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February 1, 2017

Introduced by M of A HOOPER, CCLTON -- read once and referred to the
Conmi ttee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to housing subsi-
dies for victinms of donmestic violence

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The social services law is anended by adding a new section
131-bb to read as foll ows:

8 131-bb. Donestic violence housing subsidies. 1. Notwithstanding any
inconsistent provision of law, every social services district shal
of fer and provide housing subsidies to victinms of donestic violence.

2. Victins of donestic violence shall be eligible for a subsidy in the
anount of seventy percent of the rental cost of the dwelling unit or the

nedi an housing rental cost for the county, whichever is |ower. Such
housi ng subsidy shall be used for rental paynents for such dwelling unit
and shall not be nade available for nore than one yvear. The prevailing
cost of rent for an area shall not exceed eighty percent of the cost for
the region.

3. Avictimof donmestic violence shall only be eligible for the hous-
ing subsidy authorized pursuant to this section in the event that such
person:

(a) is a victimof donestic violence as defined in article six-A of
this chapter:;

(b) is not otherwise eligible for shelter under this article or in the
event that such shelter is inappropriate for such person

(c) has a household incone of less than twelve thousand dollars and
accessible cash resources of less than one thousand dollars; and

(d) has been certified as a donestic violence victim by the 1|ocal
social services district.

4. Victins of donestic violence shall be certified by the |ocal socia
services district upon a finding of:
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(a) a crimnal conviction of the assailant of a serious crimnal
char ge;

(b) the issuance of a tenporary or pernmanent order of protection
involving serious bodily harmto the victim

(c) a police report docunenting serious accounts of physical donestic
vi ol ence;

d a substantiated determ nation by a battered wonen's shelter coun-
selor that a particular shelter resident is in serious physical danger;

(e) a substantiated deternmination by a rape crisis center counselor
that a victimof donestic violence is in serious physical danger;

(f) a substantiated determination by a certified batterer's treatnent
program counselor that a victimof donestic violence is in serious phys-
ical danger; or

(g) the reasonable fear of a battered person that such person wll
encounter further serious physical retaliation.

5. The <continued need for such shelter shall be reviewed nonthly,
eval uated and authorized nonthly by a social services official. Such
housi ng subsidy shall be available in lieu of any other allowance other-
Wi se available for shelter.

6. The commissioner of the office of children and famly services
shall issue reqgulations governing donestic violence housing subsidies.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




