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AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to prohibiting
debt collectors fromcollecting or attenpting to collect a debt owed
by a deceased debtor that is known to be deceased

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The general business |aw is amended by addi ng a new section
601-a to read as foll ows:

8 601-a. Prohibited practices regarding deceased debtors. 1. For the
pur poses of this section, the following terns shall have the follow ng
nmeani ngs:

(a) "debt" neans any obligation or alleged obligation of a consuner to
pay noney arising out of a transaction in which the noney., property,
insurance, or services which are the subject of the transaction are
primarily for personal, famly, or household purposes, whether or not
such obligation has been reduced to judgnent;

(b) "debt collector" neans an individual who, as part of his or her
job, regularly collects or attenpts to collect debts: (i) owed or due or
asserted to be owed or due to another; or (ii) obtained by, or assigned
to. such person, firmor corporation, that are in default when obtained
or acquired by such person, firmor corporation; and

(c) "attenpting to collect a debt" nmeans any action taken or communi -
cation made by a principal creditor or debt collector to any person who
is authorized to receive such conmuni cations about a debt.

2. Any principal creditor or debt collector attenpting to collect a
debt incurred by a deceased debtor froma person who the principal cred-
itor or debt collector knows is not legally required to pay such debt
shall disclose to such person that he or she is not legally required to
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pay such debts. In addition, such principal creditor or debt collector
shall not nmke any misrepresentation about such person's obligation to
pay such debt.

3. (a) In addition to any right of action granted to the attorney
general pursuant to this article, any person aggrieved by reason of any
violation of this section may bring an action in his or her own nane to
enjoin such unlawful act or practice, an action to recover his or her
actual damages or five hundred dollars, whichever is greater, or both
such actions. In the case of any successful action to enforce the fore-

going liability, the court may award the costs of the action together
with reasonable attorney's fees. Each conmunication that fails to conply
with the requirenents of this section shall constitute a separate
violation.

(b) Any consuner entitled to bring an action under this subdivision
may, if the unlawful act or practice has caused damage to other consum
ers simlarly situated, bring an action on behalf of hinself and such
other consuners to recover danages or obtain other relief as provided
for in this subdivision. Any action brought under this subdivision shal
conply with article nine of the civil practice law and rul es.

8 2. Subdivision 1 of section 602 of the general business |aw, as
added by chapter 753 of the laws of 1973, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. Except as otherw se provided by | aw, any person who [shalt—+-olate]
willfully violates the terns of this article [shall—Dbe], except the
terms contained in section six hundred one-a of this article, is guilty
of a m sdeneanor, and each such violation shall be deenmed a separate
of f ense.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.




