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        AN ACT to amend the education law,  in  relation  to  the  provision  of
          certain  supportive  services  to  veterinarians by unlicensed persons
          working at animal shelters; and  providing  for  the  repeal  of  such
          provisions upon expiration thereof

          The  People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 6713  of  the  education  law,  as
     2  added  by  chapter  580 of the laws of 1987 and as designated by chapter
     3  542 of the laws of 1995, is amended to read as follows:
     4    1.  An unlicensed person may provide supportive services to a veter-a.
     5  inarian, including but not limited  to  administering  oral  or  topical
     6  medications,  incidental  to  and/or  concurrent  with such veterinarian
     7  personally performing a service or procedure, provided  such  supportive
     8  services do not require a knowledge of veterinary science.
     9    b.  An  unlicensed  person  may provide supportive services, including
    10  performing diagnostic tests, collecting samples for testing and adminis-
    11  tering injections and treatments prescribed or  provided  in  a  written
    12  protocol  by  a  licensed  veterinarian,  where  (i)  such  services are
    13  provided under the general supervision of a  licensed  veterinarian  for
    14  animals  in the custody of a municipal or not-for-profit pound, shelter,
    15  duly incorporated society for the  prevention  of  cruelty  to  animals,
    16  humane society or dog or cat protective association; (ii) such person is
    17  a  high school graduate who has received training from such pound, shel-
    18  ter, society or association; (iii) such person has  demonstrated  compe-
    19  tency as determined by a licensed veterinarian to provide the supportive
    20  services; and (iv) after making reasonable efforts to locate this infor-
    21  mation,  such  pound, shelter, society or association has not determined
    22  that such person has been convicted of violating any statute,  state  or
    23  local  regulation,  or  local ordinance, the primary purpose of which is
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     1  the prevention or punishment  of  animal  neglect,  animal  cruelty,  or
     2  animal fighting, or that there are charges of any such violation pending
     3  against  such person in a court of law. Nothing in this section shall be
     4  construed  to affect any requirements related to euthanasia as set forth
     5  in article twenty-six of the agriculture and markets law.
     6    § 2. This act shall take effect immediately  and  shall  expire  after
     7  forty-eight  months when upon such date the provisions of this act shall
     8  be deemed repealed.


