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Committee on Mental Health

AN ACT to amend the executive law, in relation to the right to counsel
for persons who receive services through the office of nmental health
or the office for people with devel opnental disabilities for certain
i nvestigations

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 25 of section 553 of the executive lawis
anmended by addi ng two new paragraphs (c) and (d) to read as foll ows:

(c) Any person who is the recipient of services through the office of
nental health or the office for people with developnental disabilities
operated or licensed agency or facility, and is interviewed as part of
an_investigation conducted by or on the part of the justice center for
the protection of people with special needs, shall have the right to be
represented by the nental hygiene legal service, or privately financed
counsel, at all stages of the proceedings.

(d) Prior to any interview of a person as described in paragraph (c)
of this subdivision, notice nust be given to the parent, person in
parental relation, or legal guardian of that person, if any, that an
interviewis to be conducted.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
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