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STATE OF NEW YORK

6041
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
August 28, 2015

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to enacting the "Modern-
i zed Voter Registration Act of New YorKk"

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Modernized
Vot er Registration Act of New York".

S 2. The election law is anmended by adding four new sections 5-200,
5-201, 5-205 and 5-207 to read as foll ows:

S 5-200. AUTOVATED VOTER REG STRATION. 1. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER
MANNER OF REG STRATI ON REQUI RED BY THIS ARTICLE, EACH PERSON IN THE
STATE QUALI FI ED TO VOTE PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 5-102 OF THI S ARTI CLE, SHALL
BE AUTOVATI CALLY REG STERED TO VOTE AS PROVIDED IN TH' S SECTI ON,
PROVI DED THAT THE PERSON CONSENTS TO VOTER REQ STRATI ON.

2. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS OR COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS SHALL
REG STER TO VOTE OR UPDATE THE REG STRATI ON RECORD OF ANY PERSON | N THE
STATE QUALI FI ED TO VOTE PURSUANT TO SECTION 5-102 OF TH'S ARTICLE WHO
CONSENTS TO THE REQ STRATI ON OR UPDATE AND DOES ANY OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) COWPLETES AN APPLI CATI ON FOR A NEW OR RENEWED DRI VER S LI CENSE,
NON- DRI VER | DENTI FI CATION CARD, PRE-LICENSING COURSE CERTI FI CATE,
LEARNER' S PERM T OR CERTI FI CATI ON OF SUPERVI SED DRI VI NG W TH THE DEPART-
MENT OF MOTOR VEH CLES, OR NOTIFIES SUCH DEPARTMENT IN WRI TI NG OF A
CHANGE OF H'S OR HER NAME OR ADDRESS;

(B) COVPLETES AN APPLI CATI ON FOR SERVI CES, RENEWAL OR RECERTI FI CATI ON
FOR SERVI CES, OR CHANGE OF ADDRESS RELATI NG TO SUCH SERVI CES FROM AGEN-
Cl ES DESI GNATED I N SECTI ON 5-211 OF THI' S TI TLE;

(C©) COWPLETES AN APPLI CATI ON FOR SERVI CES, RENEWAL OR RECERTI FI CATI ON
FOR SERVICES, OR CHANGE OF ADDRESS RELATI NG TO SUCH SERVI CES FROM ANY
MUNI Cl PAL HOUSI NG AUTHORI TY AS SET FORTH IN ARTICLE TH RTEEN OF THE
PUBLI C HOUSI NG LAW

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(D) REG STERS FOR CLASSES AT | NSTI TUTI ONS OF THE STATE UNI VERSI TY OF
NEW YORK AND THE CI TY UNI VERSI TY OF NEW YORK;

(E) COVPLETES A MAXI MUM SENTENCE OF | MPRI SONVENT OR | S DI SCHARGED FROM
PAROLE;

(F) COVPLETES AN APPLI CATI ON FOR UNEMPLOYMENT | NSURANCE;

(G BECOVES A MEMBER OR EMPLOYEE OF THE DI VI SION OF M LI TARY AND NAVAL
AFFAI RS; OR

( COVPLETES AN APPLI CATI ON W TH ANY OTHER STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY
DES|I GNATED AS A SOURCE AGENCY PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (B) OF SUBDI VI SI ON
THREE OF THI'S SECTI ON.

3. (A) THE TERM "SOURCE AGENCY" | NCLUDES THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHI -
CLES, ANY GOVERNMENT AGENCY DESI GNATED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 5-211 OF THI S
TITLE, THE STATE UNI VERSI TY OF NEW YORK AND THE CI TY UNI VERSI TY OF NEW
YORK, ALL PUBLI C HOUSI NG AUTHORI TI ES LI STED I N ARTI CLE THI RTEEN OF THE
PUBLI C HOUSING LAW THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTI ONS AND COMMUNI TY SUPER-
VI SION, THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, THE DIVISION OF M LITARY AND NAVAL
AFFAI RS AND ANY AGENCY DESI GNATED BY THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS PURSU-
ANT TO PARAGRAPH (B) OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON.

(B) THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS MAY DES|I GNATE ADDI TI ONAL STATE AGEN-
Cl ES TO SERVE AS SOURCES FOR VOTER REG STRATI ON. | N DESI GNATI NG AN AGEN-
CY UNDER THI' S PARAGRAPH, THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL CONSI DER:

(1) THE LI KELI HOOD THAT SOURCE RECORDS REFLECT A LARGE NUMBER OF
ELI G BLE Cl Tl ZENS;

(I'1) THE EXTENT TO WHI CH SOURCE RECORDS REFLECT ELI G BLE Cl TI ZENS WHO
WOULD NOT OTHERW SE BE REG STERED UNDER THE ACT TO MODERNI ZE VOTER
REG STRATI ON;

(111) THE ACCURACY OF PERSONAL | DENTI FI CATI ON DATA | N SOURCE RECORDS;
AND

(1V) ANY ADDI TI ONAL FACTORS DESI GNATED BY THE CHI EF ELECTION OFFI Cl AL
AS REASONABLY RELATED TO ACCOMPLI SHING THE PURPOSES OF THE ACT TO
MODERNI ZE VOTER REG STRATI ON.

4. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS AND THE SOURCE AGENCIES SHALL ENTER
| NTO AGREEMENTS TO ENSURE THAT FOR EACH PERSON DESCRI BED | N SUBDI VI SI ON
TWO OF THI'S SECTI ON, EACH SOURCE AGENCY ELECTRONI CALLY TRANSM TS TO THE
STATE OR LOCAL BOARDS OF ELECTI ONS THE FOLLON NG | NFORMATI ON | N A FORMAT
THAT CAN BE READ BY THE COMPUTERI ZED STATEW DE VOTER REG STRATI ON LI ST:

(A) G VEN NAME OR NAMES AND SURNAME OF SURNAMES;

(B) MAI LI NG ADDRESS AND RESI DENTI AL ADDRESS;

(C) DATE OF BIRTH;

(D) Cl TI ZENSHI P;

(E) DRIVER S LICENSE OR NON-DRIVER | DENTI FI CATI ON CARD NUMBER, LAST
FOUR DI G TS OF THE PERSON S SOCI AL SECURI TY NUMBER, OR A SPACE FOR THE
PERSON TO | NDI CATE THAT HER OR SHE DOESN T NOT HAVE ANY SUCH NUVBER;

(F) POLITI CAL PARTY ENROLLMENT, |F ANY;

(O AN [NDICATION THAT THE PERSON | NTENDS TO APPLY FOR AN ABSENTEE
BALLOT, |F ANY; AND

(H AN | MAGE OF THE PERSON S S| GNATURE.

N THE EVENT THAT ANY TRANSM SSI ON OF DATA PURSUANT TO TH'S SECTI ON
FAILS TO | NCLUDE AN | MAGE OF AN | NDI VI DUAL' S S| GNATURE, THE ABSENCE OF A
SI GNATURE SHALL NOT PRECLUDE THE REG STRATI ON OF AN ELI G BLE CI TI ZEN.
THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL DEVELOP PROCEDURES TO ENABLE AN ELI G BLE
ClTIZEN, WHOSE | NFORMATI ON |'S TRANSM TTED PURSUANT TO THI'S SECTI ON AND
WHOSE | NFORMATI ON LACKS AN ELECTRONI C S| GNATURE, TO PROVIDE A S| GNATURE
AT THE POLLING PLACE OR WTH AN APPLI CATI ON FOR AN ABSENTEE BALLOT
BEFORE VOTI NG THE BOARD MAY REQUI RE AN ELECTOR WHO HAS NOT PROVIDED A
SI GNATURE BEFORE ARRI VI NG AT THE POLLI NG PLACE OR SUBM TTI NG AN ABSENTEE
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BALLOT TO PRESENT A CURRENT AND VALI D PHOTO | DENTI FI CATI ON OR A COPY OF
A CURRENT UTILITY BILL, BANK STATEMENT, GOVERNMENT CHECK, PAYCHECK, OR
OTHER GOVERNVENT DOCUMENT THAT SHOWS THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE VOTER

5. I'F AN AGENCY DCES NOT'  ROUTI NELY REQUEST | NFORVATI ON CONCERNI NG THE
CI TIZENSH P STATUS OF | NDI VI DUALS, | T SHALL MAI NTAI N RECORDS SUFFI Cl ENT
TO TRANSM T TO THE BQARD | NDI CATIONS OF UNI TED STATES C TIZENSH P FOR
EACH PERSON DESCRI BED I N SUBDI VI SI ON TWO OF THI S SECTI ON, BUT SHALL NOT
RETAI' N, USE, OR SHARE ANY SUCH | NFORVATI ON RELATI NG TO AN | NDI VI DUAL"' S
Cl TI ZENSH P FOR ANY OTHER PURPCSE.

6. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS SHALL PREPARE AND DI STRI BUTE TO
PARTI Cl PATI NG AGENCI ES WRI TTEN | NSTRUCTI ONS AS TO THE | MPLEMENTATI ON  OF
THE PROGRAM AND SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR ESTABLI SHI NG TRAI NI NG PROGRAMS
FOR EMPLOYEES OF SOURCE AGENCI ES LI STED IN THI' S SECTI ON. TRAI NI NG SHALL
I NCLUDE REQUI REMENTS THAT EMPLOYEES OF ANY SOURCE AGENCY COVMUNI CATE TO
EACH | NDI VI DUAL | DENTI FI ED I N SUBDI VI SION TWO OF THI'S SECTI ON THAT THE
SOURCE AGENCY NMNAINTAINS STRICT NEUTRALITY WTH RESPECT TO A PERSON S
PARTY ENROLLMENT AND ALL PERSONS SEEKI NG VOTER REGQ STRATION FORMS AND
I NFORVATI ON  SHALL BE ADVI SED THAT GOVERNVENT SERVI CES ARE NOT CONDI -
TI ONED ON BEI NG REG STERED TO VOTE, OR ELIG@BILITY TO REG STER TO VOTE.
NO STATEMENT SHALL BE MADE NOR ANY ACTI ON TAKEN TO DI SCOURAGE THE APPLI -
CANT FROM REGQ STERI NG TO VOTE.

7. THE AGREEMENTS BETWEEN THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS AND THE SOURCE
AGENCI ES SHALL | NCLUDE THE FORMAT I N WHI CH | NFORVATI ON W LL BE TRANSM T-
TED, WHETHER AND HOW EACH ENTI TY W LL COLLECT, I N ADDI TI ON TO THE MANDA-
TORY | NFORVATI ON LI STED I N SUBDI VI SI ON FOUR OF THI S SECTI ON,  ADDI TI ONAL
I NFORVATI ON ON A VOLUNTARY BASI S FROM PERSONS FOR THE PURPOSE OF FACI LI -
TATING VOTER REGQ STRATION, THE FREQUENCY OF DATA TRANSM SSI ONS, THE
PROCEDURES, AND OTHER MEASURES THAT W LL BE USED TO ENSURE THE SECURITY
AND PRI VACY OF THE | NFORMATI ON TRANSM TTED, AND ANY OTHER MATTER NECES-
SARY OR HELPFUL TO | MPLEMENT THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S SECTI ON.

8. EACH SOURCE AGENCY SHALL COOPERATE WTH THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS AND COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTI ONS TO FACI LI TATE THE VOTER REG S-
TRATI ON OF EACH PERSON DESCRI BED | N SUBDI VI SI ON TWO OF THI S SECTI ON, AND
TO ELECTRONI CALLY TRANSM T THE | NFORMATI ON NEEDED TO REAQ STER EACH SUCH
PERSON TO VOIE OR TO UPDATE EACH SUCH PERSON S VOTER REGQ STRATI ON
RECCRD.

9. EACH SOURCE AGENCY SHALL ENTER I NTO AN AGREEMENT WTH THE STATE
BOARD OF ELECTI ONS FI NALI ZI NG THE FORVMAT AND CONTENT OF ELECTRONI C TRAN-
SM SSIONS REQUIRED BY TH S SECTI ON NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER FI RST, TWO
THOUSAND SEVENTEEN, PROVI DED, THAT EACH SOURCE AGENCY SHALL BE ABLE TO
COWPLY FULLY WTH ALL REQU REMENTS OF TH'S SECTION, | NCLUDI NG THE
COLLECTI ON AND TRANSM SSI ON OF ALL DATA REQUI RED TO REQ STER | NDI VI DUALS
TO VOTE, BY JANUARY FI RST, TWO THOUSAND EI GHTEEN.

S 5-201. SAME DAY REG STRATI ON. EACH COUNTY SHALL ALLOW ANY ELId BLE
I NDI VI DUAL ON THE DAY OF AN ELECTI ON AND ON ANY DAY VWHEN VOTI NG, | NCLUD-
ING EARLY VOIING TO REG STER TO VOTE I N SUCH ELECTI ON AT THE POLLI NG
PLACE AND TO CAST A VOTE | N SUCH ELECTI ON.

S 5-205. I NTERNET REG STRATION. 1. THE BOARD SHALL ENSURE THAT THE
FOLLON NG SERVI CES ARE AVAI LABLE TO THE PUBLI C AT ANY TI ME ON THE OFFI -
Cl AL PUBLI C WEBSI TES OF THE APPROPRI ATE COUNTY OR MUNI Cl PALITY, IN THE
SAME MANNER AND SUBJECT TO THE SAME TERMS AND CONDI TI ONS AS THE SERVI CES
PROvVI DED BY VOTER REGQ STRATI ON REGULATI ONS: (A) ONLI NE APPLI CATI ON FOR
VOTER REG STRATI ON, (B) ONLI NE ASSI STANCE TO APPLI CANTS I N APPLYING TO
REG STER TO VOTE; (C) ONLI NE COVPLETI ON AND SUBM SSI ON BY APPLI CANTS OF
THE MAIL VOTER REG STRATION APPLI CATION | NCLUDI NG ASSI STANCE W TH
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PROVIDING A SIGNATURE |IN ELECTRONIC FORM AND (D) ONLINE RECEI PT OF
COVWPLETED VOTER REQ STRATI ON APPLI CATI ONS.

2.  ANY COUNTY OR MUNI Cl PALI TY SHALL ACCEPT AN ONLI NE VOTER REG STRA-
TI ON APPLI CATI ON PROVI DED BY AN |INDI VIDUAL UNDER TH'S SECTION, AND
ENSURE THAT THE |INDIVIDUAL IS REA STERED TO VOTE I N THE STATE, |F (A
THE | NDI VI DUAL MEETS THE SAME VOTER REG STRATI ON REQUI REMENTS APPLI CABLE
TO | NDI VI DUALS WHO REG STER TO VOTE BY MAIL | N ACCORDANCE WTH THE LAW
USI NG THE MAI L VOTER REG STRATI ON APPLI CATI ON FORM AND (B) THE | NDI VI D-
UAL PROVI DES A SI GNATURE I N ELECTRONI C FORM

3. FOR PURPCSES OF THI' S SECTI ON, AN | NDI VI DUAL PROVI DES A SI GNATURE | N
ELECTRONI C FORM BY (A) EXECUTI NG A COVPUTERI ZED MARK |IN THE SI GNATURE
FI ELD ON AN ONLI NE VOTER REG STRATI ON APPLI CATI ON; OR

(B) SUBM TTI NG W TH THE APPLI CATI ON AN ELECTRONI C COPY OF THE | NDI VI D-
UAL'S HANDWRI TTEN SI GNATURE THROUGH ELECTRONI C MEANS.

4. (A) UPON THE ONLINE SUBM SSI ON OF A COVPLETED VOTER REG STRATI ON
APPLI CATI ON BY AN | NDI VI DUAL UNDER THI' S SECTI ON, THE APPROPRI ATE STATE
OR LOCAL ELECTI ON OFFI Cl AL SHALL SEND THE | NDI VI DUAL A NOTI CE CONFI RM NG
THE STATE' S RECElI PT OF THE APPLI CATI ON AND PROVI DI NG | NSTRUCTI ONS ON HOW
THE | NDI VI DUAL MAY CHECK THE STATUS OF THE APPLI CATI ON, AND (B) AS SOON
AS THE APPROPRI ATE ELECTI ON OFFI Cl AL HAS APPROVED OR REJECTED AN APPLI -
CATI ON SUBM TTED BY AN | NDI VI DUAL UNDER THI' S SECTI ON, THE OFFI Cl AL SHALL
SEND THE | NDI VI DUAL A NOTI CE OF THE DI SPOSI TI ON OF THE APPLI CATI ON.

5. ANY COUNTY OR MUNI CI PALI TY SHALL MAKE THE SERVI CES MADE AVAI LABLE
ONLI NE UNDER SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THI' S SECTI ON AVAI LABLE THROUGH THE USE
OF AN AUTOVATED TELEPHONE- BASED SYSTEM SUBJECT TO THE SAVE TERMS AND
CONDI TI ONS APPLI CABLE UNDER THI S SECTI ON TO THE SERVI CES MADE AVAI LABLE
ONLINE, |IN ADD TION TO MAKI NG THE SERVI CES AVAI LABLE ONLI NE | N ACCORD-
ANCE W TH THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S SECTI ON.

S 5-207. UPDATI NG REG STRATI ON | NFORVATI ON THROUGH THE | NTERNET. 1.
THE BOARD SHALL ENSURE THAT ANY REG STERED VOTER ON THE COWVPUTERI ZED
LI ST MAY AT ANY TIME UPDATE THE VOTER S REQ STRATI ON | NFORVATI ON,
I NCLUDING THE VOTER S ADDRESS AND ELECTRONIC NMAIL ADDRESS, ONLI NE
THROUGH THE OFFI Cl AL PUBLI C VEEBSI TE OF THE ELECTI ON OFFI Cl AL RESPONSI BLE
FOR THE MAI NTENANCE OF THE LI ST, SO LONG AS THE VOTER ATTESTS TO THE
CONTENTS OF THE UPDATE BY PROVI DI NG A SI GNATURE | N ELECTRONI C FORM I N
THE SAME MANNER REQUI RED UNDER THE LAW

2. APPLI CATI ONS FOR VOTER REGQ STRATI ON SHALL PROVIDE AN OPTION FOR
VOTERS TO RECEI VE VOTER | NFORVATI ON AND FUTURE REG STRATI ON | NFORVATI ON
AND CORRESPONDENCE BY EMAI L.

3. THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL NOTI FY EVERY REGQ STERED VOTER OF THE
OPTI ON TO REA STER AND MAKE CHANGES TO THEI R VOTER | NFORVATI ON ELECTRON-
| CALLY.

S 3. Paragraphs (g) and (k) of subdivision 5 of section 5-210 of the
el ection I aw, as anended by chapter 179 of the laws of 2005, subpara-
graph (xii) of paragraph (k) as added by chapter 362 of the | aws of
2008, are anmended and a new paragraph (n) is added to read as foll ows:

(g) Notice that the applicant nmust be a citizen of the United States,
[is or will be at |east eighteen years old not |ater than Decenber thir-
ty-first of the calendar vyear in which he or she registers] AT LEAST
S| XTEEN YEARS OLD WHEN HE OR SHE SUBM TS AN APPLI CATION TO REQ STER TO
VOTE and a resident of the county or city to which application is nade.

(k) The formshall also include space for the follow ng information,
whi ch nmust be contained on the inside of the formafter it is folded for
mai | i ng:

(i) A space for the applicant to indicate whether or not he or she has
ever voted or registered to vote before and, if so, the approxi mate year
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in which such applicant |ast voted or registered and his or her nane and
address at the tine.

(ii) The nane and residence address of the applicant including the zip
code and apartnent nunber, if any.

(ii1) The date of birth of the applicant.

(iv) A space for the applicant to indicate his or her driver's license
or departnent of notor vehicles non-driver photo ID nunber or the |ast
four digits of his or her social security nunber or, iif the applicant
does not have either such nunber, a space for the applicant to indicate
he or she does not have either.

(v) A space for the applicant to indicate whether or not he or she
a citizen of the United States and the statenment "If you checked "no
response to this question, do not conplete this form™

(vi) [A space for the applicant to answer the question "WII| you be 18
years of age on or before election day?" and the statenment "If you
checked "no" in response to this question, do not conplete this form
unl ess you will be 18 by the end of the year."

(vii)] A statenent informng the applicant that if the formis subnit-
ted by mail and the applicant is registering for the first tine, certain
i nformati on or documents nust be submitted with the mail-in registration
form in order to avoid additional identification requirenments upon
voting for the first time. Such information and docunents are:

(A) a driver's license or departnent of notor vehicles non-driver
photo |1 D nunber; or

(B) the last four digits of the individual's social security nunber;
or

is
n In

(C a copy of a current and valid photo identification; or

(D) a copy of a current wutility bill, bank statenent, governnent
check, paycheck or other government docunent that shows the name and
address of the voter.
(viii)] (VIl) The gender of the applicant (optional).
(ix)] (VIIl1) A space for the applicant to indicate his or her choice
of party enrollnment, with a clear alternative provided for the applicant
to decline to affiliate with any party.
(x)] (1'X) The tel ephone nunber of the applicant (optional).
(xi)] (X)) A place for the applicant to execute the formon a line
which is clearly labeled "signature of applicant” preceded by the
foll owi ng specific formof affirnmation:

AFFIDAVIT: | swear or affirmthat:

* | ama citizen of the United States.

* 1 will have lived in the county, city, or village for at |east 30
days before the el ection.

* 1 meet all the requirenents to register to vote in New York
St at e.

* This is ny signature or mark on the |Iine bel ow
* Al the information contained on this application is true. |
understand that if it is not true | can be convicted and fined up
to $5,000 and/or jailed for up to four years.
which formof affirmation shall be followed by a space for the date and
the aforenmentioned Iine for the applicant's signature.

[(xii)] (XI) A space for the applicant to register in the New York
state donate life registry for organ and tissue donati ons established
pursuant to section forty-three hundred ten of the public health |aw.

(XI'l) THE EMAI L ADDRESS OF THE APPLI CANT ( OPTI ONAL).

AGREEMENTS ADOPTED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 5-200 OF THI' S TI TLE BETVEEN
SOURCE AGENCI ES AND THE STATE OR COUNTY BOARDS OF ELECTIONS ARE NOT
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REQU RED TO |INCLUDE THE COLLECTI ON OR TRANSM SSI ON OF THE | NFORVATI ON
REQUESTED | N PARAGRAPH (J) OR SUBPARAGRAPH (1), (VMII), (IX) OR (XI) OF
PARAGRAPH (K) OF THI'S SUBDI VISION, AND NO BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL
REFUSE TO REG STER TO VOITE OR UPDATE THE REQ STRATI ON RECORD OF ANY
PERSON I N THE STATE WHOSE | NFORMATI ON |'S TRANSM TTED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON
5-200 OF THIS TITLE FOR THE REASON THAT SUCH |NFORVATION DOES NOT
| NCLUDE THE | NFORMATI ON REQUESTED BY PARAGRAPH (J) OR SUBPARAGRAPH (1),
(ML), (M11), (IX) OR (XI) OF PARAGRAPH (K) OF THI S SuBDI VI SI ON.
S 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



