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STATE OF NEW YORK

4615

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 3, 2017

Introduced by M of A CURRAN -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the creation of the
New York state textbook comm ssion and the use of unapproved books and
instructional materials

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anended by adding a new section 701-a
to read as foll ows:

8 701-a. New York state textbook conmmission. 1. There is hereby
created the New York state textbook conmmi ssion which shall have the
authority to prepare a list of approved standard editions of textbooks
ensuring such textbooks are free of any slanted bias toward pro-Islanic
traditions, anti-Senmitism, anti-Judeo Christian values and racism and
such textbooks are to be adopted by |ocal boards of education for the
use in public schools of the state. Such commission shall consist of
thirteen nenbers who shall be appointed no less than sixty days after
the effective date of this section. The nenbers shall be appointed as
follows: (i) two nenbers shall be appointed by the governor, one of whom
shall be the commssioner; (ii) one nenber shall be appointed by the
tenporary president of the senate; (iii) one nmenber shall be appointed
by the speaker of the assenbly; (iv) one nenber shall be appointed by
the minority | eader of the senate; (v) one nenber shall be appointed by
the mnority leader of the assenbly:; (vi) three nenbers shall be
appointed by the president of New York state united teachers, one of
whom nmust be a teacher for grades pre-kindergarten through second, one
of whom nust be a teacher for grades three through eight, and one of
whom nust be a teacher for grades nine through twelve; (vii) one nenber
shall be appointed by the executive director of the school adninistra-
tors association of New York state; (viii) one nenber shall be appointed
by the president of the New York state parent teacher association; (ix)
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one nenber shall be appointed by the executive director of the New York
state council of school superintendents; and (x) one nenber shall be
appointed by the president of the New York state school boards associ-
ation.

2. No nmenber of the conmmi ssion shall be disqualified from holding any
public office or enploynent. nor shall he or she forfeit any such office
or enploynent by virtue of his or her appointnent pursuant to this
section. Menbers of the commission shall receive no conpensation for
their services, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their functions pursuant to this section.

3. The nenbers first appointed by the governor and leaders of the
legislature shall have two year terns. The nenbers first appointed by
the president of the New York state united teachers shall have three
year terms. The nenber first appointed by the executive director of the
school adnministrators association of New York state and the president of
the New York state parent teacher association shall have two year ternmns.
The nenbers first appointed by the executive director of the New York
state council of school superintendents and the president of the New
York state school boards association shall have one vyear terns. FEach
subsequent appointnent shall be for a termof three years.

4. A nenber of the conmmi ssion may be renpved by the appointing author-
ity only for good cause, after notice and opportunity to be heard.
Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as origi nal appointnents.

5. Such commi ssion shall neet at least quarterly. At the first reqgular
neeting in each calendar year, the nenbers of the conm ssion shall el ect
a chair for a period of two vears or until his or her term of office
expires, whichever period is shorter. Special neetings nay be called by
the chair. The neeting place of all reqular or special neetings shall be
nade available to the public in advance of such neetings. N ne nenbers
of the conm ssion shall constitute a quorum

6. The conmi ssioner of education and designated enpl oyees of the state

education departnent shall assist the comnm ssion by providing nandatory
training to newy appointed nenbers on the textbook review process and

the conpletion of their assigned tasks.

7. The conmission, through its chair, nmay recruit and appoint an advi -
sory panel of expert teachers and other experts in each subject area or
grade | evel to advise the conmmi ssion of book sel ections.

8. The commi ssion and advisory panel shall perform a thorough and
tinely review of all assigned textbooks to exanm ne whether the text-
books:

a. conformto the standards for its subject area or grade |evel;

b. are free of any clear, substantive, factual or grammmatical errors;

c. reflect the values of the citizens of this state as manifested in
the United States constitution and the constitution of New York;

d. accurately and conprehensively portray the full range of diversity
and achi evenent of racial and ethnic mnorities as well as the role and
inportance of religion of history;

e. are free of any slanted bias toward pro-Islamc traditions, anti-
Semitism anti-Judeo Christian values and racism and

f. provide accurate facts and Anerican values while protecting the
human rights of all students.

9. Each textbook proposed for approval shall be reviewed by nmultiple
nenbers of the commission. It is the duty of the conmmission to prepare a
list of standard editions of textbooks for approval by the state educa-
tion departnent for use in the public schools of the state. The conmm s-
sion shall prepare a list of at |east four books in each subject and
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grade for which textbooks are to be adopted. The proposed textbook i st
shall be posted on the website of the state education departnent by June
thirtieth of each year for adoption by |local boards of education by the
follow ng school year.

8§ 2. Subdivision 1 of section 701 of the education |aw, as anended by
chapter 587 of the laws of 1973, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. In the several cities and school districts of the state, boards of
education, trustees or such body or officer as performthe functions of
such boards, shall designate text-books to be used in the schools under
their charge so long as such textbooks are deened appropriate by the New
York state textbook conm ssion.

8 3. The education law is anended by adding a new section 706 to read
as foll ows:

8 706. Use of unapproved books and instructional materials. No teach-
er, principal or other instructional person shall use or pernmt to be
used any supplenental textbooks or instructional materials wthout the
aut hori zed consent of the New York state textbook conmi ssion.

8 4. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




