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STATE OF NEW YORK

1933

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 17, 2017

Introduced by M of A PECPLES-STOKES -- read once and referred to the
Commi ttee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to nandating university
and building |evel educational institution safety plans for possible
acts of violence occurring at educational institutions wthin the
state

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education |law is anended by adding a new section 214-a
to read as foll ows:

8 214-a. University and educational institution safety plans. 1. The
board of regents, along with the chancellor and the president or princi-
pal of every educational institution of the state university shall adopt
and anend a conprehensive state-wi de university safety plan and build-
ing-level educational institution safety plans regarding crisis inter-
vention, energency response and managenent. Such plans shall be devel -
oped by a state-wide university safety team and a building-|evel
educational institution safety team established pursuant to subdivision
four of this section and shall be in a form devel oped by the regents in
consultation with the division of crinmnal justice services, the super-
intendent of the state police and any other appropriate state agencies.

2. Such conprehensive state-wide university safety plan shall be
devel oped by the state-wide university safety team and shall include at
a nini num

a. policies and procedures for responding to inplied or direct threats
of violence by students, teachers, other university personnel as well as
visitors to the educational institution

b. policies and procedures for responding to acts of violence by
students, teachers, other university personnel as well as visitors to
the educational institution, including consideration of zero-tol erance
policies for violence;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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C. appropriate prevention and intervention strategies such as:

(i) collaborative arrangenents wth state and local | aw enforcenent
officials, designed to ensure that university safety officers and other
security personnel are adequately trained, including being trained to
de-escalate potentially violent situations, and are effectively and
fairly recruited;

(ii) non-violent conflict resolution training prograns; and

i eer nediation prograns;

d. policies and procedures for contacting appropriate |aw enforcenent
officials in the event of a violent incident:;

e. policies and procedures for contacting persons designated as ener-
gency contacts to the students of the educational institution in the
event of a violent incident;

f. policies and procedures relating to university building security,
including where appropriate the use of university safety officers and/or
security devices or procedures;

g. policies and procedures for the dissem nation of informative nate-
rials regarding the early detection of potentially violent behaviors to
teachers, administrators, university personnel, students and other
persons deened appropriate to receive such infornation;

h. policies and procedures for annual safety training for staff and
students;

i. protocols for responding to bonb threats, hostage-takings, intru-
sions and ki dnappi ngs;

j. strategies for inproving comunication anong students and between
students and staff and reporting of potentially violent incidents and
est abli shing anonynopus reporting nechanisns for violence; and

k. a description of the duties of university safety personnel., the
training required of all personnel acting in a university security
capacity, and the hiring and screening process for all personnel acting
in a university security capacity.

3. A building-level educational institution's safety plan, devel oped
by the building-level educational institution's safety team defined in
subdi vision four of this section, shall include the followi ng el enents:

a. policies and procedures for the safe evacuation of students, teach-
ers, other university personnel as well as visitors to the educationa
institution in the event of a serious violent incident or other energen-
cy, which shall include evacuation routes and shelter sites and proce-

dures for addressing nedical needs, transportation and energency notifi-

cation to persons designated as an energency contact for a student. For
pur poses of this subdivision, "serious violent incident" neans an inci-

dent of violent crimnal conduct that is, or appears to be, life threat-
ening and warrants the evacuation of students and/or staff, as defined
in regulations of the conm ssioner developed in conjunction wth the
division of crimnal justice services;

b. designation of an energency response team conprised of the educa-
tional institution's personnel, local law enforcenent officials., and
representatives from local regional and/or state energency response
agencies, other appropriate incident response teans, and a post-incident
response teamthat includes appropriate university personnel, nedical
personnel, nental health counselors and others who can assist the educa-
tional institution's community in coping with the aftermath of a viol ent
incident;

c. procedures for assuring that crisis response and | aw enforcenent
officials have access to floor plans, blueprints, schematics or other
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maps of the educational institution's interior, grounds and road naps of
the i medi ate surrounding area;

d. establishnment of internal and external communication systens in
energencies including but not linmted to public address systens for
cl assroons and dorns;

e. definition of the chain of command in a manner consistent with the
national interagency incident nanagenent systeniincident command system

f. coordination of the educational institution's safety plan with the
state-wide plan for disaster nental health services to assure that the
educational institution has access to federal, state and local nental
health resources in the event of a violent incident;

g. procedures for review and the conduct of drills and other exercises
to test conponents of the energency response plan; and

h. policies and procedures for securing and restricting access to the
crinme scene in order to preserve evidence in cases of violent crines on
uni versity property.

4. The state-wide wuniversity safety teamshall be appointed by the
board of regents and shall include but not be limted to trustees,
student, teacher and administrator organizations, university safety
personnel ., and other university personnel. Each building-level safety
team shall be appointed by the educational institution's president or
principal, in accordance with regulations or quidelines prescribed by
the board of regents and the chancellor. Such building-level teans
shall include but not be limted to representatives of teacher and
adnmi nistrator organizations, wuniversity safety personnel and other
uni versity personnel, community nenbers, local law enforcenent offi-
cials, local anbulance or other energency response agencies, and any
other representatives the board of regents and the chancellor deem
appropri ate.

5. Each safety plan shall be reviewed by the appropriate educationa
institution's safety teamon at |east an annual basis, and updated as
needed.

6. The board of regents and the chancellor shall nmake the state-w de
uni versity and each building-level educational institution's safety plan
available for public coment at least thirty days prior to its adoption,
provided that only a summary of each building-level energency response
plan shall be nade available for public conmment. Such state-w de univer-
sity plan and building-level plans may be adopted by the board of
regents only after at |east one public hearing that provides for the
participation of the educational institution's personnel, students and
any other interested parties. The board of regents shall file a copy of
its state-wi de conprehensive safety plan with the comr ssioner and al
anendnents to such plan shall be filed with the comm ssioner no |ater
than thirty days after their adoption. A copy of each building-Ievel
safety plan and any anendnents thereto, shall be filed with the appro-
priate local |law enforcement agency and with the state police wthin
thirty days of its adoption. Bui | di ng-1 evel energency response pl ans
shall be confidential and shall not be subject to disclosure under arti-
cle six of the public officers law or any other provision of law If the
board of regents, chancellor or other governing body fails to file such
plan as required by this section, the conmissioner nay, in an anount
deternined by the commi ssioner, withhold public noney fromthe universi-
ty or educational institution until they are in conpliance.

7. The conmm ssioner may grant a waiver of the requirenments of this
section to any educational institution for a period of up to two years
fromthe date of enactnment upon a finding by the conmi ssioner that such
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educational institution had adopted a conprehensive educational institu-
tion safety plan on the effective date of this section which is in
substantial conpliance with the requirenents of this section.

8. For purposes of this section, educational institutions shal
include all secondary and higher institutions of the university which
are now or nmay be incorporated in this state and all other higher educa-
tional institutions that receive funds fromthe state.

9. The commissioner shall annually report to the governor and the
legislature on the inplenentation and conpliance with the provisions of
this section.

8 2. This act shall take effect Septenber 1, 2017; provided that the
uni versity and the educational institutions shall be in full conpliance
with the provisions of this act by March 1, 2018. Effective inmediately,
the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation neces-
sary for inplementation of this act on its effective date are authorized
and directed to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




