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STATE OF NEW YORK

6478
I N SENATE
January 19, 2016

Introduced by Sen. RITCH E -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmmitted to the Conmttee on I nsurance

AN ACT to anend the insurance law, in relation to insurance coverage for
subst ance abuse di sorder services

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraph 31 of subsection (i) of section 3216 of the
i nsurance | aw, as added by chapter 41 of the |laws of 2014, is anmended to
read as foll ows:

(31) (A) Every policy that provides nedical, major nedical or simlar
conprehensi ve-type coverage nust provide outpatient coverage for the
di agnosi s and treatnment of substance use disorder, including detoxifica-
tion and rehabilitation services. Such coverage shall not apply finan-
cial requirenments or treatnment limtations to outpatient substance use
di sorder benefits that are nore restrictive than the predom nant finan-
cial requirenents and treatnent limtations applied to substantially al
nmedi cal and surgical benefits covered by the policy. Further, such
coverage shall be provided consistent with the federal Paul Wellstone
and Pete Donenici Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 2008
(29 U.S.C. S 1185a).

(B) Coverage under this paragraph may be limted to facilities in New
York state certified by the office of alcoholismand substance abuse
services or |icensed by such office as outpatient clinics or nedically
supervi sed anbul atory substance abuse prograns and, in other states, to
those which are accredited by the joint commission as alcoholism or
chem cal dependence substance abuse treatnent prograns.

(C Coverage provided wunder this paragraph may be subject to annua
deducti bl es and co-insurance as deemed appropriate by the superintendent
and that are consistent with those inposed on other benefits wthin a
gi ven policy.

(D) A policy providing coverage for substance use di sorder services
pursuant to this paragraph shall provide up to twenty outpatient visits
per policy or calendar year to an individual who identifies himor
herself as a fam |y nenber of a person suffering from substance use

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD13539- 01- 6



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

S. 6478 2

di sorder and who seeks treatnent as a famly nenber who is otherw se
covered by the applicable policy pursuant to this paragraph. The cover-
age required by this paragraph shall include treatnent as a famly
menber pursuant to such famly nmenber's own policy provided such famly
menber :

(i) does not exceed the all owabl e nunber of famly visits provided by
the applicable policy pursuant to this paragraph; and

(ii) 1is otherwise entitled to coverage pursuant to this paragraph and
such fam ly nenber's applicable policy.

(E) A POLICY PROVI DI NG COVERAGE UNDER THI' S PARAGRAPH SHALL | NCLUDE
COVERAGE FOR AT LEAST N NETY DAYS AT A REHABILITATION FAC LITY;
PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT ANY STAY IN A REHABI LI TATION FACILITY REQU RED
TO BE COVERED PURSUANT TO THI S PARAGRAPH SHALL REQUI RE THE PRESCRI PTI ON
OF A DOCTOR

S 2. Paragraph 7 of subsection (I) of section 3221 of the insurance
| aw i s amended by addi ng a new subparagraph (E) to read as foll ows:

(E) A POLICY PROVIDI NG COVERAGE UNDER TH S PARAGRAPH SHALL | NCLUDE
COVERAGE FOR AT LEAST N NETY DAYS AT A REHABILITATION FAC LITY;
PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT ANY STAY IN A REHABI LI TATI ON FACI LI TY REQUI RED
TO BE COVERED PURSUANT TO THI S PARAGRAPH SHALL REQUI RE THE PRESCRI PTI ON
OF A DOCTOR

S 3. Subsection (1) of section 4303 of the insurance |aw is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph 5 to read as foll ows:

(5 A POLICY PROVIDI NG COVERAGE UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON SHALL | NCLUDE
COVERAGE FOR AT LEAST N NETY DAYS AT A REHABILITATION FAC LITY;
PROVI DED, HOWAEVER, THAT ANY STAY IN A REHABI LI TATI ON FACI LI TY REQUI RED
TO BE COVERED PURSUANT TO THI S PARAGRAPH SHALL REQUI RE THE PRESCRI PTI ON
OF A DOCTOR

S 4. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a |l aw and shall apply to any policy issued, anended, or
renewed on and after such effective date.



