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Introduced by M of A D NOWTZ KAVANAGH, JAFFEE, BUCHWALD, OTI S --
Mul ti-Sponsored by -- M of A COLTON, GLICK, GOTTFRIED, GUNTHER,
PERRY -- read once and referred to the Conmttee on El ecti on Law

AN ACT to amend the election law, in relation to designating the state
and city universities of New York as participating agencies for voter
registration form distribution and assistance, and permtting inde-
pendent institutions of higher education to do the sane upon request

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The openi ng paragraph of section 5-211 of the election |aw,
as amended by chapter 265 of the |aws of 2013, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

Each agency designated as a participating agency under the provisions
of this section shall inplenent and adm nister a program of distribution
of wvoter registration forms pursuant to the provisions of this section
The followi ng offices which provide public assistance and/or provide
state funded progranms primarily engaged in providing services to persons
with disabilities are hereby designated as voter registration agencies:
desi gnated as the state agencies which provide public assistance are the
office of children and famly services, the office of tenporary and
disability assistance and the departnment of health. Al so designated as
public assistance agencies are all agencies of [|ocal governnent that
provide such assistance. Designated as state agencies that provide
prograns primarily engaged in providing services to people with disabil-
ities are the departnent of |abor, office for the aging, division of
veterans' affairs, office of nental health, office of vocational and
educational services for individuals with disabilities, commission on
quality of care for the nentally disabled, office [ef—wrental—+retardation
anrd] for people with developnental disabilities, conm ssion for the
blind, office of alcoholismand substance abuse services, the office of
the advocate for the disabled and all offices which adm nister prograns
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establ i shed or funded by such agencies. Additional [state] participating
agenci es designated as voter registration offices are the departnent of
state [ard]. the [dirdsien] district offices of the workers' conpen-
sation board and all institutions of the state university of New York
and the city university of New York; and any degree-granting institution
of higher education described in articles one hundred fifteen, one
hundred twenty-one, one hundred twenty-three, one hundred twenty-six and
one hundred twenty-nine of title VII of the education |aw which el ects
to be a participating agency by filing with the state board of el ections
a notice in which it nmakes an election. Such agencies shall be required
to offer voter registration forms to persons upon initial application
for services, for participation in activities or for use of facilities,
and upon renewal or recertification for services and upon change of
address relating to such services, participation in activities or use of
facilities of the agency. Such agencies shall also be responsible for
providing assistance to applicants in conpleting voter registration
fornms, receiving and transmtting the conpleted application form from
all applicants who wish to have such formtransmtted to the appropriate
board of elections. The state board of elections shall, together with
representatives of the United States departnment of defense, develop and
i mpl ement procedures for including recruitnent offices of the arned
forces of the United States as voter registration offices when such
offices are so designated by federal |aw. The state board of el ections
shall al so make request of the United States [lrgration—and—Natrali—
zation—Serwce] Citizenship and I mrgration Services to include applica-
tions for registration by mail with any materials which are given to new
citizens. Al institutions of the state university of New York and the
city university of New York, shall, at the beginning of the school year
and again in January of a year in which the president of the United
States is to be elected, provide an application for voter registration
to each student in each such institution. The state board of elections
may, by regulation, grant a waiver fromany or all of the requirenents
of this section to any office or programof an agency, if it determ nes
that it 1is not feasible for such office or programto adnmi nister such
requirement.

8 2. Subdivision 4 of section 5-211 of the election law, as added by
chapter 659 of the laws of 1994, is amended to read as foll ows:

4. Each participating agency shall provide to each applicant who does
not decline to register to vote the sane degree of assistance wth
regard to the conpletion of the registration application formas is
provided by the agency with regard to the conpletion of its own form
unless the applicant refuses such assistance. Al institutions of the
state university of New York and all degree-granting institutions of
hi gher education described in articles one hundred fifteen, one hundred
twenty-one, one hundred twenty-three, one hundred twenty-six and one
hundred twenty-nine of title VII of the education |aw which have el ected
to be participating agencies pursuant to the opening paragraph of this
section shall also provide such level of assistance to each person who
wi shes to conplete an application for an absentee ballot.

8 3. The opening paragraph of subdivision 8 of section 5-211 of the
election |law, as amended by chapter 659 of the laws of 1994, is anended
to read as foll ows:

Each participating agency, departnment, division or office that nakes
avail abl e voter registration forns or absentee ballot applications, or
both, pursuant to this section shall offer with each application for the
services or assistance, participation in activities or use of facilities
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of such agency, departnent, division or office and with each recertif-
i cation, renewal or change of address formrelating to such service or
assi stance, participation in activities or use of facilities, a regis-
tration form together wth instructions relating to eligibility to
register and for conpleting the form except that forns used by the
department of [seelal—services] fanmily assistance for the initial appli-
cation for services, renewal or recertification for services and change
of address relating to such services shall physically incorporate a
voter registration application in a fashion that permts the voter
registration portion of the agency formto be detached therefrom_ _All
institutions of the state university of New York and all degree-granting
institutions of higher education described in articles one hundred
fifteen, one hundred twenty-one, one hundred twenty-three, one hundred
twenty-si x and one hundred twenty-nine of title VII of the education |aw
which have elected to be participating agencies pursuant to the opening
paragraph of this section shall also offer each such applicant an appli-
cation for an absentee ballot. Such voter registration application shal
be designed so as to ensure the confidentiality of the source of the
application. Included on each participating agency's application for
services or assistance or on a separate formshall be:

8 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided however, that effective inmediate-
ly, the addition, anmendnent and/or repeal of any rules or regul ations
necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are
authorized and directed to be nmade and conpleted on or before such
effective date.




