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        AN ACT to amend the labor law, in relation to prohibiting employers from
          inquiring  about an applicant's criminal arrests or convictions during
          the application process

          The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section  1.  The labor law is amended by adding a new section 201-g to
     2  read as follows:
     3    § 201-g. Prohibition against unfair discrimination against  applicants
     4  for  licensing  or  for  employment  previously arrested or convicted of
     5  criminal offenses. 1. In connection with the licensing or employment  of
     6  any person, no employer shall knowingly and intentionally:
     7    a.  make  any  inquiry  about  or  take any adverse action against any
     8  person on the basis of any arrest or criminal  accusation  made  against
     9  such person, which is not then pending against that person and which did
    10  not result in a conviction; or
    11    b.  require  any  person  to disclose or reveal any arrest or criminal
    12  accusation made against such person which is not  then  pending  against
    13  that person and which did not result in a conviction.
    14    2.  In  connection  with the licensing or employment of any person, no
    15  employer shall knowingly or intentionally:
    16    a. make any inquiry regarding or require any  person  to  disclose  or
    17  reveal  any  criminal  convictions  during  the application process. The
    18  application process shall begin when the applicant  inquires  about  the
    19  employment  being  sought and shall end when an employer has accepted an
    20  employment application; or
    21    b. make any inquiry regarding or  require  a  person  to  disclose  or
    22  reveal  any  criminal  convictions against such person before and during
    23  the first interview. If an employer conducts an interview, the  employer
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     1  is  prohibited  from  making  any inquiries or gathering any information
     2  regarding the applicant's criminal convictions. If the applicant  volun-
     3  tarily   discloses   any  information  regarding  his  or  her  criminal
     4  convictions  at  the  interview,  the  employer may discuss the criminal
     5  conviction disclosed by the applicant.
     6    § 2. This act shall take effect immediately.


