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(Prefil ed)
January 4, 2017

Introduced by M of A SANTABARBARA -- read once and referred to the
Conmmittee on Governmental Operations

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene |aw, the executive |aw and the public
health law, in relation to a training programfor firefighters, police
of ficers and emergency nedi cal services personnel on handling emergen-
cy situations involving individuals with auti sm spectrum di sorder

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The nental hygiene |aw is amended by addi ng a new section
16.39 to read as foll ows:

8 16.39 Autism spectrumdi sorder training; first responders.

The conmi ssioner, in consultation with other appropriate agency repre-
sentatives, shall develop a training programto provide instruction and
information to firefighters, police officers and energency nedica
services personnel on appropriate recognition and response techniques
for handling energency situations involving individuals with autism
spectrum di sorder and on recogni zi ng the behavioral synptons and charac-
teristics of children and adults with autism spectrum disorders. Such
training shall also include any other information deened necessary and
appropriate by the conmi ssi oner.

8 2. Section 156 of the executive law is amended by adding a new
subdi vision 22 to read as foll ows:

22. Coordinate and provide the training programrelating to handling
energency situations involving individuals with auti sm spectrum di sorder
devel oped by the conm ssioner of devel opnental disabilities pursuant to
section 16.39 of the nental hygiene lawto all firefighters, both paid
and vol unt eer.

8§ 3. Section 837-a of the executive law is amended by adding a new
subdi vision 10 to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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10. Coordinate and provide the training programrelating to handling
energency situations involving individuals with autism spectrum di sorder
devel oped by the conm ssioner of developnental disabilities pursuant to
section 16.39 of the nental hygiene lawto all police officers.

8§ 4. Section 3011 of the public health law is anended by adding a new
subdivision 12 to read as foll ows:

12. The departnent shall coordinate and provide the training program
relating to handling energency situations involving individuals with
autism spectrum di sorder devel oped by the conmi ssioner of devel opnent al
disabilities pursuant to section 16.39 of the nental hygiene law to al
energency nedical services personnel including, but not linmted to,
first responders, energency nedical technicians, advanced energency
nedi cal technicians and energency vehicle operators.

8§ 5. This act shall take effect imediately.



