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STATE OF NEW YORK

5992

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 21, 2017

Introduced by M of A CARROLL -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Election Law

AN ACT to anmend the election law, in relation to automatic voter regis-
tration when applying for [licenses through the departnent of notor
vehi cl es and graduating from hi gh school

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The election law is anended by adding a new section 5-200
to read as foll ows:

8 5-200. Autommtic voter registration. 1. Notwi thstanding any other
manner of registration required by this article, each person in the
state qualified to vote pursuant to section 5-102 of this article, shal
be automatically registered to vote as provided in this section,
provided that the person does not elect to decline registration to vote
at the point of service.

2. The state board of elections or county board of elections shal
register to vote or update the registration record of any person in the
state qualified to vote pursuant to section 5-102 of this article who
does not elect to decline registration to vote or update the registra-
tion record at the point of service and does any of the foll ow ng:

(a) conpletes an application for a newor renewed driver's 1license,
non-dri ver identification card, pre-licensing course certificate,
learner's permt or certification of supervised driving with the depart-
nent of nptor vehicles, or notifies such departnent in witing of a
change of his or her nane or address; or

(b) graduates froma New York state high school

3. The state board of elections shall enter into agreenents with the
departnent of education and the departnent of notor vehicles to ensure
that for each person described in subdivision tw of this section, the
departnment of education and the departnent of notor vehicles electron-
ically transmits to the state or local boards of elections the follow ng
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information in a format that can be read by the conputerized statew de
voter registration list:

(a) given nanme or nanes and surname or Surnanes;

(b) mailing address and residential address;

(c) date of birth;

(d) citizenship;

(e) driver's license or non-driver identification card nunber, |ast
four digits of the person's social security nunber, or a space for the
person to indicate that he or she does not have any such nunber:

(f) political party enrollnment, if any;

(g) an indication that the person intends to apply for an absentee
ballot, if any; and

(h) an image of the person's signature.

In the event that any transmi ssion of data pursuant to this section
fails to include an imge of an individual's signature, the absence of a
signature shall not preclude the registration of an eligible citizen
The board of elections shall develop procedures to enable an eligible
citizen, whose infornmation is transmtted pursuant to this section and
whose information lacks an electronic signature, to provide a signature
at the polling place or wth an application for an absentee ball ot
before voting. The board nmay require an elector who has not provided a
signature before arriving at the polling place or submtting an absentee
ballot to present a current and valid photo identification or a copy of
a current utility bill, bank statement, governnent check, paycheck, or
ot her governnent docunent that shows the nane and address of the voter.

4. |f the departnent of education or the departnment of nptor vehicles
does not obtain information concerning the citizenship status of persons
described in subdivision two of this section, it shall obtain inforna-
tion sufficient to transmit to the board of elections indications of
United States citizenship for each person described in subdivision two
of this section, but shall not retain, use, or share any such infornma-
tion relating to an individual's citizenship for any other purpose.

5. Each high school and the departnent of notor vehicles shall include
for each person described in subdivision two of this section a statenent
that he or she shall be registered to vote, if he or she is not already
so reqgistered, provided. however., that each high school and the depart-
nent of nptor vehicles shall provide each person described in subdivi-
sion two of this section the opportunity to elect to decline registra-
tion to vote at the point of service, and upon such election, he or she
shall not be registered to vote pursuant to the procedures in this
section at that tine.

6. The state board of elections shall prepare and distribute to the
departnent of nptor vehicles witten instructions as to the inplenenta-
tion of the program and shall be responsible for establishing training
prograns for enployees. Training shall include requirenents that enpl oy-
ees of the departnent of nmotor vehicles conmmunicate to each individua
identified in subdivision two of this section that the departnent of
notor vehicles maintains strict neutrality with respect to a person's
party enrollnment and all persons seeking voter registration forns and
information shall be advised that governnent services are not condi -
tioned on being registered to vote, or eligibility to register to vote.
No statenment shall be made nor any action taken to di scourage the appli-
cant fromreqgistering to vote.

7. The state board of elections and departnent of education shal
prepare and distribute to each high school wthin the state witten
instructions as to the inplenentation of the programand shall be
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responsible for establishing training prograns for enployees. Training
shall include requirenents that enpl oyees of the high school conmunicate
to each student that the high school nmaintains strict neutrality with
respect to a person's party enrollnent and all students seeking voter

registration forne and information shall be advised that they shall not
be disciplined based on being registered to vote, party enrollnent. or
eligibility to register to vote. No statenent shall be nade nor any

action taken to discourage a student fromregistering to vote.
8. The agreenents between the state board of elections and the depart-

nent of education and the departnent of notor vehicles shall include the
format in which information will be transmitted., whether and how each
entity will collect, in addition to the mandatory infornmation listed in
subdi vision three of this section, additional information on a voluntary
basis from persons for the purpose of facilitating voter registration,
the frequency of data transm ssions, the procedures, and other neasures
that wll be used to ensure the security and privacy of the information
transmitted, and any other natter necessary or helpful to inplenent the
requirenents of this section.

9. The departnent of education and the departnent of notor vehicles
shall cooperate with the state board of elections and county board of
elections to facilitate the voter registration of each person described
in subdivision two of this section, and to electronically transmt the
information needed to register each such person to vote or to update
each such person's voter registration record.

10. The departnent of education and the departnment of notor vehicles
shall enter into an agreenent with the state board of elections finaliz-
ing the format and content of electronic transmi ssions required by this
section no later than Septenber first, two thousand eighteen; provided.
that the departnment of education and the departnent of notor vehicles
shall be able to conply fully with all requirenents of this section
including the collection and transm ssion of all data required to regis-
ter individuals to vote, by January first, two thousand ni neteen.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.




