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                               2017-2018 Regular Sessions

                   IN ASSEMBLY

                                    February 3, 2017
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        Introduced by M. of A. CURRAN -- read once and referred to the Committee
          on Education

        AN  ACT  to  amend the education law, in relation to the creation of the
          New York state textbook commission and the use of unapproved books and
          instructional materials

          The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section  1. The education law is amended by adding a new section 701-a
     2  to read as follows:
     3    § 701-a. New York  state  textbook  commission.  1.  There  is  hereby
     4  created  the  New  York  state  textbook commission which shall have the
     5  authority to prepare a list of approved standard editions  of  textbooks
     6  ensuring  such textbooks are free of any slanted bias toward pro-Islamic
     7  traditions, anti-Semitism , anti-Judeo Christian values and racism,  and
     8  such  textbooks  are  to be adopted by local boards of education for the
     9  use in public schools of the state. Such  commission  shall  consist  of
    10  thirteen  members  who  shall be appointed no less than sixty days after
    11  the effective date of this section. The members shall  be  appointed  as
    12  follows: (i) two members shall be appointed by the governor, one of whom
    13  shall  be  the  commissioner;  (ii) one member shall be appointed by the
    14  temporary president of the senate; (iii) one member shall  be  appointed
    15  by  the  speaker  of the assembly; (iv) one member shall be appointed by
    16  the minority leader of the senate; (v) one member shall be appointed  by
    17  the  minority  leader  of  the  assembly;  (vi)  three  members shall be
    18  appointed by the president of New York state  united  teachers,  one  of
    19  whom  must  be a teacher for grades pre-kindergarten through second, one
    20  of whom must be a teacher for grades three through  eight,  and  one  of
    21  whom  must be a teacher for grades nine through twelve; (vii) one member
    22  shall be appointed by the executive director of the  school  administra-
    23  tors association of New York state; (viii) one member shall be appointed
    24  by  the president of the New York state parent teacher association; (ix)
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     1  one member shall be appointed by the executive director of the New  York
     2  state  council  of  school  superintendents; and (x) one member shall be
     3  appointed by the president of the New York state school  boards  associ-
     4  ation.
     5    2.  No member of the commission shall be disqualified from holding any
     6  public office or employment, nor shall he or she forfeit any such office
     7  or employment by virtue of his  or  her  appointment  pursuant  to  this
     8  section.  Members  of  the  commission shall receive no compensation for
     9  their services, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
    10  incurred in the performance of their functions pursuant to this section.
    11    3. The members first appointed by the  governor  and  leaders  of  the
    12  legislature  shall  have  two year terms. The members first appointed by
    13  the president of the New York state united  teachers  shall  have  three
    14  year  terms. The member first appointed by the executive director of the
    15  school administrators association of New York state and the president of
    16  the New York state parent teacher association shall have two year terms.
    17  The members first appointed by the executive director of  the  New  York
    18  state  council  of  school  superintendents and the president of the New
    19  York state school boards association shall have  one  year  terms.  Each
    20  subsequent appointment shall be for a term of three years.
    21    4. A member of the commission may be removed by the appointing author-
    22  ity  only  for  good  cause,  after  notice and opportunity to be heard.
    23  Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as original appointments.
    24    5. Such commission shall meet at least quarterly. At the first regular
    25  meeting in each calendar year, the members of the commission shall elect
    26  a chair for a period of two years or until his or  her  term  of  office
    27  expires,  whichever period is shorter. Special meetings may be called by
    28  the chair. The meeting place of all regular or special meetings shall be
    29  made available to the public in advance of such meetings.  Nine  members
    30  of the commission shall constitute a quorum.
    31    6. The commissioner of education and designated employees of the state
    32  education  department shall assist the commission by providing mandatory
    33  training to newly appointed members on the textbook review  process  and
    34  the completion of their assigned tasks.
    35    7. The commission, through its chair, may recruit and appoint an advi-
    36  sory  panel of expert teachers and other experts in each subject area or
    37  grade level to advise the commission of book selections.
    38    8. The commission and advisory panel  shall  perform  a  thorough  and
    39  timely  review  of  all  assigned textbooks to examine whether the text-
    40  books:
    41    a. conform to the standards for its subject area or grade level;
    42    b. are free of any clear, substantive, factual or grammatical errors;
    43    c. reflect the values of the citizens of this state as  manifested  in
    44  the United States constitution and the constitution of New York;
    45    d. accurately and comprehensively portray the full  range of diversity
    46  and  achievement of racial and ethnic minorities as well as the role and
    47  importance of religion of history;
    48    e. are free of any slanted bias toward pro-Islamic  traditions,  anti-
    49  Semitism, anti-Judeo Christian values and racism; and
    50    f.  provide  accurate  facts  and American values while protecting the
    51  human rights of all students.
    52    9. Each textbook proposed for approval shall be reviewed  by  multiple
    53  members of the commission. It is the duty of the commission to prepare a
    54  list  of standard editions of textbooks for approval by the state educa-
    55  tion department for use in the public schools of the state. The  commis-
    56  sion  shall  prepare  a  list of at least four books in each subject and



        A. 4615                             3

     1  grade for which textbooks are to be adopted. The proposed textbook  list
     2  shall be posted on the website of the state education department by June
     3  thirtieth  of each year for adoption by local boards of education by the
     4  following school year.
     5    §  2. Subdivision 1 of section 701 of the education law, as amended by
     6  chapter 587 of the laws of 1973, is amended to read as follows:
     7    1. In the several cities and school districts of the state, boards  of
     8  education,  trustees or such body or officer as perform the functions of
     9  such boards, shall designate text-books to be used in the schools  under
    10  their charge so long as such textbooks are deemed appropriate by the New
    11  .York state textbook commission
    12    §  3. The education law is amended by adding a new section 706 to read
    13  as follows:
    14    § 706. Use of unapproved books and instructional materials. No  teach-
    15  er,  principal  or  other instructional person shall use or permit to be
    16  used any supplemental textbooks or instructional materials  without  the
    17  authorized consent of the New York state textbook commission.
    18    § 4. This act shall take effect immediately.


