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        AN ACT to amend the social services law, in relation to  housing  subsi-
          dies for victims of domestic violence

          The  People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. The social services law is amended by adding a new  section
     2  131-bb to read as follows:
     3    § 131-bb. Domestic violence housing subsidies.  1. Notwithstanding any
     4  inconsistent  provision  of  law,  every  social services district shall
     5  offer and provide housing subsidies to victims of domestic violence.
     6    2. Victims of domestic violence shall be eligible for a subsidy in the
     7  amount of seventy percent of the rental cost of the dwelling unit or the
     8  median housing rental cost for the county, whichever  is  lower.    Such
     9  housing subsidy shall be used for rental payments for such dwelling unit
    10  and  shall  not be made available for more than one year. The prevailing
    11  cost of rent for an area shall not exceed eighty percent of the cost for
    12  the region.
    13    3. A victim of domestic violence shall only be eligible for the  hous-
    14  ing  subsidy  authorized pursuant to this section in the event that such
    15  person:
    16    (a) is a victim of domestic violence as defined in  article  six-A  of
    17  this chapter;
    18    (b) is not otherwise eligible for shelter under this article or in the
    19  event that such shelter is inappropriate for such person;
    20    (c)  has  a  household income of less than twelve thousand dollars and
    21  accessible cash resources of less than one thousand dollars; and
    22    (d) has been certified as a domestic  violence  victim  by  the  local
    23  social services district.
    24    4. Victims of domestic violence shall be certified by the local social
    25  services district upon a finding of:
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     1    (a)  a  criminal  conviction  of  the  assailant of a serious criminal
     2  charge;
     3    (b)  the  issuance  of  a  temporary  or permanent order of protection
     4  involving serious bodily harm to the victim;
     5    (c) a police report documenting serious accounts of physical  domestic
     6  violence;
     7    (d)  a substantiated determination by a battered women's shelter coun-
     8  selor that a particular shelter resident is in serious physical danger;
     9    (e) a substantiated determination by a rape  crisis  center  counselor
    10  that a victim of domestic violence is in serious physical danger;
    11    (f)  a substantiated determination by a certified batterer's treatment
    12  program counselor that a victim of domestic violence is in serious phys-
    13  ical danger; or
    14    (g) the reasonable fear of a battered person  that  such  person  will
    15  encounter further serious physical retaliation.
    16    5.  The  continued  need  for  such shelter shall be reviewed monthly,
    17  evaluated and authorized monthly by  a social services official.    Such
    18  housing subsidy shall be available in lieu of any other allowance other-
    19  wise available for shelter.
    20    6.  The  commissioner  of  the  office of children and family services
    21  shall issue regulations governing domestic violence housing subsidies.
    22    § 2.  This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after  it  shall
    23  have become a law.


