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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 26, 2015

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Veterans, Honeland Securi -
ty and Mlitary Affairs

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law, in relation to creating a public
education initiative designed to elinmnate stigna and misinformation
about nental illness and chem cal dependence anobng mlitary service
menbers; and providing for the repeal of such provisions upon expira-
tion thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 7.09 of the nmental hygiene |law is anended by addi ng
a new subdivision (k) to read as foll ows:

(K) NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY GENERAL OR SPECI AL LAWTO THE CONTRARY, THE
COW SSIONER, IN CONJUNCTION WTH THE COW SSI ONER OF ALCOHOLI SM AND
SUBSTANCE ABUSE SERVI CES AND THE DI RECTOR OF THE DI VISION OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS SHALL DEVELOP A PUBLI C EDUCATI ON | NI TI ATI VE DESI GNED TO ELI M -
NATE STI GVA AND M SI NFORMATI ON ABOUT MENTAL | LLNESS AND CHEM CAL DEPEND-
ENCE AMONG SERVI CE MEMBERS, VETERANS, AND THEI R FAM LI ES, | MPROVE THEIR
UNDERSTANDI NG OF MENTAL AND SUBSTANCE USE DI SORDERS AND THE EXI STENCE OF
EFFECTI VE = TREATMENT, AND PROVI DE | NFORVATI ON REGARDI NG AVAI LABLE
RESOURCES AND HOW TO ACCESS THEM THESE PUBLI C EDUCATI ON | NI TI ATI VES MAY
| NCLUDE THE USE OF THE | NTERNET, | NCLUDI NG THE USE OF SOCI AL NETWORKI NG
S| TES.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately and shall expire on June
30, 2018 when upon such date the provisions of this act shall be deened
r epeal ed.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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