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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 23, 2017

Introduced by M of A KOLB, FINCH RAIA STEC, PALMESANO, G CGLIO

GOODELL, LOPEZ, LUPI NACClI, BRABENEC, BLANKENBUSH, FRIEND -- Multi-
Sponsored by -- M of A MDONOUGH -- read once and referred to the
Conmi ttee on Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the election of
regents

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 1 and 2 of section 202 of the education |aw,
subdi vision 1 as anended by chapter 547 of the laws of 1993 and subdivi -
sion 2 as anended by chapter 296 of the laws of 1984 and as desi gnated
by chapter 892 of the |aws of 1985, are anended to read as foll ows:

1. (a) The University of the State of New York shall be governed and
all its corporate powers exercised by a board of regents the nunber of
whose menbers shall at all times be four nore than the nunber of the
then existing judicial districts of the state and shall not be |ess than
fifteen. The regents in office April first, nineteen hundred seventy-
four shall hold office, in the order of their election, for such tines
that the termof one such regent will expire in each year on the first

day of April. Comrencing April first, nineteen hundred seventy-four
each regent shall be elected for a termof seven years, each such term
to expire on the first day of April. Commencing on April first, nineteen

hundred ni nety-four, each regent shall be elected or appointed for a
term of five years, each such termto expire on the first day of April.
[ Each] Commencing January first, two thousand seventeen, each regent

representing an existing judicial district shall be elected by the
| egi slature by concurrent resolution in the preceding Mrch, on or
before the first Tuesday of such nonth. If, however, the |egislature

fails to agree on such concurrent resolution by the first Tuesday of
such nonth, then the two houses shall neet in joint session at noon on
the second Tuesday of such nonth and proceed to elect such regent
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representing an existing judicial district by a two-thirds supernmpjority
vote by joint ballot. Al regents candidates nust be announced publicly
at least twenty-one days prior to the election by joint ballot.

(b) Commencing January first, two thousand seventeen, upon expiration
of a full termor a vacancy in such office, the four regents not repres-
enting an existing judicial district shall be appointed in such order
until all four offices are filled:

(i) one regent shall be appointed by the tenporary president of the
senat e;

(ii) one regent shall be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly:

(iii) one regent shall be appointed by the mnminority |eader of the
senat e;

(iv) one regent shall be appointed by the mnority |eader of the
assenbl y.

(c) Vacancies in the office of one of the four regents appointed under
this subdivision shall be filled in the manner provided for origina
appointnment. Al vacancies in such office after original appointnent
shall be filled so that there shall always be in the nenbership of the
board of regents at |east one appointee by each of the four legislative
| eaders.

2. Al vacancies in such office, either for full or wunexpired terns,
shall be so filled that there shall always be in the nenbership of the
board of regents at least one resident of each of the judicial
districts. A vacancy in the office of regent representing an existing
judicial district for other cause than expiration of term of service
shall be filled for the unexpired termby an election at the session of
the legislature immediately following such vacancy in the nanner
prescribed in the preceding paragraph, unless the legislature is in
sessi on when such vacancy occurs, in which case the vacancy shall be
filled by such Ilegislature in the manner prescribed in [the—preceding
paragraph] subdivision one of this section, except as hereinafter
provi ded. However, if such vacancy occurs after the second Tuesday in
March and before a resolution to adjourn sine die has been adopted by
ei ther house, then the vacancy shall be filled by concurrent resolution,
unless the legislature fails to agree on such concurrent resolution
within three legislative days after its passage by one house, in which
case the two houses shall neet in joint session at noon on the next
| egislative day and proceed to elect such regent by joint ballots;
provi ded, however, that if the wvacancy occur after the adoption by
either house of a resolution to adjourn sine die, then the vacancy shal
be filled at the next session of the legislature in the manner
prescribed in the precedi ng paragraph.

8 2. The -education lawis amended by adding a new section 207-b to
read as foll ows:

8§ 207-b. Legislative approval for unfunded mandates. 1. As used in
this section, the following terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "Net additional cost" neans the cost or costs incurred or antic-
ipated to be incurred within a one year period by a school district in
performing or adnministering any program project, or activity after
subtracting therefromany revenues received or receivable by such schoaol
district inrelation to such program project, or activity, including
but not linmted to

(i) fees charged to the recipients of such program project, or activ-
ity:;

(ii) state or federal funds received for such program project, or
activity; and
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(iii) an offsetting savings resulting fromthe dimnution or elim-
nation of any other program project, or activity that state | aw
requires such school district to provide or undert ake.

(b) "Unfunded nandate" neans:

(i) any rule or regulation that requires a school district to provide
or undertake any new program project or activity that results in an
annual net additional cost to any school district in excess of ten thou-
sand dollars or an aggregate annual net additional cost to all schoo
districts within the state in excess of one mllion dollars; or

(ii) any rule or regulation that requires a school district to provide
a higher level of service or funding for an existing program project or
activity that results in an annual net additional cost to any school
district in excess of ten thousand dollars or an aggregate annual net
additional cost to all school districts within the state in excess of
one mllion dollars; or

(iii) any rule or requlation with a legal requirenent that would
otherwise likely have the effect of raising property taxes in excess of
ten thousand dollars in any school district or in excess of one mllion
doll ars statew de.

2. Notwi thstanding any other provision of law, no rule or regulation
containing an unfunded nmandate shall be adopted by the conm ssioner or
the board of regents, except by a majority vote of the legislature.

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




