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STATE OF NEW YORK

9057
I N ASSEMBLY
January 20, 2016

Introduced by M of A CURRAN -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the creation of the
New York state textbook conm ssion and the use of unapproved books and
instructional materials

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |law is anended by adding a new section 701-a
to read as foll ows:

S 701-A. NEW YORK STATE TEXTBOOK COW SSION. 1. THERE |S HEREBY
CREATED THE NEW YORK STATE TEXTBOOK COWM SSI ON WHI CH SHALL HAVE THE
AUTHORI TY TO PREPARE A LI ST OF APPROVED STANDARD EDI TIONS OF TEXTBOOKS
ENSURI NG SUCH TEXTBOOKS ARE FREE OF ANY SLANTED Bl AS TOMRD PRO | SLAM C
TRADI TI ONS, ANTI - SEM TI SM, ANTI - JUDEO CHRI STI AN VALUES AND RACI SM  AND
SUCH TEXTBOOKS ARE TO BE ADOPTED BY LOCAL BOARDS OF EDUCATI ON FOR THE
USE I N PUBLI C SCHOOLS OF THE STATE. SUCH COW SSION SHALL CONSI ST OF
THI RTEEN MEMBERS WHO SHALL BE APPO NTED NO LESS THAN SI XTY DAYS AFTER
THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S SECTI ON. THE MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED AS
FOLLOAS: (1) TWDO MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, ONE OF WHOM
SHALL BE THE COW SSIONER; (11) ONE MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE
TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE; (I111) ONE MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED
BY THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY; (1V) ONE MEMBER SHALL BE APPQO NTED BY
THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE; (V) ONE MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED BY
THE MNORITY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY; (VI) THREE MEMBERS SHALL BE
APPO NTED BY THE PRESI DENT OF NEW YORK STATE UN TED TEACHERS, ONE OF
VHOM MJST BE A TEACHER FOR GRADES PRE- KI NDERGARTEN THROUGH SECOND, ONE
OF WHOM MUST BE A TEACHER FOR GRADES THREE THROUGH EIGHT, AND ONE OF
VHOM MUST BE A TEACHER FOR GRADES NI NE THROUGH TWELVE; (VI1) ONE MEMBER
SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR OF THE SCHOOL ADM NI STRA-
TORS ASSOCI ATI ON OF NEW YORK STATE; (VII1) ONE MEMBER SHALL BE APPQO NTED
BY THE PRESI DENT OF THE NEW YORK STATE PARENT TEACHER ASSOCI ATI ON; (I X)
ONE MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR OF THE NEW YORK
STATE COUNCIL OF SCHOOL SUPERI NTENDENTS; AND (X) ONE MEMBER SHALL BE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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APPO NTED BY THE PRESI DENT OF THE NEW YORK STATE SCHOOL BQOARDS ASSQOCI -
ATI ON.

2. NO MEMBER OF THE COWM SSI ON SHALL BE DI SQUALI FI ED FROM HOLDI NG ANY
PUBLI C OFFI CE OR EMPLOYMENT, NOR SHALL HE OR SHE FORFEI T ANY SUCH OFFI CE
OR EMPLOYMENT BY VIRTUE OF HHS OR HER APPO NTMENT PURSUANT TO TH'S
SECTION. MEMBERS OF THE COW SSI ON SHALL RECEI VE NO COVPENSATI ON FOR
THEI R SERVI CES, BUT SHALL BE ALLOWED THEI R ACTUAL AND NECESSARY EXPENSES
I NCURRED | N THE PERFORVANCE OF THEI R FUNCTI ONS PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON.

3. THE MEMBERS FI RST APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR AND LEADERS OF THE
LEG SLATURE SHALL HAVE TWO YEAR TERMS5. THE MEMBERS FI RST APPO NTED BY
THE PRESI DENT OF THE NEW YORK STATE UNI TED TEACHERS SHALL HAVE THREE
YEAR TERMS. THE MEMBER FI RST APPO NTED BY THE EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR OF THE
SCHOCL ADM NI STRATORS ASSOCI ATI ON OF NEW YORK STATE AND THE PRESI DENT OF
THE NEW YORK STATE PARENT TEACHER ASSOCI ATl ON SHALL HAVE TWO YEAR TERMS.
THE MEMBERS FI RST APPQO NTED BY THE EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR OF THE NEW YORK
STATE COUNCIL OF SCHOOL SUPERI NTENDENTS AND THE PRESI DENT OF THE NEW
YORK STATE SCHOOL BOARDS ASSOCI ATI ON SHALL HAVE ONE YEAR TERMS. EACH
SUBSEQUENT APPO NTMENT SHALL BE FOR A TERM OF THREE YEARS.

4. A MEMBER OF THE COW SSI ON MAY BE REMOVED BY THE APPQO NTI NG AUTHOR-
ITY ONLY FOR GOOD CAUSE, AFTER NOTICE AND OPPORTUNI TY TO BE HEARD.
VACANCI ES SHALL BE FILLED I'N THE SAME MANNER AS ORI G NAL APPO NTMENTS.

5. SUCH COW SSI ON SHALL MEET AT LEAST QUARTERLY. AT THE FI RST REGULAR
MEETI NG | N EACH CALENDAR YEAR, THE MEMBERS OF THE COMM SSI ON SHALL ELECT
A CHAIR FOR A PERIOD OF TWDO YEARS OR UNTIL HS OR HER TERM OF OFFICE
EXPI RES, VWH CHEVER PERI OD | S SHORTER. SPECI AL MEETI NGS MAY BE CALLED BY
THE CHAI R THE MEETI NG PLACE OF ALL REGULAR OR SPECI AL MEETI NGS SHALL BE
MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE PUBLI C | N ADVANCE OF SUCH MEETI NGS. N NE MEMBERS
OF THE COWMM SSI ON SHALL CONSTI TUTE A QUORUM

6. THE COWM SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON AND DESI GNATED EMPLOYEES OF THE STATE
EDUCATI ON DEPARTMENT SHALL ASSI ST THE COWMM SSI ON BY PROVI DI NG MANDATORY
TRAI NI NG TO NEWLY APPO NTED MEMBERS ON THE TEXTBOOK REVI EW PROCESS AND
THE COVPLETI ON OF THEI R ASSI GNED TASKS.

7. THE COWM SSI ON, THROUGH I TS CHAI R, NMAY RECRU T AND APPO NT AN ADVI -
SORY PANEL OF EXPERT TEACHERS AND OTHER EXPERTS I N EACH SUBJECT AREA OR
GRADE LEVEL TO ADVI SE THE COW SSI ON OF BOOK SELECTI ONS.

8. THE COWMM SSI ON AND ADVI SORY PANEL SHALL PERFORM A THOROUGH AND
TIMELY REVIEW OF ALL ASSI GNED TEXTBOOKS TO EXAM NE WHETHER THE TEXT-
BOOKS:

A. CONFORM TO THE STANDARDS FOR I TS SUBJECT AREA OR GRADE LEVEL;

B. ARE FREE OF ANY CLEAR, SUBSTANTI VE, FACTUAL OR GRAMVATI CAL ERRCRS;

C. REFLECT THE VALUES OF THE CI TIZENS OF TH S STATE AS NAN FESTED I N
THE UNI TED STATES CONSTI TUTI ON AND THE CONSTI TUTI ON OF NEW YORK;

D. ACCURATELY AND COVWPREHENSI VELY PORTRAY THE FULL RANGE OF DI VERSI TY
AND ACH EVEMENT OF RACI AL AND ETHNIC M NORI TI ES AS WELL AS THE ROLE AND
| MPORTANCE OF RELI A ON OF HI STORY;

E. ARE FREE OF ANY SLANTED BIAS TOMRD PRO ISLAM C TRADI TI ONS,
ANTI - SEM TI SM  ANTI - JUDEO CHRI STI AN VALUES AND RACI SM AND

F. PROVIDE ACCURATE FACTS AND AVMERI CAN VALUES VWH LE PROTECTI NG THE
HUVAN RI GHTS OF ALL STUDENTS.

9. EACH TEXTBOOK PROPOSED FOR APPROVAL SHALL BE REVI EWED BY MULTI PLE
MEMBERS OF THE COM SSION. I T IS THE DUTY OF THE COW SSI ON TO PREPARE A
LI ST OF STANDARD EDI TI ONS OF TEXTBOOKS FOR APPROVAL BY THE STATE EDUCA-
TI ON DEPARTMENT FOR USE | N THE PUBLI C SCHOCLS OF THE STATE. THE COW S-
SION SHALL PREPARE A LIST OF AT LEAST FOUR BOOKS | N EACH SUBJECT AND
GRADE FOR WHI CH TEXTBOOKS ARE TO BE ADOPTED. THE PROPOSED TEXTBOOK LI ST
SHALL BE POSTED ON THE WEBSI TE OF THE STATE EDUCATI ON DEPARTMENT BY JUNE
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THI RTI ETH OF EACH YEAR FOR ADOPTI ON BY LOCAL BOARDS OF EDUCATI ON BY THE
FOLLOW NG SCHOOL YEAR

S 2. Subdivision 1 of section 701 of the education |aw, as anended by
chapter 587 of the laws of 1973, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. In the several cities and school districts of the state, boards of
education, trustees or such body or officer as performthe functions of
such boards, shall designate text-books to be used in the schools under
their charge SO LONG AS SUCH TEXTBOOKS ARE DEEMED APPROPRI ATE BY THE NEW
YORK STATE TEXTBOOK COVM SSI ON.

S 3. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 706 to read
as foll ows:

S 706. USE OF UNAPPROVED BOCOKS AND | NSTRUCTI ONAL MATERI ALS. NO TEACH
ER, PRINCIPAL OR OTHER I NSTRUCTI ONAL PERSON SHALL USE OR PERM T TO BE
USED ANY SUPPLEMENTAL TEXTBOOKS OR | NSTRUCTI ONAL MATERI ALS W THOUT THE
AUTHORI ZED CONSENT OF THE NEW YORK STATE TEXTBOOK COWM SSI ON

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



