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STATE OF NEW YORK

5981

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 21, 2017

Introduced by M of A ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Conmi ttee on Educati on

AN ACT to direct the commi ssioner of education to study the teaching of
digital citizenship, internet safety, and nedia literacy; and to anend
the education law, in relation to requiring schools to annually revi ew
its policy and procedures on digital citizenship, internet safety, and
nmedia literacy

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. For purposes of this act, "digital citizenship" and "nmedia
literacy" shall be considered broad terns that enconpass consunption and
production of media and digital products and are defined as foll ows:

(a) "digital citizenship® nmeans a diverse set of skills related to
current technol ogy and social media, including the norms of appropriate,
responsi bl e, and heal thy behavior. Major areas include safety concerns
such as cyberbul | yi ng preventi on.

(b) "nedia literacy" neans the ability to access, anal yze, eval uate,
devel op, produce, and interpret nedia and enconpasses the foundationa
skills that lead to digital citizenship.

8 2. The conm ssioner of education, in cooperation with experts in
digital citizenship, internet safety, and nedia literacy, the board of
regents of the wuniversity of the state of New York, and stakehol ders
i ncludi ng educators and parents, shall conduct a study on the teaching
of digital citizenship, internet safety, and nedia literacy in schools.

8 3. The comni ssioner of education shall nmake a report of his or her
findings, including any reconmendations for |egislative action as it may
deem necessary and appropriate and best practices for instruction that
provi des guidance about thoughtful, safe, and strategi c uses of online
and ot her nedi a resources and education on how to apply critical think-
ing skills when consum ng and producing nedia in any form These recom
mendati ons and best practices may include, but are not limted to:
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(a) revisions to state education standards and the state instructiona
t echnol ogy pl an;

(b) revisions to policies and procedures on digital citizenship,
internet safety, and nedia literacy;

(c) school district processes necessary to devel op custom zed schoo
district policies and procedures on electronic resources and internet
safety that can be used within a school district technol ogy plan;

(d) best practices, resources, and nodels for instruction in digital
citizenship, internet safety, and nedia literacy;

(e) best practices, resources, and nodels for instruction of digital
citizenship that are conpliant with the federal universal service e-rate
program admi ni stered by the schools and Ilibraries division of the
uni versal service admnistrative conpany and federal nmandates estab-
lished in the federal children's internet protection act; and

(f) strategies that will support school districts in local inplenmenta-
tion of the best practices and recommendati ons devel oped by the depart-
ment, including strategies for delivering professional devel opnent to
educat ors and adm ni strators.

8 4. The report shall be delivered to the governor, the tenporary
president of the senate and the speaker of the assenbly no later than
one year after the effective date of this act.

8§ 5. The education law is anended by adding a new section 756 to read
as follows:

8 756. Annual review of digital citizenship, internet safety, and
nedial literacy policy and procedures. 1. For purposes of this section,
"digital citizenship" and "nedia literacy" are broad terns that encom
pass consunption and production of nedia and digital products and are
defined as follows:

(a) "digital citizenship" nmeans a diverse set of skills related to
current technology and social nedia, including the norns of appropriate,
responsi ble, and healthy behavior. Major areas include safety concerns
such as cyberbullying prevention; and

(b) "nmedia literacy" neans the ability to access, analyze, eval uate,
devel op, produce, and interpret nedia and enconpasses the foundationa
skills that lead to digital citizenship

2. Beginning in the two thousand ni neteen--two thousand twenty schoo
year, each school district shall annually review its policy and proce-
dures on digital citizenship, internet safety, and nedia literacy. In
review ng and anending the policy and procedures, a school district
shal | :

(a) involve a representation of parents or guardians, teachers, teach-
er librarians, other school enployees, school administrators, pupils,
and conmunity representatives with experience or expertise in digital
citizenship, internet safety, and nedia literacy issues;

(b) consider custonizing the nodel policy and procedures on electronic
resources and internet safety;

(c) consider existing school district resources; and

(d) consider best practices, resources, and nodels for instruction in
digital citizenship, internet safety, and nedia literacy, including
net hods to involve parents.

8 6. This act shall take effect inmediately.




