Co~NOoOUI~,WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

7983
I N SENATE
June 2, 2016

Introduced by Sen. AVELLA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, the not-for-profit corporation
| aw and the executive law, in relation to inquiring into past mlitary
service on applications for public welfare

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 3 of section 20 of the social services law is
anmended by addi ng a new paragraph (j) to read as foll ows:

(J) TO ENSURE THE PROVI SI ON, ON ANY FORM REQUI RED TO BE COVPLETED AT
APPLI CATI ON OR RECERTI FI CATI ON FOR THE PURPOCSE OF OBTAI NI NG FI NANCI AL
ASS|I STANCE PURSUANT TO THI S CHAPTER, THE FORM SHALL CONTAI N THE FOLLOW
| NG QUESTI ONS: "HAVE YOU SERVED IN THE UNI TED STATES ARMED FORCES?" AND
"HAS SOVEONE | N YOUR FAM LY SERVED I N THE UNI TED STATES M LI TARY?" VHEN
AFFI RVATI VE ANSVEERS TO SUCH QUESTI ONS ARE | NDI CATED BY THE APPLI CANT OR
RECI PI ENT, THE | NDI VI DUAL W LL BE ADVI SED THAT THE LOCAL SOCI AL SERVI CES
DI STRI CT SHALL PROVIDE THE DI VI SION OF VETERANS' AFFAIRS W TH THEI R NAME
AND CONTACT | NFORMATI ON UNLESS SUCH | NDI VI DUAL OBJECTS TO THE SHARI NG OF
SUCH | NFORVATI ON. | NFORVATI ON  REGARDI NG VETERANS AND M LI TARY STATUS
SHALL BE PROTECTED AS PERSONAL CONFI DENTI AL MATERI AL, AND USED ONLY TO
ASSI ST IN THE DI AGNCSIS, TREATMENT, ASSESSMENT AND HANDLI NG OF THE
VETERAN' S OR FAM LY MEMBER S PROBLEMS W THI N THE AGENCY REQUESTI NG SUCH
| NFORMATI ON AND | N REFERRI NG THE VETERAN OR FAM LY MEMBER TO THE DI VI -
SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS FOR THE | NFORMATI ON AND ASSI STANCE W TH REGARD
TO BENEFI TS AND ENTI TLEMENTS UNDER FEDERAL AND STATE LAW

S 2. Section 202 of the not-for-profit corporation lawis anended by
addi ng a new paragraph (g) to read as foll ows:

(G EVERY CORPORATI ON RECEI VI NG ANY KI ND OF STATE FUNDI NG SHALL ENSURE
THE PROVISION ON ANY FORM REQUI RED TO BE COVPLETED AT APPLI CATI ON OR
RECERTI FI CATI ON FOR THE PURPOSE OF OBTAI NI NG FI NANCI AL ASSI STANCE PURSU
ANT TO THI S CHAPTER, THAT THE APPLI CATI ON FORM SHALL CONTAI N THE FOLLOW
I NG QUESTI ONS: "HAVE YOU SERVED I N THE UNI TED STATES ARMED FORCES?" AND
"HAS SOVEONE | N YOUR FAM LY SERVED I N THE UNI TED STATES M LI TARY?" VHEN
AFFI RVATI VE ANSVEERS TO SUCH QUESTI ONS ARE | NDI CATED BY THE APPLI CANT OR

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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RECI PI ENT, THE | NDI VI DUAL W LL BE ADVI SED THAT THE NOT- FOR- PROFI T CORPO-
RATI ON SHALL FURNI SH TO THE DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS THEI R NAME AND
CONTACT | NFORVATI ON UNLESS SUCH | NDI VI DUAL OBJECTS TO THE SHARI NG OF
SUCH | NFORVATI ON. | NFORVATI ON  REGARDI NG VETERANS AND M LI TARY STATUS
SHALL BE PROTECTED AS PERSONAL CONFI DENTI AL MATERI AL, AND USED ONLY TO
ASSI ST IN THE DI AGNCSIS, TREATMENT, ASSESSMENT AND HANDLI NG OF THE
VETERAN' S OR FAM LY MEMBER S PROBLEMS, W THI N THE AGENCY REQUESTI NG SUCH
| NFORVMATI ON AND | N REFERRI NG THE VETERAN OR FAM LY MEMBER TO THE DI VI -
SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS FOR THE | NFORMATI ON AND ASSI STANCE W TH REGARD
TO BENEFI TS AND ENTI TLEMENTS UNDER FEDERAL AND STATE LAW

S 3. Section 353 of the executive |law is amended by adding a new
subdi vision 23 to read as foll ows:

23. TO RECEI VE, RETAI N AND CONSI DER PERSONAL CONFI DENTI AL MATERIAL TO
BE USED TO PROVIDE | NFORVATI ON AND ASSI STANCE REGARDI NG BENEFI TS AND
ENTI TLEMENTS UNDER FEDERAL AND STATE LAW LOCAL SERVI CES DI STRICTS AND
CORPORATI ON SHALL FORWARD: (A) FROM THE OFFI CE OF TEMPORARY AND DI SABI LI -
TY ASSI STANCE, RECORDS OF | NDI VI DUALS WHO APPLY FOR FI NANCI AL ASSI STANCE
PURSUANT TO THE SOCI AL SERVI CES LAW AS REPORTED BY THE OFFI CE OF TEMPO
RARY AND DI SABILITY ASSISTANCE |IN ACCORDANCE W TH PARAGRAPH (J) OF
SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF SECTI ON TVENTY OF THE SOCI AL SERVI CES LAW AND (B)
FROM NOT- FOR- PROFI T CORPORATI ONS, RECORDS OF | NDI VI DUALS WHO APPLY FOR
FI NANCI AL ASSI STANCE FROM SUCH CORPORATI ONS, AS REPORTED BY SUCH CORPO
RATIONS | N ACCORDANCE W TH PARAGRAPH (G OF SECTI ON TWD HUNDRED TWO OF
THE NOT- FOR- PROFI T CORPORATI ON LAW

S 4. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



