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STATE OF NEW YORK

6024
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
August 3, 2015

Introduced by Sen. GRIFFO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to providing a
program to extend natural gas delivery to unserved or underserved
ar eas

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public service |law is anended by addi ng a new section
65-c to read as foll ows:

S 65-C. EXTENDI NG NATURAL GAS DELI VERI ES TO UNSERVED AND UNDERSERVED
AREAS. 1. PETITION. NO LATER THAN JANUARY FI RST, TWD THOUSAND SI XTEEN,
OR SI XTY DAYS AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THIS SECTION, WH CHEVER 1S
LATER, EACH NATURAL GAS DI STRI BUTI ON COMPANY SHALL FILE A PETI TION W TH
THE COWMM SSI ONER PROPCSI NG A PI LOT OR PERMANENT PROGRAM | NCLUDI NG ANY
NECESSARY TARIFFS, TO EXTEND NATURAL GAS DI STRIBUTION SERVI CE FOR
END- USERS TO UNSERVED OR UNDERSERVED AREAS WTH N | TS CERTIFI CATED
SERVI CE TERRI TORY.

2. PROGRAM REQUI REMENTS. A PROPOSED PROGRAM SHALL | NCLUDE:

(A) A PROCESS FOR MANAG NG AND PRI ORI Tl ZI NG CUSTOVER REQUESTS FROM
END- USERS FOR EXTENSI ONS OF THE NATURAL GAS DI STRI BUTI ON SYSTEM

(B) A COST-BENEFI T ANALYSIS TO DETERM NE | F A CUSTOVER CONTRI BUTION | S
REQUI RED;

(O A METHOD FOR DETERM NING THE AMOUNT OF A REQUI RED CUSTOVER
CONTRI BUTI ON | N Al D OF CONSTRUCTI ON,;

(D) A PROGRAM TO ENHANCE THE AFFORDABI LI TY OF REQUI RED CONTRI BUTI ONS
I N Al D OF CONSTRUCTI ON TO CUSTOMERS, | NCLUDI NG THE FOLLOW NG PROVI SI ONS:

(1) THE PROGRAM SHALL PROVI DE FOR ON-BI LL FI NANCI NG FOR A TERM OF NO
LESS THAN FI VE YEARS;

(I'l) A CUSTOVER SHALL BE ABLE TO PAY A REQUI RED CUSTOVER CONTRI BUTI ON
I N FULL AT ANY TIME, W THOUT | NCURRI NG PENALTI ES OR FEES; AND

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(I'11) THE FORM OF FINANCING MAY |INCLUDE A SURCHARGE, THI RD-PARTY
FI NANCI NG OR ANY OTHER METHOD OF RECOVERY APPROVED BY THE COWM SSI ON,

(E) A PROVISION OQUTLI NI NG WHETHER AND HOW REFUNDS OR CREDI TS WLL BE
PROVIDED TO CUSTOVERS AS OTHER CUSTOVERS RECEIVE SERVICE FROM A
COVPLETED DI STRI BUTI ON SYSTEM EXTENSI ON PRQJECT;

(F) A PROVI SI ON ADDRESSI NG THE TREATMENT AND ELI G BI LI TY OF CUSTOVERS
PARTI Cl PATI NG I N A CUSTOVER ASSI STANCE PROGRAM WHO REQUEST AND RECEI VE
SERVI CE FROM A DI STRI BUTI ON SYSTEM EXTENSI ON PRQJECT;

(G A PROVI SI ON ADDRESSI NG SI TUATI ONS WHERE A CUSTOMER FAI LS TO PAY A
REQUI RED SURCHARGE OR OTHER ON-BI LL FI NANCI NG MECHANI SM

(H A CUSTOVER S NATURAL GAS DI STRI BUTI ON SERVI CE SHALL NOT BE TERM -
NATED SOLELY FOR NONPAYMENT OF A SURCHARGE OR OTHER ON- BI LL FI NANCI NG
MECHANI SM  AND

(1) ANY OTHER PROVI SIONS THAT WLL PROMOTE ECONOM C DI STRI BUTI ON
SYSTEM EXTENSION TO END USERS | N UNSERVED AND UNDERSERVED AREAS I N A
MANNER THAT | S AFFORDABLE TO CUSTOMERS.

3. COW SSI ON REVI EW THE COWM SSI ON:

(A) SHALL REVI EW A PETI TI ON FI LED PURSUANT TO SUBDIVISION ONE OF THI'S
SECTI ON, AFTER PROVI DI NG NOTI CE AND AN OPPORTUNI TY TO BE HEARD AND MAY
APPROVE, DI SAPPROVE OR MODI FY THE FILING PURSUANT TO |ITS PROCEDURAL
RULES;

(B) MAY ESTABLISH PERI ODIC REPORTING REQUI REMENTS TO REVIEW THE
PERFORVMANCE AND EFFECTI VENESS OF A PROGRAM AND

(© SHALL NOT REQUI RE A NATURAL GAS DI STRI BUTI ON COVPANY TO EXTEND I TS
DI STRI BUTI ON SYSTEM TO ANY AREA OR CUSTOMER THAT DOES NOT PROVIDE THE
OPPORTUNI TY TO EARN A REASONABLE RETURN ON | NVESTMENT.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



