O©CoOO~NOUIA~AWNPE

STATE OF NEW YORK

1218

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 11, 2017

Introduced by M of A ZEBROASKI, BRONSON -- read once and referred to
the Committee on Codes

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to establishing a deaf
and hard of hearing outreach program to facilitate comunication
bet ween heari ng-i npaired persons and | aw enforcenent personne

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The executive law is anended by adding a new section 837-t
to read as foll ows:

8§ 837-t. Deaf and hard of hearing outreach program 1. As used in this
section, the following terns shall have the follow nhg nmeani ngs:

(a) "Deaf person" shall nean any person who, because of hearing |oss,
is not able to discrininate speech when spoken in a nornal conversa-
tional tone regardless of the use of anplification devices; and

(b) "Hard of hearing person” shall nmean any person who, because of
hearing loss, has a dinmnished capacity to discrininate speech when
spoken in a nornal conversational tone

(c) "Visor communication card" shall nean such identification as
issued by the division which identifies the driver as deaf or hard of
hearing, as defined in this section, and which details the appropriate
procedures for assisting a deaf or hard of hearing driver during a traf-
fic stop as pronmulgated by the division pursuant to this section.

2. The division shall develop and maintain visor comunication cards
for the purpose of inproving comunication between law enforcenent and
deaf and hard of hearing individuals. Any person residing in this state

shall, upon request, be issued a visor comunication of a design
approved by the commi ssioner. Application for such visor comrunication
card shall be filed with the division in such form and detail as the
commi ssioner shall prescribe.

3. The division shall nmake available an electronic version of the
visor comrunication card on their website. The division shall dissen
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inate for the purpose of posting such electronic version to | aw enforce-

nent agencies and other state agencies where the public may obtain

information regarding notor vehicle reqgistration and |licenses.
8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




