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STATE OF NEW YORK

10056

| N ASSEMBLY

March 13, 2018

Introduced by M of A MAGEE -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Agriculture

AN ACT to anmend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to access
to viable agricultural land for new and begi nning farmers

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 16 of the agriculture and markets [aw i s anmended by
addi ng a new subdivision 2-f to read as foll ows:

2-f. Aid in efforts supporting the successful transfer of viable agri-
cultural land fromexisting owners to new owners and operators, espe-
cially beginning farners.

8§ 2. Subdivision 5 of section 309 of the agriculture and narkets |aw,
as added by chapter 79 of the laws of 1980, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

5. The advisory council on agriculture shall advise the conm ssioner
and ot her state agency heads on state governnent plans, policies and
prograns affecting farming and the agricultural industry of this state
including, but not linted to, advice regarding tax, financial assist-
ance and other policies and prograns that could address the needs of
begi nning farnmers and issues related to transfer of ownership of farns.
Concerned state agencies shall be encouraged to establish a working
relationship with the council and shall fully cooperate with the counci
in any requests it shall make.

§ 3. Subdivision 6 of section 323 of the agriculture and markets |aw,
as anmended by chapter 150 of the |laws of 2013, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

6. reporting biennially to the governor and the |egislature regarding
the activities of the commissioner, including efforts to enhance access
to viable agricultural land for new and beginning farners, the types of
technical assistance rendered to county agricultural and farm and
protection boards, nunicipalities, soil and water conservation districts
and not-for-profit conservation organizations, and the need to protect
the state's agricultural econony and | and resources.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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8 4. The agriculture and narkets law is anmended by addi ng a new
section 329-a to read as foll ows:

8 329-a. Farmand availability information. 1. The departnent nay
collect and conpile information about public land that is viable for
farming and is available for purchase or lease for farm ng and make
avai l able such information, including contact infornmation for the office
of general services, other state agencies, mnunicipalities, and other
governnental entities offering such land, on its internet website. The
departnent shall provide guidance and assistance to the office of gener-
al services, other state agencies, nunicipalities and other governnental
organi zations that request such assistance, in identifying land that is
viable for farm ng.

2. The departnent nmy also nmake available simlar infornmation about
private | and available for purchase or l|ease for farmng., including
contact information for the owners of such | and.

§ 5. Paragraph (c) of subdivision 3 of section 309-a of the agricul -
ture and markets |aw, as added by chapter 129 of the laws of 2017, is
anmended to read as foll ows:

(c) identify issues, including, but not linmited to, efforts to enhance
access to viable agricultural land for new and beginning farners, rel at-
ing to young and beginning farmers in the state and provide tinely
advice to the conmi ssioner, the governor and the relevant state agen-
cies, with regard to the pronotion of agriculture as a career path and
t he economni c devel opnent of young and aspiring farners;

8 6. This act shall take effect inmediately.




