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Comm ttee on Education

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to creating the com s-
sion on exceptional standards for New York state

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education |aw is amended by addi ng a new section 115
to read as foll ows:

8 115. Commi ssion on exceptional standards for New York state. 1.
Definitions. a. "Conmmission" shall nean the comni ssion on exceptiona

standards for New York state.

b. "Commpn core curriculunt shall nmean any curriculum developed in
furtherance of the comon core acadenmic standards devel oped by the
national governors association center for best practices and the counci
of chief state school officers, including those designed by any comer-
cial entity pursuant to a contract with the New York state departnent of
educat i on.

c. "Common core state test" shall nean any state or consortium
created, developed or administered test given in New York state to
students in grades pre-kindergarten through twelve that tests a
student's knowl edge and skills relating to the conmon core curriculum

2. Conm ssion on exceptional standards for New York state. a. There

is hereby created the conmm ssion on exceptional standards for New York
state, which shall consist of the following twenty-three nenbers who
shall be appointed no less than thirty days after the effective date of
this section:

(1) five nenbers shall be appointed by the governor, one of whom shal
be the conmi ssi oner;

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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(2) two nenbers shall be appointed by the tenporary president of the
senat e
(3) two nenbers shall be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly:;

(4 tw nenbers shall be appointed by the ninority |eader of the
senat e;

(5) two nmenbers shall be appointed by the mnority l|leader of the
assenbl y;

(6) three nenbers shall be appointed by the president of New York

state united teachers, one of whomnust have conpleted their special
education certification and one of whomnust provide instruction to
English as a second | anguage students:;

(7) one nmenber shall be appointed by the executive director of the
school administrators association of New York state;

(8) two nenbers shall be appointed by the president of the New York
state parent teacher association, one of whomnust be a parent of a
student with a current individual education plan;

(9) one nmenber shall be appointed by the executive director of the New
York state council of school superintendents:;

(10) one nenber shall be appointed by the president of the New York
state school boards association;

(11) one nenber shall be appointed by the president of the New York

state association of independent schools; and
(12) one nenber shall be appointed by the president of the New York

state association of school psychologists. Such nenber shall have expe-
rience in a clinical setting.

b. No nenber of the conmission shall be disqualified fromholding any
public office or enploynent. nor shall he or she forfeit any such office
or enploynment by virtue of his or her appointnment pursuant to this
section. W©Menbers of the conmmission shall receive no conpensation for
their service, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their functions pursuant to this section
A nenber of the commission nay be renoved by the appointing authority
only for good cause, after notice and opportunity to be heard. Vacancies
shall be filled in the same nanner as origi nal appointnents.

3. Powers and duties of the comrmission. a. The conm ssion shall hold
at |l east one public hearing in each of the foll ow ng regions:

(1) Long Isl and;

(2) New York city;

(3) Hudson vall ey;

(4) Capital district:;

(5) North country;

(6) Central New York;

(7) Finger |akes:;

(8) Western New York; and

(9) Southern tier.

b. During the public hearings, the conm ssion shall hear the testinony
of voluntary wtnesses, may conpel the testinony of w tnesses and nmay
require the production of any docunents the conm ssion deens reasonably
necessary to carry out its responsibilities.

c. The conmi ssion shall have the power to:

(1) appoint a chairperson by a mpjority vote;

(2) call upon any agency, departnent, office, division or public
authority, or school district of this state to supply it wth such
information and assistance as the conmmssion deens necessary to
di scharge its responsibilities. Each agency, departnent., office, divi-
sion or school district of this state shall cooperate with the comm s-
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sion and furnish such information and assistance as it requests to
acconplish its purposes:;

(3) appoint a counsel and such other staff as the comni ssion deens
reasonably necessary to carry out its responsibilities;

(4) contract with any state or private entity for the provision of
such services as the conmi ssion determnes to be reasonably necessary;
and

(5) take other actions not inconsistent with the purposes of this
section as shall enable the comrission to carry out its function.

d. Meetings of the conm ssion shall be subject to the open neetings
| aw established by article seven of the public officers | aw

e. After review, study, and receipt of public comment, the conm ssion
shall issue a report and pronmulgate reconmendations on a new set of
state-wi de educational standards for this state. Recommendations shal
include, but shall not be limted to, devel opnent of a new set of state-
wi de educational standards targeted specifically towards students of
this state.

f. Recommendations issued by the conmmission shall be contained in a
report to the governor and legislature. The report shall be issued no
later than January thirty-first, two thousand ei ghteen.

4. Suspension of commpbn core testing. Notw thstanding any provision of
law to the contrary, the departnment of education shall be prohibited
from requiring any school or school district in the state to issue a
comon core state test as defined by subdivision one of this section.

5. Suspension of conmmon core curriculum Notwi thstanding any provision
of lawto the contrary, the departnment of education shall be prohibited
fromrequiring any school or school district inthe state to inplenent a
comon core curriculum as defined by subdivision one of this section.

§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




