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STATE OF NEW YORK

2261

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 17, 2017

Introduced by M of A PEOPLES-STOKES, BENEDETTO, RIVERA -- read once
and referred to the Comnittee on Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing an accel -
erated high school graduation program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
"the New York accel erated high school graduation option act”.

8 2. The education law is anended by adding a new article 67 to read
as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 67
THE NEW YORK ACCEI ERATED H GH SCHOOL. GRADUATI ON OPTI ON ACT
Section 3400. Legislative findings.
3401. Definitions.
3402. Accelerated high school graduation option act.
3403. Eligibility requirenents.

8 3400. legislative findings. The legislature hereby finds that it is
necessary for the state's citizens to acquire an education beyond the
secondary level in order to succeed during the twenty-first century. The
legislature also finds that New York state has one of the hi ghest aver-
age tuitions anong public community colleges in the country and the
smal | est percentages of enrollnents in public community coll eges versus
private four vear institutions. The legislature further finds that
conmmunity colleges strengthen New York's econony by providing students
with educational training and experience which ensures a highly produc-
tive, well-trained., work force. The legislature therefore enacts "the
New York accel erated high school graduation option act"” in order to help
hi gh achi evi ng hi gh school students pursue a post-secondary education.

8 3401. Definitions. As used in this article, the following terns
shall have the follow ng neanings:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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1. "Community colleges" neans colleges established and operated pursu-
ant to the provisions of article one hundred twenty-six of this chapter,
either individually or jointly, by counties, cities, internediate schoo
districts, school districts approved by the state university trustees,
or individually by community college regions approved by the state
university trustees, and providing two-year post secondary prograns
pursuant to regulations prescribed by the state university trustees and

receiving financial assistance fromthe state therefor;
2. "Standardi zed test” or "test" nmeans any test that is given in New

York at the expense of the test subject and designed for use and used
solely for placenent, credit-by-exanmnation or other nonadm Ssi on
purpose or any test devel oped and adnini stered by an individual schoo
or institution solely for its own purposes or any test, or portion of a
test, designed to evaluate manual skills or other physical abilities;
and

3. "Conmmi ssioner" neans the conmi ssioner of education of the state of
New YorK.

8 3402. Accelerated high school graduation option act. 1. There is
hereby created "the New York accelerated high school graduation option
act". |t shall be the duty of the comm ssioner, or his or her designee,
to administer the program

2. Students who enter grade nine in the twd thousand seventeen--two
t housand ei ght een school year and thereafter may select, upon receipt of
each student and parent's consent to conplete high school in three
years, instead of the required four years nandated by the departnent
shall becone eligible to receive a scholarship to cover the full cost of
tuition at a New York community college. The schol arship anmpbunt shal
not, when conbined with any other financial assistance, exceed the
student's actual cost of attendance at the comunity college where the
scholarship is used. If the student chooses the option to graduate high

school in four years pursuant to the requirenents mandated by the
departnent, the option for a scholarship to receive free tuition at a
New York community college will not be avail able.

3. Beginning with the two thousand ei ghteen--two thousand ni neteen
school year., each district school board shall provide each student in
grades six through nine and their parents with information concerning
the three-year and four-year high school graduation options. The infor-
mation nust include a tineframe for achieving each graduation option.

4. Selection of one of the graduation options nust be conpleted by the
student prior to the end of grade nine and is exclusively up to the
student and parent. Each district school board shall establish policies
for extending this deadline to the end of a student's first senester of
grade ten for a student who entered a New York state public school after
grade nine upon transfer froma private school or another state or who
was prevented from choosing a graduation option due to illness during
grade nine. If the student and parent fail to select a graduation
option, the student shall be considered to have selected the standard
four year program

8 3403. Eligibility requirenents. 1. Students first entering grade
nine in the two thousand seventeen--two thousand ei ghteen school year
and thereafter nust earn at least twenty-two units of credit including
two credits in physical education, in conpliance with the New York state
regents., in order to receive a regents diplonn.

(a) English, four units of credit;




O©CoOoO~NOUP~WNE

A 2261 3

(b) Social studies, four units of credit as set forth in paragraph (6)
of Section 100.5 Diploma requirenents set forth with the New York State
Board of Regents:;

(c) Science, three units of credit of comencenent |evel science, at
| east one course shall be life sciences and at | east one in the physical
sciences, the third may be either life sciences or physical sciences;

(d) Mathematics, three units of credit of mathematics, which shall be
at  a nore advanced | evel than grade eight and shall neet commencenent -
level learning standards as determ ned by the conmmi ssioner;

(e) Visual arts and/or nusic, dance, or theatre, one unit of credit;
and

(f) Health education, one-half wunit of <credit in accordance with
|l earning standards in the area of parenting being attained through
either the health or famly and consuner sciences prograns Oor a separate
course.

2. Prior to selecting a program a student and the student's parent
nust neet with designated school personnel to receive an explanation of
the relative requirenents, advantages, and di sadvantages of the program
and the student nust also receive the witten consent of the student's
par ent .

3. Students pursuing accelerated three-year high school graduation
nust :

a Earn assing scores on all regents exans, standardized tests, or
teacher given final exans in order to receive credit toward the acceler-
at ed degree; and

(b) Achieve a cumulative weighted grade point average of 3.0 ona 4.0
scale, or its equivalent, in the courses required for the career prepar-
atory accelerated three-year high school graduation option pursuant to
this article.

4. 1f, at the end of grade ten, a student is not on track to neet the

credit, assessnent, or grade point average requirenents of the acceler-

ated graduation option selected, the school shall notify the student and
parent of the foll ow ng:

(a) The requirenents that the student is not currently neeting;

(b) The specific performance necessary in grade eleven for the student
to neet the accelerated graduation requirenents; and

(c) The right of the student to change to the four-year program

5. A student who selected one of the accelerated three-year graduation
options shall automatically nove to the four-year program if the
student :

(a) Exercises his or her right to change to the four-year program and

(b) Fails to earn five credits by the end of grade nine or fails to
earn eleven credits by the end of grade ten.

6. A student who neets all requirenents shall be awarded a regents
diploma in a formprescribed by the state board of education.

7. (a) A student shall be eligible for a scholarship upon conpletion
of high school within three years according to the requirenents of this
article. The scholarship shall cover the cost of up to five senesters of
tuition and approved fees at a New York community coll ege.

(b) To be eligible to receive such scholarship a student shall

(i) be a United States citizen or have pernmanent resident status in
the New York county where the community college is |ocated

(ii) have conpleted high school within three years according to the
requirenents of this act;

(iii) be enrolled in an associate degree programfor a m ni num of
twelve credit hours and a nmaxinmum of fifteen credit hours per senester
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at the community college, not including any credit hours in a renedial
or devel opnental curricul um

(iv) have maintained continuous full-tine enrollnent at the New York
community coll ege; and

(v) have applied for all other available forns of state and federa
financial aid., exclusive of |oans.

§ 3. This act shall take effect April 1, 2017; provided, however, that
effective imedi ately, the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule
or regul ation necessary for the inplementation of this act on its effec-
tive date are authorized and directed to be nmade and conpl eted on or
before such effective date.




