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STATE OF NEW YORK

6833
I N SENATE
February 26, 2016

Introduced by Sen. SAVINO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on El ections

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to providing special
bal |l ots for energency responders

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The election |law is anended by adding a new section 11-308
to read as foll ows:

S 11-308. SPECI AL BALLOTS FOR EMERGENCY RESPONDERS. 1. A REQ STERED
VOTER WHO SERVES AS AN EMERGENCY RESPONDER IN TIMES OF EMERGENCY, AS
DECLARED BY THE GOVERNOR OR A COURT OF COVPETENT JURI SDI CTI ON, MAY APPLY
TO THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS BY LETTER OR SPECI AL APPLI CATI ON VI A MAI L,
FACSIM LE OR E-MAIL, FOR A SPECI AL BALLOT. SUCH APPLI CATION OR LETTER
MAY BE DELIVERED TO THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS AT ANY TI ME PRI OR TO ANY
ELECTI ON, W THOUT REGARD TO DEADLI NES FOR THE RECElI PT OF ABSENTEE BALLOT
APPLI CATI ONS.

2. EMERGENCY RESPONDERS MAY UTI LI ZE AN ABSENTEE BALLOT APPLI CATION TO
REQUEST A SPECI AL BALLOT, OR MAY FILE A WRI TTEN STATEMENT THAT HE OR SHE
W LL BE UNABLE TO APPEAR AT THE POLLI NG PLACE ON THE DAY OF AN ELECTI ON
BECAUSE H' S OR HER DUTI ES AS AN EMERGENCY RESPONDER REQUI RE SUCH VOTER
TO BE ELSEWHERE. THE EMERGENCY RESPONDER SHALL DESI GNATE A PREFERENCE
FOR THE RECEI PT OF A SPECIAL BALLOT. THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS SHALL
PROVI DE SUCH VOTER A SPECI AL BALLOT | MVEDI ATELY UPON SUCH REQUEST, AND
SHALL UTI LI ZE OVERNI GHT EXPRESS DELI VERY FOR SUCH MAI L BALLOT DELI VERY.
IF THE DESIGNATED PREFERENCE 1S FOR FACSIMLE OR ELECTRONI C TRANS-
M SSI O\, THE BALLOT SHALL BE FURNI SHED I N THE SAME MANNER APPLI CABLE TO
M LI TARY VOTERS WHO REQUEST BALLOTS I N SUCH FORNAT.

3. SUCH CAST BALLOTS MAY BE DELI VERED TO ANY OFFI CE OF ANY BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS I N THE STATE, OR TO ANY OPEN POLL SITE NOT LATER THAN THE
CLOSE OF THE POLLS ON ELECTI ON DAY.

4. EMERGENCY RESPONDERS SHALL RECEI VE ASSI STANCE FROM ANY BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS I N THE STATE | N RELATI ON TO APPLYI NG FOR, CASTING AND RETURN
DELI VERY OF A SPECI AL BALLOT, | NCLUDI NG FACSI M LE AND ELECTRONI C TRANS-
M SSI ON SERVI CES, BALLOT ENVELOPE TEMPLATES | F NECESSARY, AND ANY OTHER

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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COVWPONENT OF THE SPECI AL BALLOT ELECTI ON PROCESS THAT W LL HELP ENSURE
THE ENFRANCHI SEMENT OF SUCH EMERGENCY RESPONDER

5. EMERGENCY RESPONDER SPECI AL BALLOTS RECElI VED BY BOARDS OF ELECTI ONS
FROM VOTERS UNDER THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF ANOTHER BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL
BE DATE AND TI ME- STAMPED AND | MVEDI ATELY FORWARDED TO THE VOTER S BOARD
OF ELECTI ONS. SUCH BALLOTS SHALL BE TIMELY I F THE TI ME STAMP OF THE
FI RST RECEI VI NG BOARD OF ELECTIONS IS TI MELY. SUCH BALLOTS SHALL BE CAST
AND CANVASSED PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTION 9-209 OF THIS CHAP-
TER AND WHERE AN EMERGENCY RESPONDER S BALLOT AND ENVELOPE | S NOT STAND-
ARD | N APPEARANCE, | T SHALL BE CAST AND CANVASSED CONSI STENT W TH THE
PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON 10-125 OF THI S CHAPTER

6. FOR PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON, "EMERGENCY RESPONDERS" SHALL | NCLUDE
ALL PERSONS CALLED UPON TO PROVI DE EMERGENCY SUPPORT, RELI EF OR OTHER
SERVI CES, | N THE RESPONSE TO NATURAL DI SASTERS, ACTS OF TERRORISM OR
SABOTAGE, FI RE, PONER FAI LURE, AND SUCH OTHER CI RCUMSTANCES WHI CH PROWVPT
THE GOVERNOR OR A COURT OF COVPETENT JURI SDI CTlI ON TO DECLARE SUCH EMER-
GENCY. EMERGENCY RESPONDERS | NCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIMTED TO  MEeDI CAL
PERSONNEL, M LI TARY PERSONNEL, UTILITY COWPANY OR SIMLAR CONTRACT
EMPLOYEES, FI RE DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL, LOCAL AND STATE EMERGENCY MANAGE-
MENT PERSONNEL, AND OTHER STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES PROVI DI NG
EVMERGENCY RESPONSE SERVI CES.

7. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL DEVELOP AND DI STRI BUTE TO BOARDS
OF ELECTI ONS, SAMPLE FORMB AND PROCEDURES TO ENSURE THE PARTI Cl PATI ON OF
EVMERGENCY RESPONDERS | N ANY ELECTI ON CONDUCTED BY A BQARD OF ELECTI ONS.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



