, parades, occasional transportation and similar uses, but not used
     7  for general daily transportation, a one time initial registration fee of
     8  twenty-three dollars.
     9    1. (a)(i) A "street rod" means a motor vehicle that:
    10    (1) Is a nineteen hundred forty-eight or older vehicle; or the vehicle
    11  was manufactured after nineteen hundred forty-eight to resemble a  vehi-
    12  cle manufactured before nineteen hundred forty-nine; and
    13    (2) Has been altered from the manufacturer's original design; or has a
    14  body constructed from non-original materials.
    15    (ii)  The  model  year that is listed on the certificate of title of a
    16  street rod vehicle shall be the model year that the body of such vehicle
    17  resembles.
    18    (b)(i) A custom vehicle means any motor vehicle that:
    19    (1) Is at least twenty-five years old and of a model year after  nine-
    20  teen  hundred  forty-eight;  or  was  manufactured to resemble a vehicle
    21  twenty-five or more years old and of a model year after nineteen hundred
    22  forty-eight; and
    23    (2) Has been altered from the manufacturer's original design; or has a
    24  body constructed from non-original materials.
    25    (ii) The model year that is listed on the certificate of  title  of  a
    26  custom  vehicle  shall  be  the model year that the body of such vehicle
    27  resembles.
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     1    2. (a) In applying for a registration under this schedule,  the  owner
     2  of  the street rod or custom vehicle shall submit with the application a
     3  certification that the vehicle for which the application  is  made:  (i)
     4  will  be  maintained  for  occasional  transportation, exhibitions, club
     5  activities,  parades, tours, and similar uses; and (ii) will not be used
     6  for general daily transportation.
     7    (b) In addition to the certification  requirement  under  subparagraph
     8  (a)  of  this paragraph, when applying for registration of a street rod,
     9  the new owner of the street rod shall provide proof  acceptable  to  the
    10  commissioner  that  the  street  rod passed a safety inspection that has
    11  been approved by the commissioner in consultation with  the  street  rod
    12  community in the state.
    13    3.  On  the registration of a vehicle under this schedule, the commis-
    14  sioner shall issue a special street rod or custom  vehicle  registration
    15  plate of the size and design as the commissioner determines in consulta-
    16  tion  with the street rod community or custom vehicle community, respec-
    17  tively, of the state.  Such plates shall be used only for the  operation
    18  of the motor vehicle listed on the registration application and on other
    19  motor  vehicles which would qualify for registration under this schedule
    20  owned by persons other than the registrant or his agent in  anticipation
    21  of possible purchase.
    22    4.  Unless  the presence of the equipment was specifically required by
    23  the law as a condition of sale in the year listed as the year  of  manu-
    24  facture on the certificate of title, the presence of any specific equip-
    25  ment  is  not  required  for the operation of a vehicle registered under
    26  this schedule.
    27    5. A street rod or custom vehicle may use blue  dot  tail  lights  for
    28  stop  lamps,  rear  turning indicator lamps, rear hazard lamps, and rear
    29  reflectors. For purposes of this  subdivision,  "blue  dot  tail  light"
    30  means  a  red lamp installed in the rear of a motor vehicle containing a
    31  blue or purple insert that is not more than one inch in diameter.
    32    6. No such registration will be issued unless  evidence  of  financial
    33  security,  in  a form prescribed by the commissioner, is submitted which
    34  provides coverage for the  motor  vehicle  listed  on  the  registration
    35  application  and  for  non-owned motor vehicles being operated with such
    36  plates.
    37    § 2. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 48 of section 375 of the vehicle and
    38  traffic law, as added by chapter 236 of the laws of 1988, such  subdivi-
    39  sion  as  renumbered  by  chapter 278 of the laws of 1991, is amended to
    40  read as follows:
    41    (b) No person shall operate a passenger car  registered  in  New  York
    42  unless  it  is equipped with both a front and rear bumper, each securely
    43  fastened and with some part of the bumper located between sixteen inches
    44  and twenty inches above the ground. This provision shall not apply to  a
    45  vehicle  registered  as  an historical vehicle, a street rod or a custom
    46  .vehicle pursuant to section four hundred one of this chapter
    47    § 3. Subdivision (e) of section 301 of the vehicle and traffic law, as
    48  amended by chapter 608 of the laws  of  1993,  is  amended  to  read  as
    49  follows:
    50    (e)  The  requirements of air contamination emission system inspection
    51  shall not apply to historical  motor  vehicles  registered  pursuant  to
    52  schedule G, or to street rods and custom vehicles registered pursuant to
    53    of  subdivision  seven  of section four hundred one of thisschedule  M
    54  chapter unless required by federal law.
    55    § 4. This act shall take effect immediately.


